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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
February 23, 2025
7th Sunday after
Epiphany

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Rev. John Kratz
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Glorious Things Of Thee Are Spoken  Arr. Homer Whitford
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858
NEXT PAGE



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing

3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a- dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va = tion!

and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.

sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at - tend you.

All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,

Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been

Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do

Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his  love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, PartI1, Stralsund, 1665

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0 | .
2 I I T y T
Ga=r 1
Lt | 1
o
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there
is hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where
there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to
console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
A reading from Genesis.

* Joseph said to his brothers, “ am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came
closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. ° And
now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here;
for God sent me before you to preserve life. ° For the famine has been in the
land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. ' God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. ° So it was not you
who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of
all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. ° Hurry and go up to my father
and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all
Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. "’ You shall settle in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. T will
provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’”
"> And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his
brothers talked with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40

Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do
wrong.

’For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass
fade away.

*Put your trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and find safe
pasture.

“Take delight in the LoRD, who shall give you your heart’s desire.

° Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, and see what
God will do.

°The Lorp will make your vindication as clear as the light and the
justice of your case like the noonday sun.

" Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the
one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.

® Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads
only to evil.

°For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD shall
possess the land.

'“In a little while the wicked shall be no more; even if you search out
their place, they will not be there.

""But the lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of
peace.

““But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; you
are their stronghold in time of trouble.

““You, O Lorb, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them
from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

> But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of
body do they come?” “° Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless
it dies. °" And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be,
but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. *° But God
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

*?So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable,
what is raised is imperishable. *° It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also
a spiritual body. *° Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a
living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. “° But it is not the
spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. *" The first
man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.
“® As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the
man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. *° Just as we have
borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the
man of heaven.

*“What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
imperishable.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

*GOSPEL.: Luke 6:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord



[Jesus said:] *" “But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good
to those who hate you, " bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. “’ If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and
from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. °
Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. °' Do to others as you would have them
do to you.

*2If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. * If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. * If you
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credlt is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. *° But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will
be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
un%rateful and the wicked. “° Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn and you
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; *° give, and it
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O  Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: ELW 605
Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive
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I “For - give our sins as we for-give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv -ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim -ly knew:
4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers” debts to us; how great our debt to you!

then, by  your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

lives will spread your peace.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Surprising God, you call us to love our enemies and to show kindness in the
face of cruelty. Let our actions be a shining witness of your overwhelming
grace for all. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As animals hibernate and fields lay dormant, let them be a reminder that life
and faith are not static but always changing and growing. May we, with all
creation, trust that the ending of one thing promises life in a new way. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for leaders and policymakers who work to reduce violence in our
nations, cities, and towns. Give your wisdom and discernment amid heated
arguments and differing viewpoints. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the victims of abuse and violence. Provide safe shelter and new
beginnings to those experiencing domestic violence and dangerous situations.
Enfold with love all who seek your healing care (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Empower our faith communities to be signs of your gracious love. Bless the
local ministries of parish nursing and caregiving, that they will be a voice for
those in need in our communities (other ministries may be named). God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the enduring witness of those who have died before us
(especially Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna). May their lives in you provide a
witness of your everlasting grace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Where Charity and Love Prevalil ELW 359
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional Sun Of My Soul, Thou Savior Dear Arr. George Lynn



Where Charity and Love Prevail

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842

Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 Where char-i -ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev -er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all  con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for- give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on -ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen-tle - ness.
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt

Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Sweets and Treats Mar 2 10 AM
Ash Wednesday Service Mar 57 PM
* Service held at Bethany Lutheran
* NO SERVICE HELD AT ST JAMES
ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH Mar 1212 PM
* Hosted by St James Lutheran
Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall
Potluck Dinner Mar 16 12 PM
Council Meeting Apr 7 5:30 PM
Allegheny Chorale Spring Concert  Apr 27 3 PM

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday
School Room from January 5th to March 23rd!




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
> BE: March 2, 2025
E ATS Provided By: Sharon Lightner
TR * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

COMMUNITY

W i

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
March 12 12 PM

e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall




Potluck Dinner

March 16, 2025

12 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

April 7, 2025
5:30 PM

Ash Wednesday Service will be
held at Bethany Lutheran on

March 5, 2025 7 PM

ASH WEDNESDAY

NO SERVICE AT ST. JAMES

Allegheny Chorale
Spring Concert
T Jﬁ April 27, 2025
3 PM




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

