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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
May 25, 2025
6th Sunday of Easter

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED

EEPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
31114

REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: For All The Saints arr. Anne Krentz
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Shall We Gather at the River ELW 423
NEXT PAGE



Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath - er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar - ginof the riv-er, wash -ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv - er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv - er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold -en day.
grace our spir -its will de -1liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.

soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful 1iv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826—1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you
promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that
empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Acts 16:9-15
A reading from Acts.

° During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” ' When he had
seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

""We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the
following day to Neapolis, '“and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of
the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for
some days. '“On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where
we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the
women who had gathered there. "“ A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper
of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in
purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by
Paul. "°When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And
she prevailed upon us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 67

"May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face
shine upon us.

’ Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all
nations.

° Let the peoples praise you, O God:; let all the peoples praise you.

“ Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples
with equity and guide all the nations on earth.

° Let the peoples praise you, O God:; let all the peoples praise you.

°The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has
blessed us.

"May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in
awe

SOLO: You Raise Me Up Bob Hench

Second Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5
A reading from Revelation.

'“ And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven from God.

“?1 saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. “* And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,
for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ** The nations will
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. *° Its
gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.

° People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. " But
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

**"Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb “ through the
middle of the street of the city.



On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations. * Nothing accursed will be found there any more.
But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will
worship h|m “they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. ° And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or
sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and
ever.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
e —
= . —
\j’ !
Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le -lu - 1a
*GOSPEL.: John 14:23-29

The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to you, O  Lord.



“? Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my
word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make
our home with them. ** Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who
sent me.

“>“| have said these things to you while | am still with you. “° But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you everything, and remind you of all that | have said to you.
*"Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid. “° You heard me say to you, ‘l am going away, and | am coming to
you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father,
because the Father is greater than |. *” And now | have told you this
before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

Come Down, O Love Divine

ELW 804
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1 Come down, O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, tll world-1ly pas - sions turn
3 Let ho -1y char - 1 - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and vis - it it  with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - 1li - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing
shall far out - pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - i - ness of heart, which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833—-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 18721958
Outside USA: Music from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the  while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com -ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.
rar:; ‘5] T ﬁ I J T - ! T J ——p
S CX_ 2T I I |
| | ] 1 I I il |
1 1 L ! 72 I |
~— ‘



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further
cooperation between people of different faith traditions and bless our
non-Christian neighbors (specific partners may be named here), that we learn
and grow in deeper relationship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops
and encourage communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us
to live in balance and harmony with your good creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict.
Protect refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking safety
and security. Make all nations safe for both migrants and residents. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with
trauma or addiction. Support caregivers, especially nurses, doctors,
counselors, and social workers. Come alongside all who are ill or struggling
(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military
service. Soothe loved ones who mourn, and strengthen support systems for
veterans and their families. Bring peace among nations, that war and conflict
around the world might cease. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ (especially).
Gather us, with them, into the peace only you can give. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Go My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543
NEXT PAGE

SOLO: TAPS BOB HENCH
*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional Amazing Grace arr. R.A. Hobby



Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt Bob Holsinger Sr
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt Bob Holsinger

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck Evelyn Holsinger
The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan

The soul Marian Holsinger

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Mark Your Calendrs |l

EVENTS| -

1 1‘

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES

Sweets and Treats Jun110 AM

St Lukes Community Lunch Jun1112 PM

Church Service and Picinic Jun 22 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2 with Bethany

Church Service and Picinic Jul 27 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #1 with Bethany

ST James Church Picnic Aug 10 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #1
*Please note date change

Church Service and Picinic Aug 24 10 AM
*Highland Park Pavillion #2 with Bethany
Church Council Meeting Sep 9 5:30 PM



CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE FOR
Marian (Soots) Ruth Hobsinger 05-18-2025

Here is the link for the service on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5mRiUlrknc

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
September 9, 2025

5:30 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
—a BE: June 1, 2025

| >REAT§ Provided By: Carol and Tina

TS * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

T LUKE MMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY ST LUKES COMMU UNC

IL@N@B{I June 11th 12 PM

e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd

w 028y ﬂQ 20
g i” éﬂ by f\m ;;b - Wednesday of each month in the
il 3

St James Social Hall



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5mRiUIrknc

CHURCH PICNIC

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held August 10, 2025 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #1

PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE!

w 1 1

church

picnic

plan to attend!
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iﬁ PLEASE BRING A SIE DSH
SALAD OR DESSERT T0 SWARE

Location: Highland Park, Altoona
June 224 - Pavillion 2 &
July 27% - Pavillion 1

August 24™ - Pavillion #2




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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