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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
April 12, 2026
2nd Sunday of Easter

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED

EEPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
31114

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: The Triumph arr. Lani Smith
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! ELW 369
NEXT PAGE



Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!
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1 Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day; Al - Ic - Tu - ia!
2 For thc shecep the Lamb has blcd, Al - Ic - Tu - ia!
3  Christ, the vic - uim un - de - [filed, Al - Ic - Tu - ia!
4 Chris - lans, on thias ho - ly day, Al - le - Ju -  ia!
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Chris -tians, has - ten on your way; Al - le - Ju - ija!
sin - less in the sin - ner’s stead. Al - le - Tlu - ia!
God and sin - ncrs rcec - on - ciled, Al - Ic - Tu - ia!
all your gratc - ful hom - age pay; Al - lc - Ju - ia!
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of - fer praise with love re - plete, Al - le - Iu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n  on high; Al - le - lu - ia!
when con - tend - ing dcath and life, Al - Ic - Iu - ia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Al - Ic - Iu - ia!
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‘lText: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. ¢. 1050; ir. Janc E. Lceson, 1807-1882, alt.
Music: TLILANFATR, Robert Williams, 1781—-1821

*GREETING:

at the pas - chal vic - tim’s feet. Al - le - Iu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - Iu - ia!
met in strange and awe - some strife. Al - le - Iu - ia!
now he lives, no more to die. Al - le - Iu - ia!
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

R I I T 0 Meen y 1 T ]
##;P;IIIIIIIIMI\IIEI}I
Eamna e S

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in
you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
A reading from Acts.

'“? peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]:
*?“Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know “”this man, handed over to
you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. ** But God raised him up, having
released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be
held in its power. “° For David says concerning him,
‘| saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
““therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced:;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
" For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
“You have made known to me the ways of life;
ou will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
“Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that
he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *’ Since he
was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would
put one of his descendants on his throne. °' Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
*2“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

2



PSALM Psalm 16

" Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you; | have said to the LORD,
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.”

 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who
are noble among the people.

° But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.

“1 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their
names upon my lips.

°0 LoRD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
°My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, | have a rich
inheritance.

"I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night
after night.

°I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my right
hand, | shall not be shaken.

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall
rest in hope.

'”For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see
the pit.

""You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of
joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.



Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

A reading from 1 Peter.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a I|V|ng hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead “and into an |nher|tance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, °who are
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. ° In this you re10|ce even if now for a little
while you have had to suffer various trials, * so that the genumeness of
your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when
Jesus Christ is revealed. ° Although you have not seen him, you love him,
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, ° for you are receiving the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.



*GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, 0O Lord.

'"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
0 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *' Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” “*When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. “’ If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them:; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” “*But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
2 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

“9 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” *° Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” “? Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

*“Now Jesus did many other si%ns in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. *' But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 386

O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing
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1 O sons and daugh - ters, let us sing
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day,
3 An an - gel clad in white they see,
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear;
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with heav’'n - ly hosts to Christ our king:
the faith - ful wom - en went their way
who sits and speaks un - to the three,
a - mong them came their mas - ter dear,
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to - day the grave has lost its  sting! Al -le - lu - ial
to seek the tomb where Je - sus lay. Al -le -1lu - ia!
“Your Lord will go to Gal - i - leeX Al -le -Iu - ia!
and said, “My peace be with  you here.” Al -le - lu - ial
0 After the final stanza
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Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.
5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 7 No longer Thomas then denied;
that they had seen the risen Lord, he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
he doubted the disciples’ word. “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and look upon my hands, my feet; and yet whose faith has constant been,
not faithless, but believing be.” for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: O FILIT ET FILIAE, French tune, 15th cent.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do
not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by
day. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to
the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of
subatomic particles. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and
openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to
work for peace in their nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any
way (especially). Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the
inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection.
Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and
sacrificial love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have
joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their withess and bring us with
them into your glorious presence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song:  The Strife Is O’re, the Battle Done ELW 366
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional Tell Out My Soul Smith/Greeatorex



The Strife Is O’cr, the Battle Done
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1 The strife is o’cr, the bat - tle done; now is the wvic - tor’s
2 The pow’rs of dcath have donc their worst; Je - sus their le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick - ly sped, Christ ris - es glo - rious
4 Christ closed the yawn - ing gates of  hell; the bars from heav’n’s high
5 Lord, by the stripes which wound-ed you, from death’s sting free your
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tri - umph won! Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - ia!
has dis-persed. Let shouts of ho - ly joy out-burst. Al-le - Tn - ia!
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Text: Svmphonia Sirenurm, Koln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909
Music: VICTORY, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525-1594; arr. William H. Monk, 18231889



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Potluck Dinner Apr 1912 PM

Allegheny Chorale Concert Apr 26 3 PM
Sweets and Treats May 3 10 AM
Council Meeting Jun 8 4 PM
Church Picnic Jun 28 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #2

Church Picnic

Planning for the Church Picnic has begun.
You can use the sign up sheet on the bulletin
board.

Church Picnic will be held June 28, 2026 at
Highland Park, Pavillion #2.

Mass 11 AM Lunch 12 PM




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: May 3, 2026
Provided By: Alda Hetrick
(Memorial to Carol Weaver)

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
April 19, 2026
12 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

June 8, 2026
4 PM




FREE TO THE PUBLIC

llegheny

horale an&

CELEBRATING WITH SONG
250 YEARS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE

* W *

Sunday, April 26, 2026 at 3pm
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Altoona

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 7pm
First Presbyterian Church, Tyrone

Deborah Estright, Director

* Congregation is asked to bring cookies for the
reception after the concert.




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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