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Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

9

pit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
Church Or

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pul

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Sonata In D Minor Christian Ritter
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us ELW 707
NEXT PAGE



Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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1 Lord of glo - ry, you have bought us with  your life - blood
2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you glad - ly, free - ly,
3 Won-drous hon - or you have giv - en to our hum - blest
4 Lord of glo - ry, you have bought us with  your life - blood
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as the price, nev - er grudg-ing for the lost ones that tre -
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and the e - vil  with your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more bless - ed us to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as I have giv’n to you.”
all your grac - ecs, with your love our love re - new.
~ — —
_ -, he J be o - - £ e ) S
e s e o & B . . —-a i
y - 1 O I Y ! T 1 T _—— i |
P 1 i I —— i 1 1 1 i T i |
T w T — I

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818—1889, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
0 | )
¥t I T 1 T )
- 1 1 1 1
= | 9 = | 1
| — | | 1 el 11}
> o > } }
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
7 1P
l; } Pal
%
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
Refrain
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to
yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving
care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all
things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14
A reading from Exodus.

"The LoRD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; “they have been
quick to turn aside from the way that | commanded them; they have cast for
themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!’ ” ° The LoRD said to Moses, “l have seen this people, how stiff-
necked they are. '“ Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against
them and | may consume them, and of you | will make a great nation.”
""But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LoRrD, why does
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land
of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? ' Why should the
Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in
the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your
people. '“Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you
swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have promised
| will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”” '* And the
LoRD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his
people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 51:1-10

"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your
great compassion blot out my offenses.

“Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse
me from my sin.

“For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.

“ Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.

°Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother's
womb.

°Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me
know wisdom deep within.

"Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall
be purer than snow.

? Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may
rejoice.

’Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.

'“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me.

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
A reading from 1 Timothy:

'“| am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,

because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his service,
“even though | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of

wolence But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief,
'“and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love



that are in Christ Jesus. '° The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of
whom | am the foremost. '° But for that very reason | received mercy, so
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost
patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for
eternal life. '’ To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God,
be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.
*GOSPEL.: Luke 15:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

)
Glo - ry to you, O Lord




"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
[Jesus.] “And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

“So he told them this parable: * “Which one of you, having a hundred
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? > And when he
has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. . ° And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my lost sheep.” " Just so, | tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

®«“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?
° And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and nei%;hbors,
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.” " Just
so, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

ELW 588
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;

prom-ised grace made good;

3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 "Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814—1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times
when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of
love. Empower us to live as a community of mercy. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed
this earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have
made, and grant us wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your
creation to its fullness. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct
them to make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them
instruments of your mercy in the world, working to heal divisions and promote
peace. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to
those who are sick, grieving, or in pain (especially). Give us compassionate
hearts to accompany those who are hurting and courage to work for justice
and mercy. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply
us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and
generosity to extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console
those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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in the name  of the Lord.  Ho - san-na in the high - est.




*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the
Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed
us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our
possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ hame.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven ELW 865
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: "Recit" From Suite In D Louis Antoine Dornel



Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Ran - somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv - en,

Praise him, the same for -ev - er,

still

ev - er - more his prais-es
slow to chide and swift to bless.
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1 Praise, my soul, the King of heav - en; to his feet your trib - ute bring.
2 Praise him for his grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
3 Ten - der - ly he shields and spares us; well our fee - ble frame he knows.
4 An - gels help us to a - dore him, who be-hold him face to face.
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sing.

In his hands he gent - ly bears us, res-cues us from all our foes.
Sun and moon bow down be-fore him; all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le lu - ia! Praise the ev-er - last-ing King!
Al-le - lu-ial Al-le lu - ial  Glo - rious in his faith- ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le lu - ia!l Wide-1ly as his mer-cy flows.
Al-le - lu-ial Al-le lu - ia! Praise with us the God of grace.

4

Py
.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880




CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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Mark Your Calendars sy

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:
St Lukes Community Lunch Sep 1012 PM
Octoberfest Sep 28 12 PM
Poinsettia Order Deadline Oct112 PM
Sweets and Treats Oct 510 AM
Council Meeting Oct 14 5:30 PM
Allegheny Chorale Concert Dec 7 3 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

October 14, 2025
5:30 PM




Thank You te Diane Shultz for providing Sweets
and Jweats for September

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL

BE: October 5, 2025
Provided By: Sharon Lightner
* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

Please cansider volunteeting and signing up te
spaonser Sweets and Jweats. For this year we still
need volunteers for Novembier and December.

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL@N@[H:I September 10th 12 PM

05ty n “an » e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
’” ;“” '\ Irb ” Wednesday of each month in the
U 0 St James Social Hall




September 28, 2025

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




Christmas Poinsettias
Bless our Sanctuary and your home this Christmas with a
beautiful red poinsettial For each $11.50 you contribute to the
St. James Flower Fund, a flower will be placed in the Sanctuary
on Christmas Eve and will be available for you to take with you
following our Christmas Eve Service. If you would rather donate
the flower for a shut-or or friend of St. James, you may indicate
that choice on this order form.

Please complete the form and return it to the church. The
deadline for poinsettia orders and payments is Sunday,
October 1, 2025. Thank you for your generosity in this
endeavorl

Your Name
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This donation is made:

In Honor of:
Or
In Memory of:

Amount of Contribution:

Number of Christmas Poinsettias:

Envelope Number:

Please check one:
Yes, | do want to take the poinsettia (s) home with me.

No. | don’t want to take the poinsettia (s). | would like
them to be given to a shut in or friend of St. James
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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