
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

June 29, 2025 

3rd Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 
 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                     A Mighty Fortress            Rumsam/ Luther   
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:               Lift High the Cross                               ELW 660 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you 
favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, 
leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:               1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21  
  

 A reading from Kings. 
 

15
 Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 
16

 Also 
you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.” 
  

19
 So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was   

plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the 
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 

20
 He left the oxen, 

ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will 
follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to 
you?” 

21
 He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered 

them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to 
the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his 
servant. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM                               Psalm  16  
 

 

1
 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the Lord, “You are 

my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 

2
 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are  

noble among the people.  
 

3
 But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.  



4
 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their 

names upon my lips. 
 

5
 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 

 

6
 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich        

inheritance. 
 

7
 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night 

after night. 
 

8
 I have set the Lord always before me; because God is at my right 

hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 

9
 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall 

rest in hope. 
 

10
 For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see 

the pit. 
 

11
 You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of 

joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.   
 
 
Second Reading:         Galatians 5:1, 13-25  
 

A reading from Galatians. 
 

1
 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 

submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
13

 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love     
become slaves to one another. 

14
 For the whole law is summed up in a 

single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15

 If, 
however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another. 
16

 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17

 For 
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires 
is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent 
you from doing what you want. 

18
 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 

not subject to the law. 
19

 Now the works of the flesh are obvious:           
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 

20
 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 

jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 
21

 envy, drunkenness,  
carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you      
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                        Luke 9:51-62  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

22
 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 
23

 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against such things. 

24
 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have       

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25

 If we live by the Spirit, 
let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Sermon 

51
 When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to 

go to Jerusalem. 
52

 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way 
they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 

53
 but they 

did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 
54

 When 
his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 

55
 But he 

turned and rebuked them. 
56

 Then they went on to another village. 
57

 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow 
you wherever you go.” 

58
 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and 

birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 

59
 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me 

go and bury my father.” 
60

 But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their 
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”              
61

 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to 
those at my home.” 

62
 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 

plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 667 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the       
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of 
your peace. Emboldened by the witness of (your apostles Peter and Paul and) 
Christians throughout history, send us to proclaim your reign come near. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and birds, 
the pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep us mindful of 
the rich inheritance you have given us in the natural world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice and     
unable to be shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your Spirit to listen 
and respond to the people they govern. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, 
and shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who 
are sick into your healing presence (especially). Give all your fullness of joy. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and within our 
congregation’s ministries (local ministries may be named). Set our faces       
always on you, that we might live in the freedom to which you have called us. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful departed. Let us 
rejoice that you do not abandon us to the grave but lead us on the path of life. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:         The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve          ELW 551 
NEXT PAGE                      

 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional                    Psalm XIX        Benedetto Marcello              





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt         Bob Holsinger Sr 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt        Bob Holsinger 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck       Evelyn Holsinger                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
The soul Marian Holsinger The soul of Deborah Manbeck 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

 

Homewood: Sylvia Malsatzki       

                 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
 
Sweets and Treats     Jul 6 10 AM 
St Lukes Community Lunch   Jul 9 12 PM 
Church Service and Picinic   Jul 27 10 AM 
    *Highland Park Pavillion #1 with Bethany 
St James Church Picnic   Aug 10 11 AM 
    *Highland Park Pavillion #1 
    *Please note date change 
Church Service and Picinic   Aug 24 10 AM 
    *Highland Park Pavillion #2 with Bethany 
Church Council Meeting   Sep 9 5:30 PM 

Thank You to St Jamesa 

WELCA for providing the  

Father’s Day Treat. 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: TODAY July 6, 2025 

    Provided By: Bob and Evelyn Holsinger 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

July 9th 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 

 NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

September 9, 2025   
 

5:30 PM 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held August 10, 2025  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #1 
 
PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE! 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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