
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

April 6, 2025 

5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Jay Buchanan 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                    Comfort My Soul         Henry Purcell 
                             

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:       Christ, the Life of All the Living                        ELW 339 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your 
grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new 
thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your 
love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and    
forever. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
First Reading:                   Isaiah 43:16-21  
 
 

 A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 

16
 Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty     

waters, 
17

 who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, 
they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

18
 Do not         

remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 
19

 I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

20
 The wild animals will honor me, the    

jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 

21
 the people whom I formed for myself so 

that they might declare my praise. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
PSALM                                 Psalm 126 
 
1
 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who 

dream. 
 
2
 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of 

joy. Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things 
for them.” 
 
3
 The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.  

 
4
 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negeb.   



5
 Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 

 
6
 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with 

joy, shouldering their sheaves.   
 
 
 
 
Second Reading:                   Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 
[Paul writes:] 

4b
 If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I 

have more: 
5
 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, 
a Pharisee; 

6
 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless. 
  

7
 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss         

because of Christ. 
8
 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of 

the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 

9
 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 

my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 

10
 I want to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, 

11
 if somehow I may attain the          

resurrection from the dead. 
  

12
 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 

goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 
me his own. 

13
 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 

this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, 

14
 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly 

call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:                        John 12:1-8  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



Sermon 

1
 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of       

Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 
2
 There they gave a dinner for 

him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.      
3
 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ 

feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance 
of the perfume. 

4
 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was 

about to betray him), said, 
5
 “Why was this perfume not sold for three      

hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 
6
 (He said this not        

because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 

7
 Jesus said, “Leave 

her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 
8
 

You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 754 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

A brief silence. 

The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s 
imagination, Paul’s transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that 
our lives, too, may be poured out in love as we trust in your promises. God, in 
your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in 
the sea and the wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and         
wetlands. Repair habitats and sustainable ecosystems on, above, and beneath 
the ground. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, 
bring together those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those 
who call to you with different names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith 
may unite rather than divide communities. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been 
dampened through a health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. 
Bring healing to those in need (especially). May all who weep now sing songs 
of joy again. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who 
proclaim the gospel (especially Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, and      
Lucas Cranach). Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the new thing 
you are doing. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those 
who have died, we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, 
our crucified and risen Savior. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in 
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:            My Faith Looks up to Thee               ELW 759 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                  Lamb Of God        Georges Bizet  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Sweets and Treats TODAY   Apr 6 10 AM 
Council Meeting     Apr 7 5:30 PM 
ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  Apr 10 12 PM 
    * Hosted by St James Lutheran 
      Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the  
      St James Social Hall 
Allegheny Chorale Spring Concert Apr 27 3 PM 
 

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday 
School Room from January 5th to April 13! 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: TODAY April 6, 2025 

    Provided By: Diane Shultz 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 
NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEETING  
 

APRIL 7, 2025   
 

5:30 PM 



 

Maundy Thursday– April 17th 12:00PM 

“Lord make our sad divisions soon to cease; draw us all 
closer, each to each, we plead, by drawing all to you, O 
Prince of peace.” (ELW 463) 
On this sacred night, we remember the final night which    
Jesus gathered with the original twelve disciples sharing with them the 
commandments of Love and Grace through meal and the washing of feet. 
This is a night which we give thanks for the gift of communion as we are 
mere hours away from his death on the cross.  
 
The altar is stripped as we remember Jesus being stripped of his freedom as 
we hear the words of Psalm 22 preparing us for              
Good Friday.   
 
Good Friday– April 18th 2:00PM  
(Communion will not be celebrated)   
We gather at the foot of the cross to hear the words of      
Jesus’s agonizing death for us and for our salvation. In this 
service of remembrance we ponder his trial, his torture, his carrying the 
cross, his crucifixion and burial through the use of Scripture and hymns. 
We also hear the final words of   Jesus by candlelight and leave in darkness 
and silence this night.  
 
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD (EASTER SUNDAY) April 
20th  10:45AM 

 
It has finally arrived!! If you ever wonder if 
there was a day in which the world was 
changed, the first Easter was that day. We gather 
to celebrate Christ being Raised from the 
Dead!!! Death, sin, fear, cruelty, injustice, and 
evil no longer have the final say in our lives   
because the final words belong to Jesus. Christ 
is risen and we celebrate that freedom! The church will be 

decorated to celebrate this momentous occasion. 



ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

April 10 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 



* Congregation is asked to bring cookies for the reception after the 
concert. 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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