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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
August 16, 2026
12th Sunday after

Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Peggy Thatcher
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: The Solid Rock arr. William Bradley
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  We Come to You for Healing, Lord ELW 617
NEXT PAGE



We Come to You for Healing, Lord
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923

Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764—1824

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

R I I T 0 Meen y 1 T ]
##;P;IIIIIIIIMI\IIEI}I
Eamna e S

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.

E==

| 108

- N
V4N Y 4 1 & F ’ P > > F ’ F
Wy " e = 3 I ) 1 =
ANV I |74 I 1 I | [#] I |74 I 1 I [ 8 )
J T T L T T ¥ —

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
A reading from Isaiah.

"Thus says the LoRD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,

for soon my salvation will come
and my deliverance be revealed.

° And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—

"these | will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.

® Thus says the Lord Gob,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:

| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 67

"May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face
shine upon us.

’Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all
nations.

® Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

“ Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples
with equity and guide all the nations on earth.

° Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

°The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has
blessed us.

"May God give us blessing,

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
A reading from Romans.

[Paul writes:] ' | ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! |
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe
of Benjamin. “ God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

*?For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of
their disobedience, *'so also they have now been disobedient in order
that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy.
““For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful
to all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL.: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

IQ " | i ' '
l\ QV |' ’ —] Zl d d
'Y
Glo - ry to you, 0] Lord.



['° [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and

understand:'" it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it
is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” '“ Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took
offense when they heard what you said?” '“ He answered, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. ' Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.” > But Peter said to him, “Explain this
parable to us.” '° Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding?
'"Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach
and goes out into the sewer? '® But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. "“For out of the heart
come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
witness, slander. “’ These are what defile a person, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile.”]

“! Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
“ Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” ** But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” ** He answered, “ was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.” °° But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” “He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” *" She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” °° Then Jesus answered her,
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed from that moment.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

ELW 588
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814—1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be
united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be a
witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise
up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and
destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the
outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of
countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find
comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with iliness of
any kind (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that
all may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this
community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example
continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and
calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: O Zion, Haste ELW 668
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God
Recessional Go Out With Praise Gilbert Martin



O Zion, Haste
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Welch, 1837—-1901



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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Worship in the Park with Bethany
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Sweets and Treats

Council Meeting

Potluck Dinner

Aug 23 11 AM

Sep 6 10 AM
Sep 84 PM
Sep 13 12 PM




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: Sep 6, 2026
Provided By:

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.
If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

4 PM

Our Next Pot Luck Dinner
will be

September 13, 2026




Worship in the Park with Bethany Aug 23 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park!

R

P



- St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Y

May God’s love
and blessings

be with you
and remain
with you always.



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

AR
A

'l\'."‘ E}G e
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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