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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
March 8, 2026
Third Sunday in Lent

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Steve Katcher
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED

EEPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
31114

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: My Song Is Love Unknown R. Vaughan Williams
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty ELW 777
NEXT PAGE



Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty
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1 “Come to me, pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa - ter I will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-’lers wea - ry; come that I may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be - liev -ers bur - dened; find re - fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come (o me, Te - pen-tlant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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Je -sus, ev - er-flow-ing foun - tain, give us wa -ter from your well.
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Text: Delores Dufner, OsB, b. 1939

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hvrmns, 1985
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, 104 Chapel Lane, St. Joscph, MIN 56374,

Arr. © 1985 Augsburg l'ortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and
wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the
well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
A reading from Exodus.

" From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed
by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was
no water for the people to drink.  The people quarreled with Moses and said,
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the LORD?” ° But the people thirsted there for water, and the
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” “ So Moses cried out
to the LORD, “What shall | do for this people? They are almost ready to stone
me.” > The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck
the Nile and go. ° | will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. " He called the place Massah
and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is
the LORD among us or not?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 95

' Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our
salvation.

’Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud
shout to the LORD with psalms.



*For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.

“In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills
are also yours.

°The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry
land.

°Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD
our maker.

"For the LoRD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and
the sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God'’s voice!

®“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in
the desert.

’ There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they
had seen my works.

'“Forty years | loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this
people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’

"”»

""Indeed | swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11
A reading from Romans.

' Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, “ through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

° And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that
affliction produces endurance, *and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, °and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.



° For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. " Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. ° But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

Much more surely, therefore, since we have now been justified by his
blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. "’ For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his
Son much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his
life. "' But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Thanks be to God.
* Please stand if you are able

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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stead - fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast  love.
*GOSPEL: John 4:5-42

The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

° [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and
Jesus tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

" A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her
“Give me a drink.” ® (His dISCIp|eS had gone to the city to buy food.) ” The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of
me, a woman, of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) '’ Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who
it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” = The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? '“ Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” ' Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, ' but those who
drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that
I WI|| give will become in them a sprlng of water gushing up to eternal life.

"“The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be
thlrsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

® Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” '/ The
woman answered him, “| have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are
right in saying, ‘I have no husband,” '®for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” "“ The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet.

“Y Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the
place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” " Jesus said to her,
“‘Woman, believe me, the hour is comlng when you, will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. “* You worshlp what
you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. “’ But the hour is coming and is now here when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him.

”



** God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” °° The woman said to him, “l know that Messiah is coming” gwho is
called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” “° Jesus
said to her, “l am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

“" Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why
are you speaking with her?” “° Then the woman left her water jar and
went back to the city. She said to the people, **“Come and see a man
who told me everything | have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can
he?” *’ They left the city and were on their way to him.

°" Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”

2 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”

* S0 the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?” ** Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to complete his work. *° Do you not say, ‘Four months
more, then comes the harvest'? But | tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. °° The reaper is already receiving
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may
rejoice together. °’ For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ °°| sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

**Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” ** So when
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he
stayed there two days. *' And many more believed because of his word.
*“They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is
truly the Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 623

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand 1 bring; sim-ply to thy cross 1 cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res - pite know, could my tears for - ev - er flow,

Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when I soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou - ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, 1 to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or I die.

Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God'’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons,
bishops, and all servants of your gospel the endurance that produces
character and the hope that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing
with drought (especially), and bring relief to places damaged by floods
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and
peoples, and reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality,
moral conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who
need nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy
to any in need (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the
joyful noise we make and bless the work of our church musicians and musical
ensembles (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We
remember all who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the
hope of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: O Day of Rest and Gladness ELW 521
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional When | Survey The Wondrous Cross  arr. Robert Farlee



O Day of Rest and Gladness
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1 O day of rest and glad - ness, O day of joy and light,
2 On you, at earth’s cre - a - tion, the light first had its birth;
3 To - day on wea - 1y na - tions the heav’'n-ly man-na falls;
4 New grac -es ev - er gain - ing from this our day of rest,
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(@] ballm for care and sad - mness, most beau-ti - ful, most bright:
on you, for our sal - va tion, Christ rose from depths of earth;
to ho - ly con - vo - ca - tions the sil - ver trum-pet calls,
we Tteach the r1est re - main - g o spir - its of the blest.
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on you, our Lord vic - to - rious the Spir - it sent from heav'n;
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We sing to you our prais - es, O Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son;
—
a7 A S—
X . STR LI | 11 | I 11 I | ¥~
| I T I : | i I I B
0 o 4 . . . . .
b4 AL I ] ’\l . ] I : . . I I—'_I ] I I I ] i |
@ - 1 | I I ] | | I ﬁ i = < i |
J I o - l =
sing, “Ho - 1ly. ho - ly, ho - 1y to the great God tri - une.
and thus on you, most glo - rious, a three-fold lhight was giv'n.
and liv - ing wa - ter flow - ing with soul - re - fresh-ing streams.
the church its voice up - rais - es to you, blest Three in One.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 18071885, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zim Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Council Meeting Mar 9 4 PM
St Luke’s Community Lunch Mar 11 12 PM
Potluck Dinner Mar 22 12 PM
Sweets and Treats Apr 510 AM
Allegheny Chorale Concert Apr 26 3 PM
Church Picnic Jun 28 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #2

« NOTE: Worship Services will be held in the Sunday
School Room until Palm Sunday!




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
et BE: April 5, 2026

| REATS Provided By:

e * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the

Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

Please cansider volunteering and signing up to
sponsar Sweets and Treats fox the
2026 Calendar Year..

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

March 9, 2026
4 PM

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

&@N@B{I Mar 11 12 PM

Cotgealo d ,a '\,a “O 3 e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
’” F‘ P‘" % Wednesday of each month in the
gl St James Social Hall




The next Potluck Dinner is
March 22, 2026
12 PM

Allegheny Chorale
sSpring concert

ADPril 26, 2026

3 DM
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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