
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

May 10, 2026 

6th Sunday of  Easter 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Steve Katcher 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:       Priere a Notre-Dame     L. Boellmann  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:          Alleluia!, Sing to Jesus                  ELW 392  
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in  
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your 
children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                         Acts 17:22-31  
  

 A reading from Acts. 
 

22
 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how  

extremely spiritual you are in every way. 
23

 For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as  
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 

24
 The God who made the world and everything 

in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by  
human hands, 

25
 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed  

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.  
26

 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 
they would live, 

27
 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about 

for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
28

 For ‘In 
him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets 
have said,  
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29

 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold 
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  
30

 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, 

31
 because he has fixed a day on which he will 

have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm:         Psalm 66:8-20 
  
8
 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. 

 
9
 Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our 

feet to slip. 
 
10

 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 
11

 You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our 
backs. 
 
12

 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 
13

 I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my 
vows— 
 
14

 those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I 
was in trouble. 
 
15

 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
I will give you oxen and goats. 
 
16

 Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what God has 
done for me. 
 
17

 I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my 
tongue. 
 
18

 If I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; 
 
19

 but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of 
my prayer. 
 
20

 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld  
unfailing love from me. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Second Reading:               1 Peter 3:13-22  
 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
 

13
 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 

14
 But even 

if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 
they fear, and do not be intimidated, 

15
 but in your hearts sanctify Christ 

as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 

16
 yet do it with  

gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you 
are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may 
be put to shame. 

17
 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 

should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
18

 For Christ also  
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit, 

19
 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, 
20

 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in 
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 
eight lives, were saved through water. 

21
 And baptism, which this  

prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as 
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of  
Jesus Christ, 

22
 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 

with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

* Please stand if you are able 



Sermon 

*GOSPEL:                 John 14:15-21  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
15

 “If you love me, you will keep my  
commandments. 

16
 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you forever. 
17

 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  

18
 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 

19
 In a little while 

the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live. 

20
 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you 

in me, and I in you. 
21

 They who have my commandments and keep them 
are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my  
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 456 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship 
with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim 
Christ’s righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young  
animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards 
for the environment. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity 
among judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, 
and peace among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any 
who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console 
all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares 
for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us 
to care for one another. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example 
of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, 
and salvation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!    ELW 385 
NEXT PAGE                      

 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional                  Menuet Gothique        L. Boellmann  



                



In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt         Bob Holsinger Sr 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt        Carolyn Feather 

Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger  The soul of Deborah Manbeck 
The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki   The soul of Carol Weaver 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

                     

    

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
 
Potluck Dinner     May 17 PM 
Sweets and Treats     Jun 7 10 AM 
Council Meeting     Jun 8 4 PM 
Church Picnic      Jun 28 11 AM 
 *Highland Park Pavillion #2 
Worship in the Park with Bethany July 26 11 AM 
        *Highland Park Pavillion #2 
Worship in the Park with Bethany Aug 23 11 AM 
        *Highland Park Pavillion #2 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: May 3, 2026 
    Provided By: Alda Hetrick  
(Memorial to Carol Weaver) 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.  
If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   Sunday School 
Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

  

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  
June 8, 2026   

4 PM 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

May 17, 2026 
 

12 PM 

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: June 7, 2026 
    Provided By: Bill and Judy Dambeck 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.  
If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   Sunday School 
Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

  

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  
June 8, 2026   

4 PM 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

May 17, 2026 
 

12 PM 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the Church Picnic has begun. You 

can use the sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board. 
 

Church Picnic will be held June 28, 2026 at 

Highland Park, Pavillion #2.   
 

Mass 11 AM Lunch 12 PM 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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