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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
September 20, 2026
17th Sunday after

Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Robin Kessler
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: A Prayer Gerald Peterson
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us ELW 431
NEXT PAGE



O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us

&
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“Text: Delores Dufner, osp, b. 1939

Music: ALL SAIN'TS NEW, Henry S. Cutler, 1824—1902

Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to
us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us
your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Jonah 3:10—4:11
A reading from Jonah.

'"“When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
brin%; upon them, and he did not do it.

“TBut this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “ He prayed
to the LORD and said, “O LoRbD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my
own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you
are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love,
and relenting from punishment. ° And now, O LORD, please take my life from
me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” “ And the LORD said, “Is it right for
you to be angry?” ° Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the
city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to
see what would become of the city.

°The LorD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very
happy about the bush. " But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed
a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. ®When the sun rose, God
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die
than to live.”

’But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And
he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” '“Then the LoRD said, “You are concerned
about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came
into being in a night and perished in a night. "' And should | not be concerned
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and
also many animals?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8

"I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and
ever.
°Every day will | bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
° Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your
9reatness.

One generation shall praise your works to another and shall
declare your power.
°| will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your
marvelous works.
°They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and | will
recount your greatness.
"They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall
sing joyfully of your righteousness.
°The LoRbD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30
A reading from Philippians.

" For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ““If | am to live in the flesh,
that means fruitful labor for me, yet | cannot say which | will choose.

*1 am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better, “* but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. “° Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith,

“ so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in
Christ Jesus because of me.

“” Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that, whether | come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will
know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel “*and in no way frightened by those
opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. °’ For he has graciously granted you
the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well,
““since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and now
hear that | still have.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



* Please stand if you are able
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner

who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. * After
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his
vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, *and he said to them, “You also go into the
vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.

° And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around,
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ' They said
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into
the vineyard.’ ® When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock
came, each of them received a denarius. '’ Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a
denarius. ' And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, '“ saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.’ * But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? '“ Take what belongs
to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. '° Am
| not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because | am generous?’ '9So the last will be first, and the first
will be last.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 810

O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom - ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak -ing in ac - cents clear and  still
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas - ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom - ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas - ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 18161874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermelirtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.
A brief silence.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news
and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be
witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so
that all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees.
Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with
camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth
that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those
who are injured, ill, and for all in any need (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of
others in the community (especially). Inspire all in this congregation to support
community endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved
ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Glories of Your Name Are Spoken LBW 358
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God
Recessional Lord, Take My Heart Charles Overholt



Glories of Your Name Are Spoken
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he whose word can - not be bro - ken formed you for his own a - bode.
well sup - ply your sonsand daugh-ters, and all fear of want re - move.
for a glo - ry and a cov - ’ring, show - ing that the Lord is near.
let the world de -ride or pit - vy, 1 will glo-ry in your name.
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: AUSTRIA, Franz Joseph Haydn, 1732-1809



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Sweets and Treats Oct4 10 AM

Council Meeting Oct 154 PM

Octoberfest Oct 18 12 PM

Annual Congregational Meeting Nov 8 12 PM

Decorate Church for Christmas Dec 5 10 AM
* Pizza will be provided afterwards

Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 6 3 PM

* Refreshments following the performance




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: Oct 4, 2026
Provided By: Tina Miller

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
October 15, 2026

4 PM

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Sunday Worship Service will return to the Sanctuary
on October 4, 2026 and remain in the Sanctuary until
Palm Sunday.




October 18, 2026

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




The Annual Congregational meeting
will be held:

NOVEMBER 8, 2026

after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.




The Allegheny Chorale presents their 42nd Season
Christmas Concert

Mhidtinas  St. James Lutheran Church hrlstm%s
O?»C/?E s December 6, 2026 ey

3PM

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social

after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@I:H] October 14th 12 PM

fo 1 g ,\. ¢ Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
ﬁ Q” P‘" Wednesday of each month in the
g St James Social Hall
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Bless my church family.
Strengthen leaders, encourage

embers, and let us grow in unity.




ONE AN@THER
AVE TOWV

| |
i NMAVYLE LUVED

]OHN 13:34




Prayer For Peace In The
Country

Dear Lord,

We pray for peace in this country. Let
our shores be blessed with peace and
harmony. Secure our future with
tranquility. Resolve all festering
conflicts that threaten to boil over. Let
this country be a shining beacon of
understanding. Let there be peace
between tribes, religions, and families.
Let your love be the cup we drink from
every day and help us forgive each

other for our trespasses.
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- St. James Evangelical

May God’s love
and blessings

be with you
and remain
with you always.
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God’s work. Our hands.
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