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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
July 19, 2026
8th Sunday after

Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Introit Louis Vierne
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733
NEXT PAGE



Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, o God my Fa - ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur -eth, thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn - ing with thee; thou chang -est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove Jjoin with all na - ture in
pres - ence Lo cheer and to guide; strength for to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man - i - fold wit-ness to thy grecat faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!

Great is  thy faith-ful -ness! Great is

- = \ 14

morn-ing new mer - cies 1 see; all 1 have need - ed thy

hand hath pro - vid-ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un - to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chis
ATTHEULNIE

Mus: William M. Runyan, 18701957
“Text and music €@ 1923 B

1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 11, 60188. ATl rights reserved. Used by permission.

1 ion inany form i without p ission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8
A reading from Isaiah.

®Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first, and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
® Do not fear or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17

""Teach me your way, O LoRD, and | will walk in your truth; give me an
undivided heart to revere your name.

'“1 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify
your name forevermore.

" For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of
death.

"“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people seeks my life; they have not set you before their eyes.

' But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger,
and full of kindness and truth.

'®Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your
servant, and save the child of your handmaid.

" Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it
and be put to shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and
comforted me.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25
A reading from Romans.

“So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—'"for if you live according to the flesh, you will
die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. " For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. ° For
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” "°it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

" and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we
in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.



'®| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. '° For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, *’ for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope *"that the creation itself will be set free from
its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. ** We know that the whole creation has been groaning
together as it suffers together the pains of labor, * and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. “* For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes
for what one already sees? “° But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
*GOSPEL.: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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Glo - ry to  you, O Lord.

“*Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field,”” but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away. “° So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.  And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ ** He answered,
‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to
go and gather them?’ “’ But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. *’ Let both of them grow together
until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.””

“*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” °" He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; “° the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, **and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. “0 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so
will it be at the end of the age. “IThe Son of Man will send his angels, and
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,
*?and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. “° Then the righteous will shine like the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: ELW 516

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

Ili:it ifl’l

iai

& - _IP_

&

1 Al - might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit-ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re-ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.
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Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562




*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God'’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the
wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost
among the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of
oceans, microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we
share earth’s dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide
wisely toward the flourishing of all. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been
uprooted by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment,
false witness to their character, or iliness or injury. (We pray especially for . . .)
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers,
daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches,
teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming
first-time babysitters. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times
and places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like
the sun in your presence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Oh, Worship the King ELW 843
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God
Recessional "Lenox" arr. Sam Owens



Oh, Worship the King

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.

Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727
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1 Oh, wor - ship  the King, all - glo - rious a bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what tongue can re cite?
4 Frail chil - dren of du'st, and fee - ble as frail,
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Oh, gratc - ful - ly sing God’s pow - ecr and love;
Al - might - y, your pow'r has found - ed of old;
It breathes 1n the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we trust, nor find vou to fail:
| - | -
. I I I = =Y
Fg—Fr P — — ——8
I |' I I I o i F =
0 u . | .
7+ ; ] I I ! I I
&—F— | - —
| — | - e |
L a & A
our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of Days,
es - tab - lished it fast by a change - less de - cree,
it strcams from the  hills, it de - scends to the  plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
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pa - wvil -1oned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and  sweet - ly dis - ulls in the dew and the Tain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er re - deem -er, and friend.
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTAN

1t

Worship in the Park with Bethany
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Sweets and Treats

Worship in the Park with Bethany
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Council Meeting

Potluck Dinner

July 26 11 AM

Aug 2 10 AM
Aug 23 11 AM

Sep 84 PM
Sep 13 12 PM




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: August 2, 2026
Provided By: Diane Shultz

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

4 PM

Our Next Pot Luck Dinner
will be

September 13, 2026



Worship in the Park with Bethany July 26 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park with Bethany Aug 23 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park!
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- St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Y

May God’s love
and blessings

be with you
and remain
with you always.



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
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God’s work. Our hands.
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