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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
May 17, 2026
7th Sunday of Easter

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Robin Kessler & Mark Hoover
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED

EEPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
31114

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Up Through Endless Ranks Of Angels arr. David Polley
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! ELW 393
NEXT PAGE



A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

1 A hymn of glo-ry let us
2 The ho -1y ap - os-tol -ic band up - on
3 To whom the shin-ing an - gels cry, “Why stand
4 the
5

to

“You see him now, as-cend-ing high up to
(@) ris - en Christ, as-cend-ed Lord, all praise

por-tals
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sing! New hymns through-out the world shall
the Mount of Ol - ives
and gaze up - on
of

you let earth ac-

D — | - | | mi— *
ring: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ, by a rtoad be - fore un -
stand, Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! and with his faith-ful fol-1"wers
sky?? Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! “This is the Sav-ior!” thus they
sky” Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
cord: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - Iu - ia! You are, while end-less ag - es
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trod, as - cends un - to the throne of God.
see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, “this is his glo-rious tri-umph day!” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty.”
run, with Fa - ther and with Spir - it  one.
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Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - Iu - ia!

Text: Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengestinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended
to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in
joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14
A reading from Acts.

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” " He replied, “It is not for you
to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. ° But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” “When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. '° While he was going and they were gazing up
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. '’ They said,
“‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. '°When they had entered the
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John,
and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,
James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. ' Al
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

' Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered: let those who hate
God flee.

 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; as the
wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence
of God.

° But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them also be
merry and joyful.

“Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides
the clouds; | Am is that name, rejoice before God!

°In your holy habitation, O God, you are a father to orphans, defender of
widows;

°you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into
freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert places.

"0 God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched
through the wilderness,

®the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence
of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

?You sent a bountiful rain, O God; you restored your inheritance when it
languished.

'"“Your people found their home in it; in your goodness, O God, you
have made provision for the poor.

“?Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; sing praises to the Lord.

“*You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; you send
forth your voice, your mighty voice.

** Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is
in the skies.

**How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!



Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

A reading from 1 Peter.

'“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place
among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to
you. ~ But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. " If
you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit
of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.

**Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that
he may exalt you in due time. " Cast all your anxiety on him, because he
cares for you. ° Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour.

’ Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and
sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. '’ And
after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory i in Christ, will himself restore, support,
strengthen, and establish you. '' To him be the power forever and ever.
Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.



*GOSPEL: John 17:1-11
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

' After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to
heaven and said, Father the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the
Son may glorify you, “since you have g|ven him authorlty over all people,
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. ® And this is eternal
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
you have sent. * | glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave
me to do. ° So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory
that | had in your presence before the world existed.

°“| have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word "Now they know that everything you have given me is from
you, ® for the words that you gave to me | have given to them, and they
have received them and know in truth that | came from you, and they
have believed that you sent me. ?1 am asking on their behalf; | am not
asking on behalf of the worId but on behalf of those whom you gave me,
because they are yours. ' All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and |
have been glorified in them. "' And now | am no longer in the world, but
they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, 0 Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word
ELW 855

Crown Him with Many Crowns
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1 Crown him with man - y «crowns, the Lamb wup - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir - gin’s Son, the God in - car - nalc  born,
3 Crown him the TLord of love be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of time,
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hark, how the heav'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim -son tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds, yet vis - i1 - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - 11 - fied.
and rose vic - to - rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll - ing spheres, in - ef - fab - 1y sub - lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit of the mys - tic rose, yet of that rose the stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - 1y bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whence mer - cy ev - er Hows, the babe of Beth - le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at mys -ter - ies so bright.
who died, e - ter - nal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.
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“lext: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godlrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit,
inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture plants
and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care for all you
have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political
leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others a
desire for peace and equity. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and
relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort those
living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those
experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, new
employment (other transitions may be named), and accompany us in our
prayers during these times. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the
steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be confident
in the assurances you give. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song:  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! ELW 634
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional Lord Enthroned In Heavenly Splendor ~ William Owens



All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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1 Al hail the pow’r of Je - sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 O seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you hcirs of Da-vid’s linc, whom Da - vid Lord did
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by  his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God 1in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro - phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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5 Letev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726—-1792, sts. 1—4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvmins, 1787, sts. 5—6

Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Potluck Dinner May 17 PM
Sweets and Treats Jun7 10 AM
Council Meeting Jun 8 4 PM
Church Picnic Jun 28 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park with Bethany July 26 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Worship in the Park with Bethany Aug 23 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: June 7, 2026
Provided By: Bill and Judy Dambeck

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
May 17, 2026
12 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

June 8, 2026
4 PM




Church Picnic

Planning for the Church Picnic has begun.You

can use the sign up sheet on the bulletin
board.

Church Picnic will be held June 28, 2026 at
Highland Park, Pavillion #2.

Mass 11 AM Lunch 12 PM







St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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