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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
October 4. 2026
19th Sunday after

Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Pegﬂy Thatcher
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Lead Me Lord Samuel Wesley
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell ELW 883
NEXT PAGE



All People That on Earth Do Dwell
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Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1594

Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by
the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
A reading from Isaiah.

"1 will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
“He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines; he built a
watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to
Xield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me
and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When |
expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?
°And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled
down.
°1 will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be
overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also command the clouds that they rain
no rain upon it.
"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of
Judah are his cherished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15

"Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall
be saved.

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations
and planted it.

°You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.

'“The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering
cedar trees by its boughs.

""You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.

'“Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck
off its grapes?

*The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field
have grazed upon it.

"“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
"“behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
A reading from Philippians.

[Paul writes:g " If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, |
have more: ~ circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law,
a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. ° More than that, | regard everything as loss because
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in
order that | may gain Christ ?and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.

' want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, "' if somehow | may
attain the resurrection from the dead.



'“Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the
goal, but | press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me.
* Brothers and sisters, | do not consider that | have laid hold of it, but one
thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, '* | press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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[Jesus said:] **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who

planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. ** When the
harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. > But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another. *° Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and
they treated them in the same way. °’ Then he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.” °° But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” *” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. ““Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do
to those tenants?” ' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him
the froduce at the harvest time.”

*? Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces its fruits. * The one who falls on this
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

““When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. “° They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
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The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: ELW 515

Break Now the Bread of Life

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.
Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William F. Sherwin, 1826-1888
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church
and the world.

A brief silence.

God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and
transform your holy church (especially Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society).
Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell
within it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in
creation (especially Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones
(regions in crisis may be named), and shelter those who live within them. We
pray especially for the safety of displaced people and refugees. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and
relief to all who are sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give
thanks for teachers of the faith (congregational formation ministries may be
named). Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all
the saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you (especially). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: | Love to Tell the Story ELW 661
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God
Recessional Fill Us, Lord, With Dauntless Love Ann Krentz



I Love to Tell the Story

1 I love to tell the sto - 1y of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry: how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 I love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, Je - sus and his love
what seems, each time I tell it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
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I love to tell the sto - 1y, be - cause 1 know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834—1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

to tell the old, old sto - ry of Je - sus and  his love
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Sweets and Treats Oct4 10 AM

Council Meeting Oct 154 PM

Octoberfest Oct 18 12 PM

Annual Congregational Meeting Nov 8 12 PM

Decorate Church for Christmas Dec 5 10 AM
* Pizza will be provided afterwards

Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 6 3 PM

* Refreshments following the performance




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: Oct 4, 2026
Provided By: Tina Miller

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
October 15, 2026

4 PM

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Sunday Worship Service will return to the Sanctuary
on October 4, 2026 and remain in the Sanctuary until
Palm Sunday.




October 18, 2026

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




The Annual Congregational meeting
will be held:

NOVEMBER 8, 2026

after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.




The Allegheny Chorale presents their 42nd Season
Christmas Concert

Midtinas St. James Lutheran Church hrlstm%s
O?»C/?E s December 6, 2026 ey

3PM

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social

after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@I:H] October 14th 12 PM

fo 1 g ,\. ¢ Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
ﬁ Q” P‘" Wednesday of each month in the
g St James Social Hall

ear Jord

Bless my church family.
Strengthen leaders, encourage

embers, and let us grow in unity.
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Prayer For Peace In The
Country

Dear Lord,

We pray for peace in this country. Let
our shores be blessed with peace and
harmony. Secure our future with
tranquility. Resolve all festering
conflicts that threaten to boil over. Let
this country be a shining beacon of
understanding. Let there be peace
between tribes, religions, and families.
Let your love be the cup we drink from
every day and help us forgive each

other for our trespasses.

e



- St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Y

May God’s love
and blessings

be with you
and remain
with you always.



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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