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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
September 27, 2026
18th Sunday after

Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Pastorale Keith Chapman
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! ELW 634
NEXT PAGE



All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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1 All hail the pow’r of Je - sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 O seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call
4  Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go sprcad your tro-phics at his fect and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all
The God In - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro -phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all
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5 Lect ev’ry kindred, cv’ry tribe 6 Oh, that with yondecr sacred throng
on this terrestrial ball we at his feet may fall!
to him all majesty ascribe ‘We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all. and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 17261792, sts. 1—4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvmns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1765—-1844

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
0 | )
¥t I T 1 T )
- 1 1 1 1
= | 9 = | 1
| — | | 1 el 11}
> o > } }
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
7 1P
l; } Pal
%
For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

0 u . .
)" A X7 T — _ym——] | ——— I |
2 R | I I 1 | | | y (7] A Py I d > (7] I
R e e s ——
) I ~— — L J I 1

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us,
and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
A reading from Ezekiel.

"The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge”’P As | I|ve says the Lord Gob, this
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “ Know that all lives are mine;
the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins who shall die.

“>Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel:
Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? “°When the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and commit i |n|qU|2y they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. “” Again, when the wicked turn
away from the wickedness the¥ have committed and do what is lawful and
right, they shall save their life. *° Because they considered and turned away
from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. “’ Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.”
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

*“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your
ways, says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your transgressions;
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. °' Cast away from you all the transgressions
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a
new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? ** For | have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, says the Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9

"To you, O Lorob, | lift up my soul.

“My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let
my enemies triumph over me.

* Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to
shame who are treacherous.

“ Show me your ways, O LoRrD, and teach me your paths.

°Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.

°Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from
everlasting.

"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember
me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,
O LoRD.

You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners
in your way.

’You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13
A reading from Philippians.

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy,  make my
joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. ° Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. * Let
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others.
° Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God as something to be grasped,
"put emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human
likeness. And being found in appearance as a human,
® he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
° Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
'“so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,



""and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
Glory of God the Father.

'“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only
in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own
salvation with fear and trembling, “for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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“>When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” ** Jesus said to
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then |
will also tell you by what authority | do these things. “° Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did
you not believe him?’ “° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of
the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” *’ So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what
authority | am doing these things.

“*“\What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” °” He answered, ‘I will not,’
but later he changed his mind and went. *° The father went to the second
and said the same, and he answered, ‘| go, sir,” but he did not go.
*"Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus
said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John came to you in
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you
did not change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

ELW 499

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev -’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I’m con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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‘While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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still thy good-ness prove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 17351790, alt.

Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repositorv of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen
to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to
name difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better
world through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to
use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of
humility. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled
hearts with your forgiveness. Help all those in need (especially). Grant us your
salvation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to
courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new or
challenging places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at
rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing ELW 545
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God
Recessional All Hail The Power Arr. Lani Smith



Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us  with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;

2 Thankswe give and ad - o - ta - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let wus each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your ruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.

s st

=

la

==

> L3,

Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Sweets and Treats Oct4 10 AM

Council Meeting Oct 154 PM

Octoberfest Oct 18 12 PM

Annual Congregational Meeting Nov 8 12 PM

Decorate Church for Christmas Dec 5 10 AM
* Pizza will be provided afterwards

Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 6 3 PM

* Refreshments following the performance




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: Oct 4, 2026
Provided By: Tina Miller

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
October 15, 2026

4 PM

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Sunday Worship Service will return to the Sanctuary
on October 4, 2026 and remain in the Sanctuary until
Palm Sunday.




October 18, 2026

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




The Annual Congregational meeting
will be held:

NOVEMBER 8, 2026

after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.




The Allegheny Chorale presents their 42nd Season
Christmas Concert

Midtinas St. James Lutheran Church hrlstm%s
O?»C/?E s December 6, 2026 ey

3PM

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social

after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@I:H] October 14th 12 PM

fo 1 g ,\. ¢ Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
ﬁ Q” P‘" Wednesday of each month in the
g St James Social Hall

ear Jord

Bless my church family.
Strengthen leaders, encourage

embers, and let us grow in unity.
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Prayer For Peace In The
Country

Dear Lord,

We pray for peace in this country. Let
our shores be blessed with peace and
harmony. Secure our future with
tranquility. Resolve all festering
conflicts that threaten to boil over. Let
this country be a shining beacon of
understanding. Let there be peace
between tribes, religions, and families.
Let your love be the cup we drink from
every day and help us forgive each

other for our trespasses.

e



- St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Y

May God’s love
and blessings

be with you
and remain
with you always.



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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