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Palmv & Passiovy
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your voice to
ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or prayer write it on
the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Before
you leave us today, we ask that you
please sign our guest book.

We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized
Christians to share in this Holy Feast.

Vice Pastor: Rev. Scott Custead
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus
Christ through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements
Prelude: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna arr. J. Wayne Kerr
Blessing of the Palms

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
R: Hosanna in the highest.

Gospel Reading Matthew21:1-11

Jesus enters Jerusalem
"When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, * saying to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt
with her; untie them and bring them to me. ° If anyone says anything to
you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send them
immediately.” “ This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the
prophet:

°“Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

° The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; ” they brought the
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. ° A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. ° The crowds that went ahead
of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
"“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who
is this?” '' The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.”

The Gospel of the Lord



P: The Lord be with you.
R: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed
Messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his
way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to
follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

*GATHERING SONG: ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR ELW 344
Next Page



All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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Text: Theodulph of Orleans, c. 760—821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635
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P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
R: Hosanna in the highest.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: As we now enter the week in which we contemplate of the passion of
our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world
through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.

ALL: O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of
your Son you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the
cross of Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.

*The Lord GOD has given me

the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens —
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.

°The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.

®| gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;



®he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SOLO Bob Hench

Psalm 31:9-16

*Have mercy on me, O LORD, for am in trouble; my eye is consumed with
sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.

""For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my
strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.

" am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to
my
acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me.

'2) ike the dead | am forgotten, out of mind; | am as useless as a
broken pot.

For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put
their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.

“But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD. | have said, "You are
my God.

"My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and
from those who persecute me.

'®et your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast
love."



Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Philippians.

°Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
Swho, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
®he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.
*Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
%950 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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"When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage,
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go
into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. *If anyone says
anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send
them immediately.” * This took place to fulfill what had been spoken
through the prophet:

*“Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

® The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; ’ they brought
the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on
them. ® A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. ° The crowds that
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

“‘Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

%\When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,
“Who is this?” "' The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.”

The Gospel of the Lord
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Praise to  you, O  Christ,
Sermon

We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: At the Name of Jesus ELW 416

*Next Page




At the Name of Jesus
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Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877
Music: KING'S WESTON, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from Songs of Praise, © Oxford University Press 1925.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God'’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers
in your church both globally and locally (here local bishops, pastors, deacons,
and lay preachers may be named). Open our hearts to encounter the infinite
life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land
and sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears
witness to your saving love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your
beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so
that they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who,
like Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be
with those experiencing pain or loss this day (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy
Week. Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for (Hans Nielsen
Hauge and) all the faithful departed who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from
death’s power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation
to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming
death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the

Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
C: Amen
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s

body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed arr. Robert B. Farlee
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844—-1930, alt.
Music: HERZLIEBSTER JESU, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Mark Your Calendars Bl 5’}
UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:
Potluck Dinner Mar 22 12 PM

Maundy Thursday Worship Service Apr 27 PM
(CANCELLED)
*Welcome to attend Bethany at 7 PM

Good Friday Worship Service Apr 3 2 PM
St Luke’s Community Lunch Apr 8 12 PM
Potluck Dinner Apr 1912 PM
Allegheny Chorale Concert Apr 26 3 PM
Sweets and Treats May 3 10 AM
Council Meeting Jun 8 4 PM
Church Picnic Jun 28 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #2

« NOTE: Sweets and Treats is canceled for April due to
it falling on Easter Sunday!




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE: May 3, 2026
Provided By: Alda Hetrick
(Memorial to Carol Weaver)

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
March 22, 2026
12 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
June 8, 2026

4 PM

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@B{I Apr 8 12 PM

ohg®sln b o5e » e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
( 9” " ;“” ‘\' g~ Wednesday of each month in the
. A St James Social Hall




Maundy Thursday— April 2nd 12:00PM(CANCELLED)

“Lord make our sad divisions soon to cease; draw us all
closer, each to each, we plead, by drawing all to you, O
Prince of peace.” (ELW 463)

On this sacred night, we remember the final night which
Jesus gathered with the original twelve disciples sharing with them the
commandments of Love and Grace through meal and the washing of feet.
This is a night which we give thanks for the gift of communion as we are
mere hours away from his death on the cross.

The altar is stripped as we remember Jesus being stripped of his freedom as
we hear the words of Psalm 22 preparing us for
Good Friday.

Good Friday— April 3rd 2:00PM

(Communion will not be celebrated)

We gather at the foot of the cross to hear the words of

Jesus’s agonizing death for us and for our salvation. In this

service of remembrance we ponder his trial, his torture, his carrying the
cross, his crucifixion and burial through the use of Scripture and hymns.
We also hear the final words of Jesus by candlelight and leave in darkness
and silence this night.

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD (EASTER SUNDAY) April
5" 10:45AM

It has finally arrived!! If you ever wonder if
there was a day in which the world was
changed, the first Easter was that day. We gather
' to celebrate Christ being Raised from the
'Dead!!! Death, sin, fear, cruelty, injustice, and -
| evil no longer have the final say in our lives o
because the final words belong to Jesus. Christ
is risen and we celebrate that freedom! The church will be
decorated to celebrate this momentous occasion.




FREE TO THE PUBLIC
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CELEBRATING WITH SONG
250 YEARS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE

* W *

Sunday, April 26, 2026 at 3pm
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Altoona

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 7pm
First Presbyterian Church, Tyrone

Deborah Estright, Director

* Congregation is asked to bring cookies for the
reception after the concert.
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