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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
November 23, 2025
Christ the King

Sunday

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Mark Hoover
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Christ For The World We Sing arr. Lani Smith
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! ELW 634
NEXT PAGE



All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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1 Al hail the pow’r of Je - sus’ namc! Let an - gcls pros-trate fall;
2 0O seed of Is - rael’s cho -sen race now ran -somed [rom the [all,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call
4 Sin - ncrs, whose love can nc’cr for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail himm who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go  spread your tro-phies at  his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring lorth the 1oy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all
The God 1in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro - phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball

to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Tidward Perronet, 1726—1792, sts. 1—4; I. Rippon, A Selection of I fvnns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

R I I T 0 Meen y 1 T ]
##;P;IIIIIIIIMI\IIEI}I
Eamna e S

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you
for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world
into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6
A reading from Jeremiah.

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!
says the LORD. *Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have
scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to
them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. ° Then |
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where | have
driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful
and multiply. “ 1 will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them,
and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says
the LORD.

°The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king6 and deal wisely and
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. " In his days Judah will
be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will
be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 46
' God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

’Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though
the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

“though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with
its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High.

°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at
the break of day.

°The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the
earth melts away.

"The LoRD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

®Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God
has brought upon the earth;

“behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the
bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

'“«Be still, then, and know that | am God; I will be exalted among the
nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”

""The LoRD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20
A reading from Colossians:

""May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his
glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully
“giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. "“He has rescued us from the power
of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, "“in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, '° for in
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things
have been created through him and for him. ' He himself is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. '“ He is the head of the bodly,
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. ' For in him all the fullness
of God was pleased to dwell, “” and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to you, O  Lord

*When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.
“[[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. *° And the people
stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”
““The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine
*"and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” *° There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

*? One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” “’ But the other
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? *' And we indeed have been condemned
justly, for we are gettingj what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong.” ““ Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come in your kingdom.” “*He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be
with me in paradise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O  Christ.

Sermon




We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

Beautiful Savior

ELW 838
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1 Beau -t - ful Sav - ior, King of c¢cre - a - tion,
2 Fair arc thc mcad - ows, fair arc thc wood - lands,
3 Fair is thc sun - shinc, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son t God and Son of Man!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 18231904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silcsian tolk tunc, 19th cent.

Tru - ly I'd thee, tru - 1y I'd serve thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je -  sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praisc, ad - o - ra - tion,
~ N
| /_J_ = r-3 - - _J_ J
<N -  —_ T T ]
il YT 2.2 | I | | |
25T  ——) I - |
Ll ) F | I 1 1 |P' |
0 | I ,
Y 1D I I I I I | I I I il |
ly- 1 | | | | 6‘ | | | | il |
@J — —=—F— Ce—— = = 1
— [l ~
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share
the good news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the
beloved community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation.
Preserve and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and
grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public
safety. Support equity across the globe, and heal division with
accountability and truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary
in body or spirit, or sick (especially). Comfort all in need of your tender
care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and
sacrament. Bring us into authentic community where all ages are
valued and experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all who have died in faith (especially). May we
remember them faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise
you promise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace
and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW 855
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional Son Of God, Eternal Savior arr. G. Winston Cassler



Crown Him with Many Crowns
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir - gin’s  Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love be - hold  his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord ol years, the po - ten - lale ol ime,
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hark, how  the heav'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm  thosc crim-son  tro - phics won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds, yet wvis - i - ble a - bove, in bcau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose  vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab - ly sub-lime.
B £ a7 I= I - ‘—‘—#‘F:Q - | I
e = = ——te ——
_9_# . . |
P == e ——
Y- ¢ ® s : —e—F &
A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit of the mys - tic  rose, yet of that rose the stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we  sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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the root whencemer -cy cov - cr flows,the babe of Beth-1lc - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing cycs  at mys -ter - ics  so  bright.
who died, ¢ - ter - nal life to bring, and lives that dcath may dic.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4

Music: DTADEMATA,

George I. Elvey, 18161893




CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES

Decorating Church for Christmas Dec 6 10 AM
*Pizza afterwards

Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 7 3 PM
Council Meeting Dec 9 4 PM
St Luke’s Community Lunch Dec 10 12 PM
Food Drive for St Lukes Last Day Dec 14
Sweets and Treats Jan4 10 AM

« NOTE: Worship Services will be held in the Sunday
School Room until Palm Sunday!

« NOTE: The Allegheny Chorale Concert and Christmas
Eve Service will still be held in the Sanctuary!

N 3
FOOD
DRIVE

Saint James is collecting donations of food for the
Saint Luke Food Pantry
until December 14th.

Please place your donations in the box by the front
entry of the church by the stairs.




llegheny Free to the public
horale

c?/fza/fmg

Sunday, December 7, 2025 at 3pm
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Altoona

Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 7pm
First Presbyterian Church, Tyrone

Deborah Estright, Director

We ask the congregation to please contribute
cookies for the social after the concert. There is
a sign up sheet in the Narthex.




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
=" BE: January 4, 2026

’ KEAT§ Provided By: Mark Hoover

T * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the

Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

NOTE: No Sweets and Treats in December!

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@[H:I Dec 10th 12 PM

ohatsdo & ﬂe » e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
¢ i” #ﬁ m” '\' [b g Wednesday of each month in the
. ) St James Social Hall

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

December 9, 2025
4 PM




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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