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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church

February 22, 2026

First Sunday in Lent

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Pegﬂy Thatcher
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Grave And Adagio Felix Mendelssohn

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: A Mighty Fortress is our God ELW 504
NEXT PAGE



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Text: Martin Tuther, 1483 _1546; tr. / utheran ook of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURCG, Martin Luther
Text @ 1978 Tutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg TFortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without pormission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt
us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we
fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
A reading from Genesis.

" The LorD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and
keep it. '° And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of
every tree of the garden, ' but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

*"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from
any tree in the garden’?” “ The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden, *but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall
die.’ ” “ But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, °for God knows
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” ° So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate. " Then the eyes of both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and
made loincloths for themselves.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 32

"Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put
away!

“Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose
spirit there is no guile!

*While | held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my
groaning all day long.

“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was
dried up as in the heat of summer.

°Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. | said,
“I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the
guilt of my sin.

° Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround
me with shouts of deliverance.

®«| will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; |
will guide you with my eye.

“Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must
be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”

' Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those
who trust in the LORD.

""Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who
are true of heart.



Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
A reading from Romans.

'2 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned “for sin
was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when
there is no law. '* Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the one
who was to come.

'°But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through
the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and
the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the
many. '° And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift
following many trespasses brings justification. ' If, because of the one
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will
those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

° Therefore just as one man'’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so
one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. " For
just as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made
sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will be made
righteous.

Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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" Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the
devil. “He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was
famished. ° The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” “ But he
answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.
° Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
" Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.””
® Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory, “and he said to him, “All these
| will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” '’ Then Jesus said to
him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
""Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer

ELW 618
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Text: Willilam Williams, 1717-1791; tr. Williaam Williams and Peter Williams, 1722—-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 18731932



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all the baptized the will to
resist temptation and to worship and serve you alone. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all creation, tend this earth. When human greed and disobedience
threaten this planet and the life it contains, lead us by your Spirit into ways of
reverence, awe, and gentleness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all living in places of
violence with your steadfast love and give resilience to all who work for peace.
Grant courage to those who challenge, especially around issues of racism and
systemic oppression. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to all who are sick, give
peace to all who groan in grief, and send companions to all who are lonely or
isolated. (Especially we pray for . . .) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all people, provide for our community. For any among us who hunger
for bread, bring nourishment. For any among us who hunger for truth, speak
your life-giving word. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all life, bring us to you. We thank you for your free and abounding
grace, and for those who, by that same grace, now rest eternally in you
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW 326
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional Oh Spirit Of The Living God Hiles/Perry



Bless Now, O God, the Journey
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Druplication in any form prohibitcd without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Carolyn Feather
Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki The soul of Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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i Mark Your Calendars |l %
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:
Potluck Dinner Feb 22 12 PM
Sweets and Treats Mar 110 AM
Council Meeting Mar 9 4 PM

St Luke’s Community Lunch Mar 11 PM
Allegheny Chorale Concert Apr 26 3 PM
Church Picnic Jun 28 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #2

« NOTE: Worship Services will be held in the Sunday
School Room until Palm Sunday!




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
et BE: March 1, 2026

| REATS Provided By: Evelyn Holsinger

e * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the

Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

Please cansider volunteering and signing up to
sponsar Sweets and Treats fox the
2026 Calendar Year..

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

March 9, 2026
4 PM

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

&@N@B{I Mar 11 12 PM

Cotgealo d ,a '\,a “O 3 e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
’” F‘ P‘" % Wednesday of each month in the
gl St James Social Hall




Allegheny Chorale
sSpring concert
ADPril 20, 2020







St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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