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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
October 5, 2025
17th Sunday

after Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Canzona Girolamo Cavazzoni
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: All People That on Earth Do Dwell ELW 833
NEXT PAGE



All People That on Earth Do Dwell
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1 Al peo - ple that on earth do dwell, sing to the

2 Know that the Lord 1s God in - deed; with - out our

3 Oh, en - ter then his gates with  praise; ap - proach with

4 For  why? The Lord our God 1s good: his mer - cy
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Lord with cheer - ful voice; him serve with mirth, his
aid he did us make. We are his folk, he
joy his courts un - to; praise, laud, and bless his
1s for - ev - er sure: his truth  at all times
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praise forth  tell; come ye be - fore him and re - joice.

doth us feed, and fpr his sheep he doth us take.

Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1594
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we
are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us,
that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
A reading from Habakkuk.

'The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.

>0 LoRb, how long shall | cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you
“Violence!” and you will not save?

*Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and
violence are before me; strife and contention arise.

“So the law becomes slack, and justice never prevails. The wicked surround
the righteous; therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

"I will stand at my watchpost and station myself on the rampart; | will keep
watch to see what he will say to me and what he will answer concerning my
complaint.

“Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on
tablets, so that a runner may read it.

*For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and
does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.
“ Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by
their faithfulness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 37:1-9

" Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do
wrong.

’For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass
fade away.

*Put your trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe
pasture.

“Take delight in the LoRD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.

° Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, and see what
God will do.

°The Lorb will make your vindication as clear as the light and the
justice of your case like the noonday sun.

" Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the
one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

® Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads
only to evil.

?For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall
possess the land.

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:1-14
A reading from 1 Timothy:

"Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

°To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.



*| am grateful to God—whom | worship with a clear conscience, as my
ancestors did—when | remember you constantly in my prayers night and
day. “ Recalling your tears, | long to see you so that | may be filled with
joy. | am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, | am sure, lives in
you. ° For this reason | remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within
you through the laying on of my hands, ' for God did not give us a spirit of
cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me
his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of
God, ?who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace
was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, '’ but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. "' For this gospel | was appointed a herald and an apostle and a
teacher, '“ and for this reason | suffer as | do. But | am not ashamed, for |
know the one in whom | have put my trust, and | am sure that he is able
to guard until that day the deposit | have entrusted to him. " Hold to the
standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and
love that are in Christ Jesus. '* Guard the good deposit entrusted to you,
with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: Luke 17:5-10
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to \Yyou, O Lord.

°The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” °The Lord replied, “If
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.

"“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your
place at the table’? ®Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for
me; put on your apron and serve me while | eat and drink; later you may
eat and drink’? ? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded?
'S0 you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say,
‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have
done!’”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

O Jesus, I Have Promised

ELW 810
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas -ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be  too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.

Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693




*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ.
Draw us into the gift of faith passed down from generation to genera-
tion. Remind your people that faith the size of a mustard seed is
enough. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring
favorable weather during the harvest season and sustain all creation
along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the welfare of animal
companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world.
Give leaders and people in authority a spirit of making just and
righteous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war and violence
(especially). God of grace,

receive our prayer.

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed,
bereaved, lonely, and poor. Come to the help of all in need (especially).
Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

O God of this congregation, you nurture our faith. Thank you for those
of all ages who teach, lead, and learn in this congregation and beyond.
Give growth to the seeds of faith watered by faithful examples of baptis-
mal living. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God of ages past, thank you for the withess of those who have died
in faith (especially). May the faith of those who now rest in your merciful
arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your Son, Jesus Christ.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: You Servants of God ELW 825
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Adoro Te Pierre-Fracois Boely



You Servants of God
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I You ser-vants of God, your Mas-ter pro - claim, and pub-lish a -
2 As-cend-ed on high, al - might-y to save, yet still he is
3 Sal - va-tion to God who sits on the throne! Let all cry a -
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Je - sus ex - tol; his king-dom is glo-rious and rtules o - ver all!

tri-umph shall sing, as - crib -ing sal - va-tion to Je - sus, our king!
an-gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac - es, and wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels a - bove, and thanks nev -er ceas-ing, and in - fin -ite love!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806




CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Sweets and Treats TODAY Oct 510 AM

St Luke’s Community Lunch Oct 812 PM
Council Meeting Oct 14 5:30 PM
Potluck Dinner Oct 26 12 PM

Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 7 3 PM




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
o> TODAY BE: October 5, 2025

' R}EATS Provided By: Sharon Lightner

T! * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

Please cansider volunteering and signing up to
sponsor Sweets and Jreats. Fox this year we still
need volunteers for November and Decembier.

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@B{I October 8th 12 PM

Cotgeslo % e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
3” ’0 M" ‘\‘ ;’Ib ? Wednesday of each month in the

St James Social Hall




NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

October 14, 2025
5:30 PM

Fhant You te Reblin and Jofin Hessler for
providing anather excellent Octobierfest
Jhant You Ugain!

The next Potluck Dinner is

October 26, 2025
12 PM




The Allegheny Chorale presents their 41st Season

Christmas Concert
hriébtfhn hriébtrbn
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St. James Lutheran Church
December 7, 2025
3PM
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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