
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

August 31, 2025 

12th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 
 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                       Fantasia on "Aurelia"    Wesley/Peery  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:                Gather Us In                    ELW 532 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those 
who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody 
the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 

First Reading:               Proverbs 25:6-7a  
  

 A reading from Proverbs. 
 

6
 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of 

the great, 
7a

 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the     
presence of a noble. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM                         Psalm  112  
 

 

1
 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord and have great delight in 

God’s commandments! 
 

2
 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the  

upright will be blessed. 
 

3
 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last 

forever. 
 

4
 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful 

and full of compassion. 
 

5
 It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs 

with justice. 
 

6
 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting 

remembrance.  
 

7
 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in 

the Lord. 
 

8
 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their  

desire upon their enemies. 
 

9
 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast  

forever; they will hold up their head with honor.  



Second Reading:      Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  
 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

1
 Let mutual affection continue. 

2
 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without    
knowing it. 

3
 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in 

prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured. 

4
 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the 

marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral 
and adulterers. 

5
 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be  

content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave 
you or forsake you.” 

6
 So we can say with confidence,  

 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
  

7
 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 

consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
8
 Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
15

 Through him, then, 
let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 
that confess his name. 

16
 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



*GOSPEL:                    Luke 14:1, 7-14  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

1
 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
  

7
 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 

them a parable. 
8
 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding      

banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 
distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 

9
 and the host who 

invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.       
10

 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that 
when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then 
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.    
11

 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 
  

12
 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a  

luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and     
sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in 
return, and you would be repaid. 

13
 But when you give a banquet, invite 

the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
14

 And you will be blessed 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 712 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God 
is near. 

A brief silence. 

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday 
school teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking 
the word of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor 
in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, 
and provide for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their          
sustenance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations (leaders may be 
named), we pray. Guide them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On 
this Labor/Labour Day weekend, make us mindful of workers whose labor    
often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of  
vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or 
struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your 
loving presence (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and 
greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed 
and nourish us (specific ministries may be named). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we   
offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and 
forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one 
who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:         The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve             ELW 551 
NEXT PAGE                      

 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional:            A Greek Amen      arr.  L.N. Porter       





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt         Bob Holsinger Sr 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt        Bob Holsinger 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck       Evelyn Holsinger                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger  The soul of Deborah Manbeck 
The soul of Sylvia Malsatzki 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
 
Sweets and Treats     Sep 7 10 AM 
Church Council Meeting   Sep 9 5:30 PM 
St Lukes Community Lunch   Sep 10 12 PM 
Octoberfest      Sep 28 12 PM 
Poinsettia Order Deadline   Oct 1 12 PM 

We were just informed of the 

sad news of long time      

parishioner  

Sylvia Malsatski who 

passed away June 21, 2025. 

Please keep her family and 

the soul of Syvia in your 

prayers. 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: September 7, 2025 

    Provided By: Diane Shultz 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

September 9, 2025   
 

5:30 PM 

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

September 10th 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 



September 28, 2025 
 
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service. 
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles 
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato 
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks. 
 
We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert. 
 
Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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