
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

October 25, 2026 

Reformation Sunday 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:          
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:          Thy Strong Word                          ELW 511 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit  
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow 
on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:              Jeremiah 31:31-34  
  

 A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
 
 
 

31
 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new  

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
32

 It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord. 

33
 But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 

34
 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, 

“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin 
no more. 
 
 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm:                   Psalm 46 
 

1
 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 
2
 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though 

the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 
3
 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble 

with its tumult. 
 
4
 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High. 
 
5
 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at 

the break of day. 
 
6
 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the 

earth melts away. 
 
7
 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 
8
 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God 

has brought upon the earth; 
 
9
 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks 

the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 
10

 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
11

 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.   



 
 
 
Second Reading:              Romans 3:19-28  
  

A reading from Romans. 
 
19

 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world 
may be held accountable to God. 

20
 For no human will be justified before 

him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin. 
 
  

21
 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been  

disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 
22

 the  
righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction, 

23
 since all have sinned and fall short of the  

glory of God; 
24

 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25
 whom God put forward as a sacrifice 

of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to  
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 

26
 it was to demonstrate at the 

present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he  
justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 
  

27
 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of 

law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 
28

 For we hold that 
a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

* Please stand if you are able 

*GOSPEL:                               John 8:31-36  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

 



31
 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, 
32

 and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” 

33
 They answered him, “We are descendants of 

Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  

34
 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. 
35

 The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 

36
 So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 405 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church 
and the world. 

A brief silence. 

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin  
Luther and the reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to 
continue the work of reform and renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human 
greed (local places may be named). Give all living creatures access to safe 
land, water, and air. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected 
by them. Give wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, 
and attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and the formerly  
incarcerated. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church 
and its leaders, that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all 
those who are sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith. Encourage and 
guide them, that they may find their hope in you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all 
of our beloved dead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:       O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate    ELW 722 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God 
Recessional  



                



In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel             Bill Wilt         Bob Holsinger Sr 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt        Carolyn Feather 

Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger  The soul of Deborah Manbeck 
The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki   The soul of Carol Weaver 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

                     

    

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
 
Sweets and Treats     Nov 1 10 AM 
Poinsettia Order Deadline   Nov 1 12 PM 
Annual Congregational Meeting  Nov 8 12 PM  
Pot Luck Dinner     Nov 15 12 PM 
Decorate Church for Christmas  Dec 5 10 AM 
   * Pizza will be provided afterwards 
Allegheny Chorale Concert   Dec 6 3 PM 
   * Refreshments following the performance 
Church Council Meeting   Dec 15 4 PM 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: Nov 1, 2026 
    Provided By: Evelyn Holsinger 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.  
If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   Sunday School 
Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

  

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

December 15, 2026 
  

12 PM 

 IMPORTANT NOTE: 

 

 

• Sunday Worship Service will remain in the  
• Sanctuary until the end of October. 
• During November in the Sunday School Room. 
• During December through Christmas Eve in the      

Sanctuary. 
• Starting December 27th we will move back to the    

Sunday School Room until Palm Sunday. 



NOVEMBER 8, 2026 



The Allegheny Chorale presents their 42nd Season 
Christmas Concert 

St. James Lutheran Church 

December 6, 2026 

3PM 

 
Refreshments provided by funds from  

St James WELCA. 

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

November 11th 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 

November 15, 2026 
 

12 PM 









St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
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814-944-6835 
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