
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

May 3, 2026 

4th Sunday of  Easter 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply:  
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:    Holy Manna           Arr. Wilbur Held  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:         Christ is Made the Sure Foundation          LBW 367 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his  
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                          Acts 7:55-60  
  

 A reading from Acts. 
 

55
 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56

 “Look,” he said, “I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 

57
 But 

they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
58

 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the  
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59
 While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
60

 Then he 
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM                      Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 
 

1
 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me 

in your righteousness. 
2
 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 

3
 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my 

stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
4
 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my 

tower of strength. 
5
 Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, 

God of truth. 
15

 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
16

 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”   



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Second Reading:               1 Peter 2:2-10  
 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
 

2
 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you 

may grow into salvation 
3
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

  
4
 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen 

and precious in God’s sight, and 
5
 like living stones let yourselves be built 

into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

6
 For it stands in scripture:  

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7
 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not  

believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the  
     corner,” 
8
 and  

 “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. 
  

9
 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

10
 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you 

      had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

* Please stand if you are able 



Sermon 

*GOSPEL:                 John 14:1-14  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
1
 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe 

in God; believe also in me. 
2
 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 

places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you? 

3
 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
4
 And 

you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5
 Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6
 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. 
7
 If you know me, you will know 

my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  

8
 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 

9
 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 

do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

10
 Do you not believe that I am in the  

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 

11
 Believe me 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then  
believe because of the works themselves. 

12
 Very truly, I tell you, the one 

who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 

13
 I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 

14
 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 654 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay 
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your 
steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains 
and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and  
climate disaster. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be  
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to 
be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge 
and assistance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve,  
provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill 
caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world.  
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and 
to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those 
unable to attend worship today. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that 
we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed 
who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 



 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:           Sing with All the Saints in Glory     ELW 426 
NEXT PAGE                      

 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional                Rock Of Ages.    Arr. Al Roberts 
                     



                

Sing with All the Saints in Glory 
 

1 Sing with all the saints in glory, 
 sing the resurrection song! 
 Death and sorrow, earth's dark story, 
 to the former days belong. 
 All around the clouds are breaking, 
 soon the storms of time shall cease; 
 in God's likeness we awaken, 
 knowing everlasting peace. 
 
2 Oh, what glory, far exceeding 
 all that eye has yet perceived! 
 Holiest hearts for ages pleading 
 never that full joy conceived. 
 God has promised, Christ prepares it, 
 there on high our welcome waits. 
 Ev'ry humble spirit shares it, 
 Christ has passed the eternal gates. 
 
3 Life eternal! heav'n rejoices: 
 Jesus lives who once was dead. 
 Shout with joy, O deathless voices! 
 Child of God, lift up your head! 
 Life eternal! Oh, what wonders 
 crowd on faith; what joy unknown, 
 when, amid earth's closing thunders, 
 saints shall stand before the throne! 

 
Text: William J. Irons, 1812-1883, alt. 



In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt         Bob Holsinger Sr 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt        Carolyn Feather 

Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger  The soul of Deborah Manbeck 
The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki   The soul of Carol Weaver 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

                     

    

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Sweets and Treats     May 3 10 AM 
Potluck Dinner     May 17 PM 
Sweets and Treats     Jun 7 10 AM 
Council Meeting     Jun 8 4 PM 
Church Picnic      Jun 28 11 AM 
 *Highland Park Pavillion #2 
Worship in the Park with Bethany July 26 11 AM 
        *Highland Park Pavillion #2 
Worship in the Park with Bethany Aug 23 11 AM 
        *Highland Park Pavillion #2 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: May 3, 2026 
    Provided By: Alda Hetrick  
(Memorial to Carol Weaver) 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.  
If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   Sunday School 
Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

  

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  
June 8, 2026   

4 PM 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

May 17, 2026 
 

12 PM 

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: May 3, 2026 
    Provided By: Alda Hetrick  
(Memorial to Carol Weaver) 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.  
If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   Sunday School 
Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

  

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  
June 8, 2026   

4 PM 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

May 17, 2026 
 

12 PM 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the Church Picnic has begun. You 

can use the sign up sheet on the bulletin 

board. 
 

Church Picnic will be held June 28, 2026 at 

Highland Park, Pavillion #2.   
 

Mass 11 AM Lunch 12 PM 







St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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