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Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

pit Supply: Pastor Scott Custead

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
Church Or

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pul

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: He Shall Be Their Shepherd Louise Stains
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879
NEXT PAGE



For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each  per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’'n;
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for the love which from our birth o -ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys -tic har-mo - ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:

friendson  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac - 11 - fice of praise.
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Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786—1872

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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A - men, a - men.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis -dom, and
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
Refrain

0 u —

ST by —
\\av | 1 | o I — ¢ o
J ' | » - o

This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

tion: Bless - ing, hon- or,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and
poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet.
Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into
a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.

'O LoRbD, you are my God; | will exalt you; | will praise your name, for you have
done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

“For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of
foreigners is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt.

° Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear

ou.

For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the
ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,

“the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the
shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.

° On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich
food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged
wines strained clear.

" And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;

® he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord Gob will wipe away the tears
from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the
earth, for the LORD has spoken.

?1t will be said on that day, “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so
that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 23

1The LoORD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

“The LoRD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me
beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for
your name’s sake.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.
°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
A reading from Philippians.

"My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

“ urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord. °Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women,
for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together
with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the
book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Re10|ce ’ Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ° Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supphcatlon with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ' And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Flnally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasmg, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things. ° As for the things that you have
learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the
God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
*GOSPEL.: Matthew 22:1-14

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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"Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “ “The kingdom of

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. “He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. “ Again he sent other slaves,
saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything
is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ ° But they made light of it and
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ° while the rest
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. " The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. “ Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited
were not worthy. ° Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone
you find to the wedding banquet.’ '’ Those slaves went out into the streets
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

"T“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe, '?and he said to him, ‘Friend, how
did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.
*Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” " For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond
*Hymn of the Day:

to the Word
ELW 790

Day by Day
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1 Day by day, your mer -cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort
2 Day by day, I ow you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord, you send me
wis -dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov -ing will to guide me

grow too great to bear; to know that will hear me

oh, what joy

you

draw me near - er to my heav’n-ly goal. Love di- vine, be-yond all
o’er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I  will fear no e - vil
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor - tal mea - sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,

of the mor - row, I will trust in your en - dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,

what be - tide me, you will hold me ev - er in your hand. Sav-ior,
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lead me to the home 1 trea-sure, where at last I’ll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo -ry I be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, 1 will reach at last the prom-ised land.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832—1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005
Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortréss.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church
and the world.

A brief silence.

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain.
Empower the World Council of Churches and all those working across
religious difference, that the world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all
places of natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster.
Renew all communities facing disasters (regions in crisis may be named) and
give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who
are sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this
congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for
those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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in the name  of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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peace.

Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the

Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a

needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and
love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Let All Things Now Living ELW 881
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Festive March George Handel



Let All Things Now Living
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Council Meeting Oct 154 PM

Octoberfest Oct 18 12 PM

Sweets and Treats Nov 110 AM

Annual Congregational Meeting Nov 8 12 PM

Decorate Church for Christmas Dec 5 10 AM
* Pizza will be provided afterwards

Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 6 3 PM

* Refreshments following the performance




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: Nov 1, 2026
Provided By:

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
October 15, 2026

4 PM

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Sunday Worship Service will remain in the
Sanctuary until Palm Sunday.



October 18, 2026

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




The Annual Congregational meeting
will be held:

NOVEMBER 8, 2026

after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.




The Allegheny Chorale presents their 42nd Season
Christmas Concert

Midtinas St. James Lutheran Church hrlstm%s
O?»C/?E s December 6, 2026 ey

3PM

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social

after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@I:H] October 14th 12 PM

fo 1 g ,\. ¢ Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
ﬁ Q” P‘" Wednesday of each month in the
g St James Social Hall

ear Jord

Bless my church family.
Strengthen leaders, encourage

embers, and let us grow in unity.




- St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Y

May God’s love
and blessings

be with you
and remain
with you always.



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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