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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
July 13, 2025
oth Sunday

after Pentecost

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: When Morning Guilds The Sky arr. Dale Wood
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: O God of Mercy, God of Light ELW 714
NEXT PAGE



O God of Mercy, God of Light
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of light, in love and
2 You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost
3 Teach us the les - son Je - sus  taught: to feel for
4 For all are kin - dred, far and wide, since Je - sus
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mer - cy in - fi - nite, teach us, as ev - er
world might hear your call; oh, hear us lest we
those  his blood has  bought, that ev - 'ty deed and
Christ for all has died; grant us the will, and
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in your sight, to live our lives in you.
stray and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and thought may work a work for you.
grace  pro - vide, to love them all in you.
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5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 6 And may your Holy Spirit move
may we each other’s burdens share; all those who live to live in love,
may we, where help is needed, there till you receive in heav’n above
give help as though to you. all those who live in you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.
Music: JUST AS I AM, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your
loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to
love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:9-14
A reading from Deuteronomy.

The LoRD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your
undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the
fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, just as
he delighted in prospering your ancestors, '’ when you obey the LORD your
God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book
of the law, because you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with
all your soul.

" Surely, this commandment that | am commanding you today is not too
hard for you, nor is it too far away. '“ It is not in heaven, that you should say,
“Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and
observe it?” " Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who will cross
to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and
observe it?” ' No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your
heart for you to observe.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 25:1-10

"To you, O Lorob, | lift up my soul.

“My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph over me.

° Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame
who are treacherous.

“Show me your ways, O LoRD, and teach me your paths.



°Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have | trusted all the day long.

°Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from
everlasting.

"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember
me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O
LORD.

®You are gracious and upright, O LoRrbD; therefore you teach sinners
in your way.

’You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

' All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness to
those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:1-10
A reading from Colossians.

"Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our
brother,
’To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

“In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, “ for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the
love that you have for all the saints, “because of the hope laid up for you
in heaven You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the
gospel “that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the
whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day
you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. ' This you learned
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of
Christ on your behalf, ®and he has made known to us your love in the
Spirit.

?For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased
praying for you and asking that you may be filled Wlth the knowledge of
God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, '’ so that you may
lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in
every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.



""May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his
glorious power, and m ay you be prepared to endure everything with
patience, while joyfully - giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. "* He has rescued
us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the klngdom of his
beloved Son, '“in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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> Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what
must | do to inherit eternal life?” “° He said to him, “What is written in the
law? What do you read there?” *’He answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” “ And he
said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

“?But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my
neighbor?” *° Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him,
and went away, leaving him half dead. °' Now by chance a priest was
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side. ** So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. **But a Samaritan while traveling came near
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. **He went to him
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he
E)ut him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
°The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and
said, ‘Take care of him; and when | come back, | will repay you whatever
more you spend.” ° Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” °’ He said, “The one who
showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

ELW 712
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com -fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur - pose ev-’ry gift which you im -part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring  us to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 19011984
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.
Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love.
Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as
they seek to learn your ways. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants. Uphold farmers
and farm workers as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands
that are parched with heat. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to
govern with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable,
especially strangers, migrants, and asylum seekers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing (especially). Provide
protection and aid to children who are unsafe and undernourished while on
summer break. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people
who offer aid. We pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks for all who have gone before us and have made your love
known. Help us to follow their witness as we await our share in the inheritance
of the saints. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the
name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Lead On, O King Eternal! ELW 805
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional The Singing Heart John Boalt



Lead On, O King Eternal!

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917

Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nall The day of marchhas come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents will be our home.
and ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for  glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - e’er your face ap - pears.
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong;
for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
Your cross is  lift - ed o’er us; we jour-ney in its light;
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and now, O King e - ter - nal, we lift our bat - tle song.
but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav’n-ly king-dom comes.
the crown a - waits the con - quest; lead on, O God of might!
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan

The soul Marian Holsinger  The soul of Deborah Manbeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: Sylvia Malsatzki



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Mark Pour Calendars il
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES

Church Service and Picinic Jul 27 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #1 with Bethany

Sweets and Treats Aug 310 AM

St James Church Picnic Aug 10 11 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #1

Church Service and Picinic Aug 24 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2 with Bethany

Lutheran Day at the Curve Aug 24 5 PM

Church Council Meeting Sep 9 5:30 PM




NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
September 9, 2025

5:30 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
— BE: August 3, 2025

’ REATS Provided By: Carol and Tina

Tk * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the

Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




CHURCH PiIcNiIc

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held August 10, 2025 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #1

PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE!

church
e




August 10, 2025
Highland Park, Pavilion #1

ghmch 11:00 AM Communion Worship Service
?.\0 'e 12:00 PM Meal

“*Bring your own Paper Plates, and Utensils**
**Beverages will be provided™
*Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and Rolls will be provided™

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Flan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name:...
Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #

Name;

Plan to attend # Plan to bring #




Sunday, August 24

ALTOONA

@QB j}a ﬂ? 3 Buffet begins at S5pm

Game begins. at 6 pm

Ialleghenysynodcurve ' ets@gmail.com
or call/text 814.934.9941. Please mail payments
to the Allegheny Synod Office, 916 Hicko

Hollidaysburg, PA 16

Tickets: $15/each

(200 Ievel) game tlcket / Flreworks fol[owmg the game'
Please note: Children 2.and under ; P ths 14 and under run the bases!
arefree. e :




Ticket Order Form

Contact Name

Contact Phone Number

Number of
Adults/Children 3+
Buffet and Game
tickets

X$15.00 | =%

Number of
Adults/Children 3+ X$11.00 | =$
GAME ONLY tickets

Number of Children FREE
Ages 2 and under

=$0.00

Children ages 2 and under must sit on
an adult’s lap to receive a free ticket.

Postage & Envelope Cost if Requesting

Mailed Tickets *+$0.75

Total Amount Enclosed =%

Mailing Address
(If Requesting Mailed Tickets)

If you wish for your tickets to be mailed to you, please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope, or add an additional $0.75 to your total.

Order Deadline - August 10

Mail completed order form and payment to:
Allegheny Synod, 916 Hickory St., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
If you have questions, email alleghenysynodcurvetickets@gmail.com
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ﬁ  BRING A SIDE DISH
SALAD OR DESSERT TO SHARE

Location: Highland Park, Altoona
June 224 - Pavillion 2

July 27 - Pavillion #1

August 24 - Pavillion #2







St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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