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we ask that

Lutheran Church
September 21, 2025
15th Sunday
after Pentecost
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

9

pit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
Church Or

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pul

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Autumn Mood Peter Tschaikowski
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858
NEXT PAGE



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre - a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!

and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing,sus-tain -  ing.

sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at - tend you.

All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been

Pon - der a - new what  the Al - might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.

E==

| 108

- N
V4N Y 4 1 & F ’ P > > F ’ F
Wy " e = 3 I ) 1 =
ANV I |74 I 1 I | [#] I |74 I 1 I [ 8 )
J T T L T T ¥ —

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love
for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your
wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos.

“Hear this, you who trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the
land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the
ephah smaller and the shekel heavier and practice deceit with false
balances, ° buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and
selling the sweepings of the wheat.” ' The LORD has sworn by the pride of
Jacob: Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 113

"Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of the
LORD.

?Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.

* From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be
praised.

“The LoRb is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens.
®Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,
° but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

"The LoRD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the
ashes,



® enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.

’The LorD makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother
of children. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from 1 Timothy:

"First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, “ for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. ° This is right and acceptable before God our Savior, “ who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
°For there is one God:; there is also one mediator between God and
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, ° who gave himself a ransom for
all—this was attested at the right time.” For this | was appointed a herald
and an apostle (I am telling the truth; | am not lying), a teacher of the
gentiles in faith and truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.
*GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to Vyou, O Lord.

"Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
squandenng his property. “ So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What
is this that | hear about you? Give me an accountlng of your management
because you cannot be my manager any longer.” ° Then the manager said
to himself, ‘What will | do, now that my master is taking the position away
from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg.

“1 have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me into their homes.’ > So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ ° He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil." He said to him,

‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” “ Then he asked
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers
of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ ° And his
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their
own generation than are the children of light. “And | tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they
may welcome you into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much and whoever
is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. "' If, then, you have
not been falthful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? '“ And if you have not been falthful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own? "* No slave can serve two masters,
for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to youm, O Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

All Depends on Our Possessing

ELW 589
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1 All de - pends on our pos - sess - ing God’s free grace and

2 God, who hith - er - to has fed me and to man -y

3 When with sor - row I am  strick - en, hope my heart a -

4 Well you know what best to grant me; all the long - ing

5 If on earth my days should length-en, God, my wea - ry
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con - stant bless - ing, though all earth - ly wealth de - part.

joys  has led me, is and ev - er shall be mine.

new will quick - en, all my long - ing shall be stilled.

hopes that haunt me, joy and sor - row, have their day.

soul  still strength-en; all my trust in you I  place.
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They who trust with faith  un - shak - en by their God are
God, who did SO gent - ly school me and who dai - ly
To your lov - ing - kind-ness ten - der all my be - ing
I shall doubt your wis - dom nev - er; as you will, so
Earth -1y wealth is not a - bid - ing; like a stream a -
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not for - sak - en and will keep a daunt -less heart.
guides and rules me, will re - main my help di - vine.
I sur - ren - der; Lord, on you a - lone I build.
be it ev - er; I com - mit to you my way.
way it’s glid - ing; safe I an - chor in  your grace.
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Text: Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Lohner, 1645-1705, adapt.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the
efforts of those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life
and community. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its
resources, that all people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our
stewardship of creation would be marked by justice and sustainability. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for
the benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized.
Persuade them by your example of generosity and compassion. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those
grieving the loss of loved ones (especially). May they find comfort and strength
in your love. Prepare us to surround them with your healing care. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through
tangible action, prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources
generously through our outreach and justice ministries. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints (especially Matthew and all) who
now join the heavenly chorus in praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of
grief and remind us of your promise of new life. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Ready Tillman/Pethel



God of Grace and God of Glory
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I God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - wvi round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - 1Yy;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of  your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo -rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac -ing of this hour, for the fac - ing  of this hour
for the liv -ing of these days, for the liv - ing  of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wﬂgm we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932




CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Octoberfest Sep 28 12 PM
Poinsettia Order Deadline Oct112 PM
Sweets and Treats Oct 510 AM

St Luke’s Community Lunch Oct 8 12 PM
Council Meeting Oct 14 5:30 PM
Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 7 3 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
October 14, 2025




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
= BE: October 5, 2025

, RJEATS Provided By: Sharon Lightner

T! * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

Please cansider volunteering and signing up to
spaonser Sweets and Jweats. Fou this year we still
need volunteers for Novembier and December.

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@B{I October 8th 12 PM

Cotgeslo % e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
’” &0 ng ‘\‘ ;’Ib ? Wednesday of each month in the

St James Social Hall




September 28, 2025

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




Christmas Poinsettias
Bless our Sanctuary and your home this Christmas with a
beautiful red poinsettial For each $11.50 you contribute to the
St. James Flower Fund, a flower will be placed in the Sanctuary
on Christmas Eve and will be available for you to take with you
following our Christmas Eve Service. If you would rather donate
the flower for a shut-or or friend of St. James, you may indicate
that choice on this order form.

Please complete the form and return it to the church. The
deadline for poinsettia orders and payments is Sunday,
October 1, 2025. Thank you for your generosity in this
endeavorl

Your Name
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This donation is made:

In Honor of:
Or
In Memory of:

Amount of Contribution:

Number of Christmas Poinsettias:

Envelope Number:

Please check one:
Yes, | do want to take the poinsettia (s) home with me.

No. | don’t want to take the poinsettia (s). | would like
them to be given to a shut in or friend of St. James






St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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