
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

October 19, 2025 

19th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:              Cavatina      William Stickles  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:          O God, Our Help in Ages Past                             ELW 632 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always 
ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care.  
Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 
 

First Reading:                        Genesis 32:22-31  

A reading from Genesis.  
 
 

22
 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and 

his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 
23

 He took them and 
sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 

24
 Jacob 

was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
25

 When the man 
saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, 
and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 

26
 Then he said, 

“Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go,   
unless you bless me.” 

27
 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he 

said, “Jacob.” 
28

 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 
29

 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it 
that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 

30
 So Jacob called the 

place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is       
preserved.” 

31
 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because 

of his hip. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                              Psalm 121 
  
 

1
 I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

 

2
 My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

3
 The Lord will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches 

over you fall asleep. 
 

4
 Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 

 

5
 the Lord watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 

 

6
 the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

 

7
 The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 

 

8
 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, from 

this time forth forevermore.   
 
 

Second Reading:          2 Timothy 3:14—4:5  
 
 

A reading from 2 Timothy: 
 
14

 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 

15
 and how from childhood you have 

known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 

16
 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
17

 so 
that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
  

4:1
 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 

and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly 
urge you: 

2
 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is       

favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the      
utmost patience in teaching. 

3
 For the time is coming when people will not 

put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will         
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires 

4
 and will 

turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 
5
 As for 

you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an         
evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.  
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Sermon 

1
 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not 

to lose heart. 
2
 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither 

feared God nor had respect for people. 
3
 In that city there was a widow 

who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my          
accuser.’ 

4
 For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I 

have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 
5
 yet because this widow 

keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me 
out by continually coming.’ ” 

6
 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust 

judge says. 
7
 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 

him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 
8
 I tell you, he will 

quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will 
he find faith on earth?” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

*GOSPEL:                         Luke 18:1-8 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 790 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all creation. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church across 
the globe, bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and       
opposition. Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth, draw us to 
the beauty of the whole creation. Turn us toward a right relationship 
with the entire cosmos. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns. O God, you rule over 
all the earth. Grant our elected officials (names of officials) humility in 
their decision-making for the sake of the entire world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. O God, who heals 
and strengthens, our help comes from you in times of need. Support, 
comfort, and heal those who suffer (especially). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for (name of congregation). O God, who guides this            
congregation, encourage us to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Nurture our relationships with the community, that we serve and        
advocate for those who come to us in need. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed. O God, whose promises 
never end, we thank you for all the saints who have shown us the way 
of your Son, Jesus Christ (especially). God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:                 Jesus, Still Lead On                             ELW 624 
NEXT PAGE                      

 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:                  March In Eb     William Stickles 
             





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt         Bob Holsinger Sr 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt        Bob Holsinger 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck       Evelyn Holsinger                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger  The soul of Deborah Manbeck 
The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 
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NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Potluck Dinner     Oct 26 12 PM 
Sweets and Treats     Nov 2 10 AM 
Annual Congregational Meeting  Nov 9 12 PM 
St Luke’s Community Lunch  Nov 13 12 PM 
Decorating Church for Christmas Dec 6 10 AM 
   *Pizza afterwards 
Allegheny Chorale Concert   Dec 7 3 PM 
Council Meeting     Dec 9 3:30 PM 
 
* Sharon Lightner and Mark Hoover will be attending the          
Allegheny Synod Assembly on Oct 31st and Nov 1 at the       
Blair County Convention Center 



The Allegheny Chorale presents their 
41st Season  

Christmas Concert 
 

St. James Lutheran Church 
 

December 7, 2025 
 

3PM 

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social 
after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. 

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

Nov 13th 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 



 
NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEETING  
December 9, 2025   

 

3:30 PM 

 
The next Potluck Dinner is 

 

October 26, 2025 
 

12 PM 

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
TODAY BE: November 2, 2025 

    Provided By: Shirley Manbeck 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

Please consider volunteering and signing up to 

sponsor Sweets and Treats.  For this year we still 

need volunteers for December. 



November 9, 2025 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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