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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
November 16, 2025
22nd Sunday after

Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Mark Hoover
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED

EEPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
31114

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Praise And Thanksgiving arr. Dale Wood
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun ELW 557
NEXT PAGE



Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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I A - wake, my soul, and with  the  sun  thy

2 Al praise to  thee,  who safe  hast kept and

3 Lord, I my  VOWS to thee re - new. Dis

4 Di - rect, con - trol, sug gest,  this day, all

5 Praise God, from whom  all bless - ings flow; praise
aaT —
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dai - ly stage of du - ty run; shake off dull sloth, and
hast re - freshed me while [ slept. Grant, Lord, when I from
perse my sins as  morn-ing dew; guard my first springs of
I de - sign or do or say, that all my pow’rs, with
God, all crea - tures here be - low; praise God a - bove, ye
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joy - ful rse to  pay thy morn - ing sac - 1 - fice.
death shall wake, I may of end - less light par - take.
thought and will; and  with thy - self my spir - it fill.
all their might, in thy sole glo 1y may u - nite.
heav’n - ly  host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: MORNING HYMN, Frangois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
I s } T — n
I I I " I
I I I
I & | I 1l
- _* =
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 | .
2 I I T y T
Ga=r 1
Lt | 1
o
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing
is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you
as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without
losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a
A reading from Malachi.

' See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the
LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. “° But for you
who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its
wings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 98

' Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right
hand and holy arm have won the victory.

0 LoRrb, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your
righteousness in the sight of the nations.

®You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

* Shout with joy to the LoRD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice,
and sing.

°Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.

°With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the
king, the LORD.



"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell
therein.

® Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy
before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.

The LoRrD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with
equity.

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
A reading from 2 Thessalonians:

°Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living |rrespon3|bly
and not according to the tradition that they received from us. ' For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible
when we were with you, ®and we did not eat anyone’s bread without
paying for it, but with toil and Iabor we worked night and day so that we
might not burden any of you. ° This was not because we do not have that
right but in order to give you an example to imitate. '’ For even when we
were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work
should not eat. "' For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly,
mere busybodies, not doing any work. '“ Now such persons we command
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work qwetly and to earn
their own living. '* Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is
right.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - 1le - lu - ia.



*GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to you 0] Lord.

®When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, «As for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left
upon another; all will be thrown down.”

7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that this is about to take place?” ° And he said, “Beware that you are not
led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘l am he!’ and, ‘The
time is near! Do not go after them.

““When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for
these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.
'"“Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom; '" there will be great earthquakes and in various places
famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs
from heaven.

'““But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you;
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought before kings and governors because of my name. ° This will give
you an opportunity to testify. '“So make up your minds not to prepare
your defense in advance, '~ for | will give you words and a wisdom that
none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. "“You will
be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and
they will put some of you to death. '’ You will be hated by all because of
my name. '°But not a hair of your head will perish. '* By your endurance
you will gain your souls.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O  Christ.

Sermon




We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day:

O God of Every Nation

ELW 713
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1 O God of ev - 'ry na - tion, of ev - 'ry race and land,
2  From search for wealth and pow - er and scorn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-cn all who la - bor that all may find rc - lcasc
4 Keep bright in us the vi - sion of days when war shall cease,
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your

al - might - y
struc-tion through the
dread of war’s

hand;
night,

in - crease;

when ha - tred and di - vi - sion give way o love and peace,
. o _J_FTJ) - i
P —] [ — :
b T% e | - : f = L
L= ' [
0 | | . | | | .
2 ; - o -— FE=
[ (d Y | | | TN,
\j/ 1 - | > H 1 11;|[ o -
where hate and fear di - wvide us and bit - ter threats are hurled,
from pride of race and sta - tion and blind-ness Lo your way,
when hope and cour-age fal - ter, Lord, let your voice be heard;
till dawns thc morn-ing glo - rious when  truth and love shall  reign,
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in love and mer -cy guide us and heal our strife - torn world.
de - liv - er cv - ry na - tion, ¢ - ter-nal God, wc pray.
with faith that none can al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christ shall rule vic - to - rious o’er all the world’s do - main.
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"lext: William W. Reid Jr., b, 1923
Music: LLANGLOFFEAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text @ 1958, ren. 1986 The Hymn Socicty. admin. Hope Publishing Company. Carol Strcam. IL 60188. All rights rescrved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they
proclaim the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony.
Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response to Christ’s call.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use
your mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore
peoples and places experiencing natural disasters (especially).
Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government,
courts, law enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war
and violence to actions of care that build up the common good. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations
that are marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by
friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for
all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind (especially). Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us
for compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired
prayer. Encourage your people in building equitable community where
all are valued. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love
and faithfulness (especially). Confident in Christ’s victory over death,
may we be inspired by the example of the faithful. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace
and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional Largo Woldemar Bargiel



God, Whose Almighty Word
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I God, whose al - might - y  word cha-os and dark - ness heard
2 Chrst, who once came to  bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
3 Spir - it of tuth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.
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Text: John Marriott, 17801825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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Mark Your Calendars [l

EVENTS = |

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Decorating Church for Christmas Dec 6 10 AM
*Pizza afterwards

Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 7 3 PM
Council Meeting Dec 9 3:30 PM
St Luke’s Community Lunch Dec 1112 PM
Sweets and Treats Jan4 10 AM

« NOTE: Worship Services will be held in the Sunday
School Room until Palm Sunday!

« NOTE: The Allegheny Chorale Concert and Christmas
Eve Service will still be held in the Sanctuary!




Free to the public
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Sunday, December 7, 2025 at 3pm
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Altoona

Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 7pm
First Presbyterian Church, Tyrone

Deborah Estright, Director

We ask the congregation to please contribute

cookies for the social after the concert. There is

a sign up sheet in the Narthex.




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
=" BE: January 4, 2026

’ KEAT§ Provided By: Mark Hoover

T * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the

Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

NOTE: No Sweets and Treats in December!

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@[H:I Dec 11th 12 PM

ohatsdo & ﬂe » e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
¢ i” #ﬁ m” '\' [b g Wednesday of each month in the
. ) St James Social Hall

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

December 9, 2025
3:30 PM




Saint James 1s collecting donations of food
for the Saint Luke Food Pantry
until Christmas.

Please place your donations in the box by
the front entry of the church by the stairs.




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

