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St. James Evangelicall Lutheran Church |
August 10, 2025 .
St James Sunday '
Church Picnic

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with
us today. We are delighted that you have come to
share in the prayer and praise of our Lord and
invite you to return and add your voice to ours in
holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer, please share them with the worship leader
or voice them during the intercessional prayers.
Before you leave us today, we ask that you please
introduce yourself to the worship leader.
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus
Christ through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.
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St James Sunday Church Picnic 2025

Welcome and Announcements:

Today we rejoice and give thanks for the arrival of summer. We celebrate
God’s glorious creation, we express gratitude for a season of
accomplishments in school, work and home. We offer thanks to God for
his gift of summer time so that we might enjoy vacations, time for special
interests and rest.

Prelude: Pat McConnell



We Gather

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy

name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

*GATHERING SONG:  Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun ~ ELW 557
*NEXT PAGE



Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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1 A - wake, my soul, and with the sun thy
2 Al praise  to thee, who safe  hast kept and
3 Lord, I my VOWS to thee re - new. Dis -
4 Di - rect, con - trol, sug - gest, this day, all
5 Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise
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dai - ly stage of du - ty run; shake off dull sloth, and
hast re - freshed me while I slept. Grant, Lord, when 1 from
perse my  sins as morn -ing dew; guard my first springs of
I de - sign or do or say, that all my pow’rs, with
God, all crea - tures here be - low; praise God a - bove, ye
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joy - ful rise to pay thy morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
death  shall wake, 1 may of end - less light par - take.
thought and will; and  with thy - self my spir - it Afill.
all their might, in thy sole glo - ry may u - nite.
heav’'n - ly  host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.

Music: MORNING HYMN, Francois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808




*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light
of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we
may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6

A reading from Genesis.

' After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do
not be afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
“But Abram said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to
be my heir.” * But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” ° He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.” ° And he believed the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it
to him as righteousness.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 33:12-22

'“Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! Happy the people chosen
to be God'’s heritage!

"“The Lorp looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind.
' God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the earth.
' God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.



' A king is not saved by the size of the army, nor are warriors rescued by
their great strength.

'""The horse gives vain hope for victory; despite its great strength it
cannot save.

"®Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, upon those who
wait for your steadfast love,

"“to deliver their lives from death, and to keep them alive in time of
famine.

Y Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper and our shield.

" Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our
trust.

“ Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as we place our
hope in you.

*GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

[Jesus said:] *2“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. *° Sell your possessions and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. ** For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

“°“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; *° be like those who
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that
they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.

" Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes;
truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and
he will come and serve them. *° If he comes during the middle of the night
or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

*?“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. “° You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You O Christ



*SERMON

We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

ELW 597

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2  When dark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus-tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4 When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.

Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

no mer-it of my own I claim, but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
in ev-’ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous -ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and
attentive to Christ’s call at any time or place, your people are ready to
respond with faithful action for the sake of the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon
the earth, especially where life and habitats are threatened (places may
be named). Guide the work of astronomers and all who teach us about
the stars and galaxies. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from
instruments of war and violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to
work for peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be on those in need (especially). Assure all who
are afraid or experiencing great uncertainty that your promises are sure.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing where
they go. Provide shelter, sustenance, protection from harm, and welcome.
Bless the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and other
means of support and advocacy. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on your prom-
ises and died having seen them only from a distance (especially
Lawrence, deacon and martyr). Sustain us in our hope of things not seen.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in
the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



* The Offertory Prayer:

P:
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Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them
we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not
perish but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit
into our hearts, that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper. For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night
in which he was betrayed took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once
revealed yourself to your disciples.

Communion

o Post Communion Blessing:
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
C: Amen.

* Post Communion Prayer:

P: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of
your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Benediction and Blessing

P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

P: (Grace is said for our picnic lunch.)



*Sending Song:
Recessional

How Great Thou Art

ELW 856

Pat McConnell
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1 O Lord my God, when T in awe-some won - der con -sid - er
2 When through the woods and for - est glades 1 wan - der, I hear the
3 But when 1 think that God, his Son not spar - mg, sent him to
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
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all the works thy hand hath made, I
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees;
die, 1 scarce can take it in,

see the stars, I hear the might-y
when 1 look down from loft - y moun-tain
that on the cross my bur-den glad -1y
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thun - der, thy pow’r through-out the u - ni- verse dis-played;
gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
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art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: Sylvia Malsatzki



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Mark Sour Calendars [llipsms

rfg{f/iﬂ ¢ Yy L
WA A AT A
"FL Ik“‘u 13 200 W ) Q)
s N 0 X LAl
ey e
A e

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTA&T DATES:

St James Church Picnic Aug 10 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #1

Church Service and Picinic Aug 24 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2 with Bethany

Lutheran Day at the Curve Aug 24 5 PM

Sweets and Treats Sep710 AM

Church Council Meeting Sep 9 5:30 PM




NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

September 9, 2025
5:30 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL BE:
September 7, 2025
Provided By: Diane Shultz
* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.

If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School
Room. Your support is appreciated!

Thank You Carol and Tina for
providing Sweets and Treats for
providing Sweets in August
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’'s work, Our hands.

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.net
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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