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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
September 7, 2025
13th Sunday

after Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: O, Jesus, | Have Promised arr. Geoge Brandon
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: As Saints of Old ELW 695
NEXT PAGE



As Saints of Old

1 As saints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bring our best to - day
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God, who gave your - self

us
us

to
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call - ing
to

to God, the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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SO we  to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,

make the dream come true:
Je - sus Christ your Son,

of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in  Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work is done.
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society. admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymrnal, © Oxford University Press 1906.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
0 | .
2 I T I n i)
|@t b 1 1 I n il
1 I 1]
1 =I .I 1 1}
- - N <
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
| -4 174

N !7  — T N T 1|
| ﬁi | 1 I 1 T ] 1l
Latl 1 1 I
)
let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help,
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may
glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
A reading from Deuteronomy.

““See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.
'°If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that | am
commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways,
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall
live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land
that you are entering to possess. '’ But if your heart turns away and you do
not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them,

'®| declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long
in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. '’ call
heaven and earth to witness against you today that | have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, “’ loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and
holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you
may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 1

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor
lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

*Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s
teaching day and night.

*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due
season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

“It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind
blows away.

° Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor
the sinner in the council of the righteous.

°For the LorD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked shall be destroyed.

Second Reading: Philemon 1-21

A reading from Philemon.

! Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To our
beloved coworker Philemon, “to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier
Archippus, and to the church in your house:

* Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

“1 thank my God always when | mention you in my prayers, ° because
| hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.
°| pray that the partnership of your faith may become effective as you
comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. | have indeed received
much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.



® For this reason, though | am more than bold enough in Christ to
command you to do the right thing, ° yet | would rather appeal to you on
the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a
prisoner of Christ Jesus. '’| am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus,
whose father | have become during my imprisonment. ' Formerly he was
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. "“1 am
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. '°| wanted to keep him
with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel, '“ but | preferred to do nothing without your
consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not
something forced. '° Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from
you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, '°no
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to
me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

'"So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. '°If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything,
charge that to me. "I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: | will repay
it. | say nothing about your owing me even your own self. “’ Yes, brother,
let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.
*! Confident of your obedience, | am writing to you, knowing that you will
do even more than | ask.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Glo - ry to yu, O Lord

> Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to
them, “° “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be
my disciple. " Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be
my disciple. “° For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first
sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? “° Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able
to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, ° saying, ‘This fellow
began to build and was not able to finish.’ °' Or what king, going out to
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? * If he cannot, then while the other is
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.

** So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up
all your possessions.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

ELW 667

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.

Music: BOURBON, W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

and hum - bly af - ter me.”
sus - tain your heart, nerve your arm.
to save your death and  hell.
one day will wear glo - rious crown.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your
love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces
of death. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain
farmlands, animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and
shield coastlands from rising seas. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and
compassion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further
the common good. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely (especially). May
they find healing through your love and the care of those around them. Lead
us to be your hands and feet in the world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh
our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our
sharing of faith may transform lives. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. Surround
them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your loving
embrace. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Solemn Processional Leon Boellmann



God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
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we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo -rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 18731932



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Sweets and Treats TODAY
Church Council Meeting

St Lukes Community Lunch
Octoberfest

Poinsettia Order Deadline

Sep 710 AM
Sep 9 5:30 PM
Sep 1012 PM
Sep 28 12 PM
Oct112 PM




NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
September 9, 2025

5:30 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
e BE: September 7, 2025

| vREAT§ Provided By: Diane Shultz

T * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the

Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

IL[UJN@[H:I September 10th 12 PM

Cotgeslo e fb 3 e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
i” aﬂ t %‘ Wednesday of each month in the

St James Social Hall




September 28, 2025

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




Christmas Poinsettias
Bless our Sanctuary and your home this Christmas with a
beautiful red poinsettial For each $11.50 you contribute to the
St. James Flower Fund, a flower will be placed in the Sanctuary
on Christmas Eve and will be available for you to take with you
following our Christmas Eve Service. If you would rather donate
the flower for a shut-or or friend of St. James, you may indicate
that choice on this order form.

Please complete the form and return it to the church. The
deadline for poinsettia orders and payments is Sunday,
October 1, 2025. Thank you for your generosity in this
endeavorl

Your Name
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This donation is made:

In Honor of:
Or
In Memory of:

Amount of Contribution:

Number of Christmas Poinsettias:

Envelope Number:

Please check one:
Yes, | do want to take the poinsettia (s) home with me.

No. | don’t want to take the poinsettia (s). | would like
them to be given to a shut in or friend of St. James



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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