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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
July 20, 2025
6th Sunday

after Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED

EEPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
31114

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Shall We Gather At The River Shackley/Lowry
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us ELW 431
NEXT PAGE



O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us

Q o — T n } — i 1 } — o - o
V4N I;" T I N T & o= I I o e et | T | 1
C==EEtS s — ————"—"=r

1 O Christ, what can it mean for us to claim you as our
2 You came, the im - age of our God, to heal and to for -
3 Though some would make their great - ness felt and lord it o - ver
4 You chose a hum - ble hu - man form and shunned the world’s re -
- .- - e - - - - - - p
N1 1 —1 1 T—T T 1 T | 1 ]
} O~ | T T 1 Il 1 I 2 = T 1
VA > g~ 1> |- |2 = | T T 1
Lt = = = 1 Y 1 T T I 1
[ I P I I v T 1 T

0 1 | | | N |

B J—— I 1> I 1 t T t K I T ]
UJ/ - ‘l:‘ - - I K3 r - # I # 5 I

[ s 7
king? ‘What roy - al face have you re - vealed whose
give, to shed your blood for sin - ners’ sake that
all, you said the first must be the last and
nown; you died for us up - on a cross with
,/”\ -
£ F s e - - - - - - - -
T = 1 T T Il L 1 1 ]
Cx T 1 1> 1> T IO w w 1
Z b T T T T ey~ w et = T T T 1 T 1
» 1 1 1 ® ini i i 7 1% 1 I 1
L E— } P } } } ¥ ! }
0 1 | \ Y | | | I \ \
p. 4 : E— s —32 ; | |
| (anTd I T K Bt | || (! I ’
N >, I [ I T I r _J I
J L4 o L4 o= i f
praise the church would sing? As - pir - ing not o
we might rise and live. To break the law of
ser - vice be our call. (o] Christ, in work - place,
thorns your on - ly crown. But still, be - yond the
- .l o - = = £ -
WF’ o 0 T & 2 | 1
y i = = Ho= t = } i 1
L 1 1 1 T T i 1
Y I T

0 |

P AN T 1N T T T n T ]
G——= — ———— —— —
%@:’—’—A_!r—i = ; e~ % 1

- r
glo - ry’s height, to pow - er, wealth, and fame, you
death you came, the law of love to bring: a
church, and home, let none to pow - er cling; for
span of years, our glad ho - san - nas ring, for
walked a dif - f’rent, low - ly way, an - oth-er’s will your aim.
dif - f’rent rule of  righ - teous-ness, a dif-f’rent kind of king.
still, through us, you come to serve, a dif -f’rent kind of king.
now at  God’s right hand you reign, a dif-f’rent kind of king!
~ - - - - - £ - o-
o ——— - - i 1 f T
 CTd = = = —1 1 1™ T
y A ~i— o 17y - 3 - o F i i o= ||I
L — i d - T 1 i T 1 i 1 2 i |
T p I T 4 1 T T I

Text: Delores Duﬁlsl osB, b. 1939
Mus LI SAINTS NEW, Henry S. Cutler, 1824—1902

1, o0a & GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S) Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
R rights reserved. Used by permission.

I inany form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself
our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your
presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a

A reading from Genesis.

"The LoRD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. “He looked up and saw three men
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet
them, and bowed down to the ground. °He said, “My lord, if | find favor with
you, do not pass by your servant. “ Let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. ° Let me bring a little bread, that you
may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come
to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” ° And Abraham hastened
into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice
flour, knead it, and make cakes.” " Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf,
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. ° Then
he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before
them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

’They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the
tent.” "% Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife
Sarah shall have a son.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 15

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the
truth from their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do
not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the
LorD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their
word.



°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be
overthrown.

SOLO: Grace Bob Hench

Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-28
A reading from Colossians.

'°[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation; ° for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. ' He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. '®He is the
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. '* For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ’ and through him God was
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace through the blood of his cross.

" And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, ““he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as
to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—""
provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith,
without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard,
which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. |, Paul,
became a servant of this gospel.

