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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
June 7, 2026
2nd Sunday

after Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Pegﬂy Thatcher
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: On Two American Hymn Tunes arr. Hugh Livingston
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Lord God, We Praise You ELW 558
NEXT PAGE



Lord God, We Praise You
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1 Lord God, we praise you, now the night is o - ver, ac - tive and
2 Mon-arch of all things, fit wus for your man - sions; ban - ish our
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watch-ful, stand - ing here be - fore you; sing - ing, we  of - fer
weak -ness, health and whole-ness send - ing; bring us to heav - en,
bless -ed, send wus your sal - va - tion; yours is the glo - ry,
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prayer and med -1 - ta - tion; thus we a - dore you.
where your saints u - nit - ed joy with-out end - ing.
gleam-ing and re - sound-ing through all cre - a - tion.
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Text: attr. Gregory I, 540-604; tr. composite
Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, Paris Antiphoner, 1681

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
0 | )
¥t I T 1 T )
- 1 1 1 1
= | 9 = | 1
| — | | 1 el 11}
> o > } }
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
0 | .
| A2 T I 1 T 1}
- | | | 1l
| ‘g 5 ; t b ﬂ I = 1 &7 = 1]
| - 1 | 1 - 1}
) o } 1
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 | "
[ ] T 1 I n I n
b 1 1 I 1 I 1| 1]
Hey i e & 4 ] | i
) - Lo
Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
0 |
| A T T T 1 ) T 1 |
1 1 1 T 1 1 I |
\_/ \__//

A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.

E==

| 108

- N
V4N Y 4 1 & F ’ P > > F ’ F
Wy " e = 3 I ) 1 =
ANV I |74 I 1 I | [#] I |74 I 1 I [ 8 )
J T T L T T ¥ —

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By
the power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us
to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Hosea 5:15—6:6
A reading from Hosea.

"I will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:
®T“Come, let us return to the LORD,
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.
° After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
°Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn,;
he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”
“What shall | do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall | do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
°Therefore | have hewn them by the prophets;
| have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
°For | desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 50:7-15

"“Listen, my people, and | will speak: Israel, | will bear witness against

you; for | am God, your God.

°1 do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; your burnt
offerings are always before me.

?1 will not accept a calf from your stalls, nor goats from your pens;

'“for all the wild animals of the forest are mine, the cattle on a
thousand hills.

"I know every bird of the mountains, and the creatures of the fields are
mine.

'“If 1 were hungry, | would not tell you, for the whole world is mine
and all that is in it.

Do you think | eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?

'“ Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and make good your
vows to the Most High.

'“Call upon me in the day of trouble; | will deliver you, and you shall
honor me.

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25
A reading from Romans.

" The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. " For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. '° For the law brings wrath, but where there
is no law, neither is there transgression.



'®For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest
on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(who is the father of all of us, ' as it is written, “I have made you the
father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist. '° Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the
father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your
descendants be.” '“He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a
hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “’ No distrust
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in
his faith as he gave glory to God, *' being fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised. “* Therefore “it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” *>Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written
not for his sake alone “* but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, ° who was
handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - Tu - 1a.

*GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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Glo - 1y to you, O Lord.

° As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the
tax-collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and
followed him.

' And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners
came and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. '’ When the Pharisees
saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” '“ But when he heard this, he said, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. '* Go and
learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For | have not come
to call the righteous but sinners.”

'"®While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in
and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and
lay your hand on her, and she will live.” '* And Jesus got up and followed
him, with his disciples. “° Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering
from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the
fringe of his cloak, *' for she was saying to herself, “If | only touch his
cloak, | will be made well.” *° Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take
heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made
well from that moment. > When Jesus came to the leader’s house and
saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, ** he said, “Go
away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. *° But
when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the
hand, and the girl got up. “° And the report of this spread through all of that
district.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Sermon




*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

ELW 759
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1 My  faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,
2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze 1 tread and  griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe  sOr-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a - way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a - way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808—1887

Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792—1872




*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs
of the world.

A brief silence.

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in
following Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of creation, all you have made is yours (local landmarks and bodies of
water may be named). Revive lands in need of healing and make us wise
stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end
to conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction.
Comfort people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need (especially).
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the
body of Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings
joyous, and grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your
faithfulness (like Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, whom the
church remembers today). May remembering their faithfulness strengthen our
own. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW 588
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God
Recessional A Hymn Of Glory Let Us Sing  Arr. Thomas Gieschen



There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 'Tis  not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg-er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W, Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTA

Sweets and Treats Jun7 10 AM
Council Meeting Jun 8 4 PM
Church Picnic Jun 28 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park with Bethany July 26 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park with Bethany Aug 23 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: June 7, 2026
Provided By: Bill and Judy Dambeck

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
June 8, 2026
4 PM




Church Picnic

Planning for the Church Picnic has begun.You

can use the sign up sheet on the bulletin
board.

Church Picnic will be held June 28, 2026 at
Highland Park, Pavillion #2.

Mass 11 AM Lunch 12 PM
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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