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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
May 11, 2025
4th Sunday of Easter

Communion

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED

EEPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Andante Tranquillo Felix Mendelssohn
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW 389
NEXT PAGE



Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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1 Christ is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing. The cross stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom - en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ is a - live, and comes to bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - 'ty age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in death, shall nev - er die.
here and  now, and touch -ing ev - 'ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and praise.
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



KYRIE

I 1}
| I I I I
| | Il
o
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,

I T — ~ R | —
O f—T 11 i— nIIF °s o r— |.

gJ e - 1

al-le -lu-1a, al-le - Iu - ia. 1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb

N u .

I . I Pr— T
R N I BN
Tt <t |

who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
Refrain
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal
covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do your will,
and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Acts 9:36-43
A reading from Acts.

“*Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek
is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. °’ At that time
she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room
upstairs. *° Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter
was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without
delay.” *’ So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and
showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with
them. “” Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He
turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and
seeing Peter, she sat up. *' He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. ** This became
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. ** Meanwhile he
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 23

"The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

“The LoRD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me
beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LoRD, and guide me along right pathways for
your name’s sake.

“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort
me.

°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17
A reading from Revelation.

° After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands. '’ They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”
""And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, ' singing,
“‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
"“Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed
in white, and where have they come from?”
' said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me,
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
'°For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.



' They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;
'"for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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“ At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, > and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portlco of Solomon.
* So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you
keep us in suspense’? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” *° Jesus
answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in
my Father's name testlfy to me; “” but you do not believe, because you do
not belong to my_ sheep "My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and
they follow me. =" | give them eternal I|fe and they will never perlsh No
one will snatch them out of my hand. *” What my Father has given me is
9reater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
’The Father and | are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

ELW 782

My Shepherd, You Supply My Need
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1 My Shep-herd, you sup-ply my need; most ho -ly is your name.
2 When I walk through the shades of death, your pres-ence is my stay;
3 The sure pro - vi-sions of my God at - tend me all my days;
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In pas - tures fresh you make me feed, be - side the liv -ing stream.
one word of your sup-port-ing breath drives all my fears a - way.
oh, may your house be my a - bode and all my work be praise.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt., based on Psalm 23
Music: RESIGNATION, North American traditional



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing
place for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of
baptism, and send us forth as signs of your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems
and restore species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in
balance and harmony with our non-human neighbors. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to
judges, lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass
incarceration, empower processes of restorative justice, and encourage all
who strive for healing in our communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or
depression, loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your
shepherding care (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering
care. Come close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult,
and console all who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints
(especially), we rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to
us in Jesus, your beloved child. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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in the name  of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy
supper.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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peace.

Communion Distribution—The Communion cups are opened at this time.
Remove the Communion wafer from the cup—P: Body of Christ given for you.

Remove wrapper from Wine cup—P: Blood of Christ shed for you.
*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in his grace.
C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-"ry-one what he has done.
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send
us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim
your risen life to a wounded and weary world.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Savior, like A Shepherd You Lead Us ELW 789
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Offertory in F Antoine-Edouard Batiste



Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us

1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead wus; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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your pleas-ant pas-tures feed
keep your flock, from sin de - fend
have mer - cy
bless -ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior,

to re - lieve

us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

with your love our spir - its fill.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 18161868
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@agmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt

Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH May 14 12 PM
* Hosted by St James Lutheran
Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall

Religious Art Experience May 18th
*More information in the Announcements!

Sweets and Treats Jun110 AM

Church Picnic Aug 10 11 AM

*Highland Park Pavillion #1
*Please note date change
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SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
A= BE: June 1, 2025
REATS Provided By: Carol and Tina
T. * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
COMMUNITY

L@N@[{I May 14th 12 PM

s i, n e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
g" ‘i&* s Wednesday of each month in the
M St James Social Hall

kindness

INSPiRES

kindness




Jhank You ta Donna and Bill

Witt for providing Sweets and
Jneats en May 4th.

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING
September 9, 2025

A gift will be given to all mothers of the
congredation from the
ot. James WELCA Group.



SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2025

Discover the Beauty of Religious Art in Altoona

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX
TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL

ST. JAMES EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL

Cost: Free - Donations are appreciated
Pre-registration required

Join us for a guided tour of five local places of worship, each offering a unique
window into sacred art.

From stained glass and sculpture to murals and symbolic décor, explore how faith
and creativity come together in powerful ways.

Learn from artists, pastors, and historians. Gain insight into spiritual and cultural

traditions g X
Register: ArtsAltoona.org/upcoming-events

Presented by ArtsAltoona — Connecting people with the arts to strengthen our communities

MORE INFORMATION ON THE NEXT PAGE!




Explore Sacred Spaces: A Guided Religious Art Experience

Come along for an inspiring afternoon as we visit five local places of worship, each
offering a unique look at sacred art, from stained glass and sculptures to murals
and symbolic design. It’s a chance to explore how faith and creativity come to-
gether in powerful ways

You’ll hear from artists, pastors, and historians who will share stories and insights
about spiritual and cultural traditions along the way.

How it works:
We’'ll start at 12:30 p.m. and wrap up by 5:30 p.m. You'll drive yourself between
stops, and at each location you’ll be greeted and guided through the space.

Can’t make the whole day? No worries, come for as much or as little as you’re able!

We do encourage joining us for the full experience though!

Cost: None
Donations are always welcome to support ArtsAltoona and its mission of connecting

people with the arts to strengthen our communities.
Registration is required so we can plan accordingly.
Tour Schedule & Locations

12:30 PM - St. John the Evangelist
344 Baynton Ave, Altoona, PA 16602

1:30 PM - St. George Antiochian Orthodox
519 58th St, Altoona, PA 16602

2:30 PM — Temple Beth Israel
3004 Union Ave, Altoona, PA 16602

3:30 PM — St. James Evangelical Lutheran
1407 8th Ave, Altoona, PA 16602

4:30 PM - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
806 11th St, Altoona, PA 16602

Please feel free to email with any questions! Info@ArtsAltoona.org
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CHURCH PICNIC

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held August 10, 2025 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #1

Please NOTE DATE CHANGE!
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church

picnic

plan to attend!




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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