“*1 am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh |
am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his
body, that is, the church. > | became its servant according to God’s
commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully
known, ““the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. *’ To them God
chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. “’It is he
whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all
wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*“Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a
certain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her
home. *° She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to what he was saying. “° But Martha was distracted by her many
tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my
sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.”
“But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; ““ there is need of only one thing. Mary has
chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

Day by Day

ELW 790

bear; oh, what joy

grow too great to
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lead me to the home I
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till

trea-sure, where at last

in glo - ry

T'll find e - ter - nal
I be-hold your face.

rest.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005
Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813—1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

with your pres-ence here to guide me, 1 will reach at last the prom-ised land.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your
words of life. Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment,
that your word may be more fully known. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From
that promise, generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for
creation. Bring healing to the earth with your words of life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of
the world. May your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide
gracious hospitality in places where hostile forces hold sway. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, iliness, grief, depression,
or despair (especially). Bring honor to any who experience slander and evil
intent or are discredited by others. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and
safe spaces where everyone, without exception, can receive and be
transformed by your word of life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to
your word, we give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we
realize the promise of the gospel with all creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the
name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional: Postlude In D Douglas Wagner



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
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2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign-est in glo - ry;  thou dwell -est in light;
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan
The soul of Marian “Toots” Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: Sylvia Malsatzki



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES

Church Service and Picinic Jul 27 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #1 with Bethany

Sweets and Treats Aug 310 AM

St James Church Picnic Aug 10 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #1

Church Service and Picinic Aug 24 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2 with Bethany

Lutheran Day at the Curve Aug 24 5 PM

Church Council Meeting Sep 9 5:30 PM




NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
September 9, 2025

5:30 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
2 BE: August 3, 2025

AT§ Provided By: Carol and Tina

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




CHURCH PiIcNiIc

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held August 10, 2025 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #1

PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE!

church
e




August 10, 2025
Highland Park, Pavilion #1

ghmch 11:00 AM Communion Worship Service
?.\0 'e 12:00 PM Meal

“*Bring your own Paper Plates, and Utensils**
**Beverages will be provided™
*Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and Rolls will be provided™

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Flan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name:...
Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #




Sunday, August 24

ALTOONA

@QB j}a ﬂ? 3 Buffet begins at S5pm

Game begins. at 6 pm

Ialleghenysynodcurve ' ets@gmail.com
or call/text 814.934.9941. Please mail payments
to the Allegheny Synod Office, 916 Hicko

Hollidaysburg, PA 16

Tickets: $15/each

(200 Ievel) game tlcket / Flreworks fol[owmg the game'
Please note: Children 2.and under ; P ths 14 and under run the bases!
arefree. e :




Ticket Order Form

Contact Name

Contact Phone Number

Number of
Adults/Children 3+
Buffet and Game
tickets

X$15.00 | =%

Number of
Adults/Children 3+ X$11.00 | =$
GAME ONLY tickets

Number of Children FREE
Ages 2 and under

=$0.00

Children ages 2 and under must sit on
an adult’s lap to receive a free ticket.

Postage & Envelope Cost if Requesting

Mailed Tickets *+$0.75

Total Amount Enclosed =%

Mailing Address
(If Requesting Mailed Tickets)

If you wish for your tickets to be mailed to you, please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope, or add an additional $0.75 to your total.

Order Deadline - August 10

Mail completed order form and payment to:
Allegheny Synod, 916 Hickory St., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
If you have questions, email alleghenysynodcurvetickets@gmail.com




™ NGNS A 00
0D BY PG L0,
LB PRV

ﬁ  BRING A SIDE DISH
SALAD OR DESSERT TO SHARE

Location: Highland Park, Altoona
June 224 - Pavillion 2

July 27 - Pavillion #1

August 24 - Pavillion #2




© Uy 20

wForlam the Lord, whd
heals you.
Exodvs 15:26

Dear Lord, Please bring
healing to those who are
sick. Be their comfort, their
hope and their light in the
darkness. You are our
o mighty Healer.

PEACe oF
Heaven



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

AR
A

'l\'."‘ E}G e
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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