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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
August 2, 2026
10th Sunday after

Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Pegﬂy Thatcher
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Be Thou My Vision arr. Anne Krentz
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ELW 461
NEXT PAGE
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All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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All who hun-ger,
All who hun-ger,
All who hun-ger,
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in  truth we will be fed.
Come from rcst-less -ness and  roam-ing. Hcre in joy we  keep the feast.
Come from lonc -1i - ncss and long - ing. Hcre in  pcace we  have been fed.
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You that ycarn for days of full -ncss, all a-round us is our food.
We  that once were lost and scat-tecred in com - mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest arc thosc who from this ta - blc live their days in grat-i - tudc.
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Taste and scc the gracec ¢ - ter - nal. Tastec and scc that God is good.
Taste and scc the grace ¢ - ter - nal. Tastec and scc that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955—1993

Music: 1HOLLY MANNA, W. Moore, Colunibian ITarmony, 1825; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1991 GlA Publicalions, Ince., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, 1L 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibitcd without pcrmission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.

E==

| 108

- N
V4N Y 4 1 & F ’ P > > F ’ F
Wy " e = 3 I ) 1 =
ANV I |74 I 1 I | [#] I |74 I 1 I [ 8 )
J T T L T T ¥ —

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and
you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food
that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.

! Hear, everyone who thirsts;
come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
“Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“ See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
°Now you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

®The LoRD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.

’LoRb, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your
works.

"“The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed
down.

" The eyes of all wait upon you, O LoRD, and you give them their
food in due season.

'®You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
'""You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.

'®You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you
faithfully.

"“You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and
save them.

“You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall
destroy.

“' My mouth shall speak the praise of the LoRbD; let all flesh bless
God’s holy name forever and ever.



Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5
A reading from Romans.

"I am speaking the truth in Chnst—l am not lying; my conscience
confirms it by the HoI%/ Spirit—" 1 have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. " For | could wish that | myself were accursed and
cut off from Chrlst for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own
flesh and blood. “ They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption,
the gIory the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises; ° to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the
flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
*GOSPEL.: Matthew 14:13-21

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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Lord.

"“Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. "“ When he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and
cured their sick. '>When it was evening, the disciples came to him and
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds
away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
'® Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something
to eat.” '’ They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two
fish.” '® And he said, “Bring them here to me.” '* Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish,
he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. ° And all ate
and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,
twelve baskets full. °' And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: ELW 515

Break Now the Bread of Life
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1 Break now the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as  once you
2 Bless your own word of truth, dear Lord, to me, as  when you
3 You are the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, your ho - ly
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broke the loaves be - side the sea. Be - yond the sa - cred page
blessed the bread by Gal - i - lee. Then shall all bond-age cease,
word the truth that res - cues me. Give me to eat and live
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I  seek you, Lord; my spir-it waits for you, O liv-ing Word.
all fet-ters fall; and 1 shall find my peace, my All -in - All!
with you a - bove; teach me to love your truth, for you are love.
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Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.
Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William F. Sherwin, 18261888



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your
word. Bless the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and
writers, that God’s word is broken open and shared with all. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures
are fed and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish,
and all whose labor brings your abundance to our tables. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in
harmony. As this week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; draw our hearts instead
toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are
comforted. Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who
are suffering in body, mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of
life in you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may become
blessings for this community. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness
continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your promises
in life and in death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: | Come with Joy ELW 482
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God
Recessional Chorus Of The Blessed Spirits  Christopher Gluck



I Come with Joy
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for- giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris-tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the r1is - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
0 | |
A S i K
¥ — | P I " . 5 P — L
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ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
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done, we'll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now  are friends, and strang - ers now  are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmonv, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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Sweets and Treats

Worship in the Park with Bethany
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Council Meeting

Potluck Dinner

Aug 2 10 AM
Aug 23 11 AM

Sep 84 PM
Sep 13 12 PM




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: August 2, 2026
Provided By: Diane Shultz

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

4 PM

Our Next Pot Luck Dinner
will be

September 13, 2026



Worship in the Park with Bethany Aug 23 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park!
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- St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Y

May God’s love
and blessings

be with you
and remain
with you always.
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God’s work. Our hands.
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