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Lutheran Church 

January 18, 2026 

2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:             Brightly Beams Our Father's Mercy               arr. Lani Smith  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:           Arise, Your Light Has Come!                       ELW 314 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us  
forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve 
you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                            Isaiah 49:1-7 
  

 A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1
 Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away! The 

Lord called me before I was born; while I was in my mother’s womb he named 
me. 
2
 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. 
3
 And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

4
 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and 

vanity; yet surely my cause is with the Lord and my reward with my God.” 
5
 And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to 

bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am  
honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength— 
6
 he says, 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
    Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the 
    nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7
 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 

despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, 
 “Kings shall see and stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
  because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen 
    you.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
PSALM                       Psalm 40:1-11  
 

1
 I waited patiently upon the Lord, who stooped to me and heard my cry. 

 
2
 The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay, and 

set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure. 
 
3
 The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 

many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord. 
 
4
 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! They do not turn to enemies 

or to those who follow lies. 
 
5
 Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans 

for us, none can be compared with you! Oh, that I could make them 
known and tell them! But they are more than I can count. 
 
6
 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; you have opened my ears: 

burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required. 
 
7
 And so I said, “Here I am; I come. In the scroll of the book it is written of 

me: 
 
8
 ‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep within me.’ ” 

 
9
 I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; I have not restrained 

my lips, O Lord, you know. 
 
10

 I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of 
your faithfulness and your deliverance; I have not concealed your 
steadfast love and truth from the great assembly. 
 
11

 You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me; 
  may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                        John 1:29-42   

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

Second Reading:           1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
1
 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 

brother Sosthenes, 
2
 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every 
place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
3
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4
 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

has been given you in Christ Jesus, 
5
 for in every way you have been   

enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind 
6
 just as the    

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 
7
 so that you are 

not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

8
 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9
 God is faithful, by whom 

you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



29
 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
30

 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ 

31
 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with 

water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32

 And John 
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it    
remained on him. 

33
 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me 

to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 

34
 And I myself 

have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 
35

 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 
36

 and 
as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of 
God!” 

37
 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.   

38
 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are 

you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 

39
 He said to them, “Come and see.” 

They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him 
that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 

40
 One of the two who 

heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41

 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 

42
 He brought Simon to Jesus, 

who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be 
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 696 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people 
to work together for justice and peace, following the example of Martin Luther 
King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we remember this week. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places,        
endangered species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those         
affected by natural disasters (current situations may be named). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets 
who speak truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to   
advocate for people in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or 
illness (especially). Bring an end to social injustice and inequities of every kind, 
so that all people may have abundant life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our 
mission and guide our ministries in this community (local ministries may be 
named). Kindle in us a desire to help one another. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with gratitude 
the faithful departed who now rest in you. Strengthen us to the end, that we 
may see you face to face. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we       
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in 
Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:                  Here I Am, Lord      ELW 574 
NEXT PAGE                      

 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                 How Glorious Is Thy Name         W.A. Mozart  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt         Bob Holsinger Sr 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt        Bob Holsinger 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck       Evelyn Holsinger                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger  The soul of Deborah Manbeck 
The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Pot Luck Dinner     Jan 18 12 PM 
Sweets and Treats     Feb 1 10 AM 
St Luke’s Community Lunch  Feb 11 PM 
Council Meeting     Mar 9 4 PM 
Church Picnic      Jun 28 11 AM 
 *Highland Park Pavillion #2 
 
• NOTE: Worship Services will be held in the Sunday 

School Room until Palm Sunday! 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: February 1, 2026 

    Provided By: Evelyn Holsinger 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

Please consider volunteering and signing up to 

sponsor Sweets and Treats for the  

2026 Calendar Year.. 



 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

January 18, 2026 
 

12 PM 

 
NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEETING  
March 9, 2026   

 

4 PM 

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

Feb 11 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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