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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church

March 16, 2025
2nd Sunday in Lent

Worship every Sunday
10 AM

Welcome

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.

Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

ALL LITURGY AND Music RIGHTS RESERVED
ngﬁgﬁb UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Christ Lag In Todesbanden arr. Wilbur Held

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)
PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church

of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Blessed Be the God of Israel ELW 250
NEXT PAGE



Blessed Be the God of Israel
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1 Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comes to set us free
2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,
3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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and rais - es up new hope for us: a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.
the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;
to tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hynnal, © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

So have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and of - fer lives of  praise,
Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er cease
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God would turn back our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - 1li - ness and righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the gloom of death and lead us in - to peace.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise
everlasting life to the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and
shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

A reading from Genesis.

' After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” “But Abram
said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” ° And Abram said, “You have given me
no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” “ But the word
of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very
own issue shall be your heir.” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your descendants be.” °® And he believed the LORD; and the
LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “l am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord Gob, how
am | to know that | shall possess it?” ? He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove,
and a young pigeon.” '’ He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying
each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. " And when
birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

'? As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep
and terrifying darkness descended upon him.

""When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. '® On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants | give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 27

"The LoRD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear? The
LoRD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | | be afraid?

“When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh, they, my
foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.

*Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear. Though war
rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.

“ One thing | ask of the LORD; one thing | seek; that | may dwell in the
house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of
the LORD and to seek God in the temple.

°For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden
places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up on a rock.

°Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround
me. Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of
rejoicing; | will sing and make music to the LORD.

"Hear my voice, O LORD, when | call; have mercy on me and answer me.

My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” Your face, O
LoRrbD, | will seek.

°Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of
my salvation.

'"Though my father and my mother forsake me, the LorD will take
me in.

""Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me on a level path, because of my
Oppressors.

' Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise up against me,
false withesses breathing violence.

" This | believe—that | will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of
the living!

' Wait for the LORD and be strong. Take heart and wait for the LORD!



Second Reading: Philippians 3:17—4:1
A reading from Philippians.

' Brothers and sisters, join in |m|tat|ng me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. '° For many live as enemies of
the cross of Chrlst | have often told you of them, and now | tell you even
with tears. '? Their end is destruction; their god is the beIIy, and their glory
is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. “° But our
citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. “' He will transform the body of our
humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.

" Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re - tum to the Lord, your God. for he is gra - cious and
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stead - fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

*GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Lord.

*" At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” *’He said to them, “Go and tell that
fox for me, ‘Listen, | am casting out demons and performing cures today
and tomorrow, and on the third day | finish my work. *° Yet today, tomorrow,
and the next day | must be on my way, because it is impossible for a
prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem. ** Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city
that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have |
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under
her wings, and you were not willing! °° See, your house is left to you. And |
tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Prase ~ to yon, O  Christ.

Sermon




We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 667

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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1 “Take up your cross,’ the Sav - jor said,
2 Take up  your Cross; let not its weight
3 Take up your Cross, nor heed the shame,
4 Take up your cross and fol - low Christ,
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per - vade your soul with vain a - larm;
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nor think tll death to lay it  down;
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for - sake the Ppast, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those ~who hum - bly bear the cross
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and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me”
sus - tain your heart, and nerve your —arm.
to save your soul from death and  hell.
one day will wear the glo - rious crown.
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Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.
Music: BOURBON, W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version
Atr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the
churches of Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may
take heart and stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. God, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars.
Strengthen the voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the
planet, that they would not be silenced but heeded as your messengers. God,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your
people what it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work
for justice and safeguard the world for future generations. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill
in body or mind, and for people living in fear or need (especially). May all know
they are not alone. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who
are divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may
set aside grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and love. God, in
your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints
who have gone before us (especially). Help us to trust in you as they did and
to live according to their example. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song:  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW 588
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional Savior, When In Dust To You arr. Gerald Near



There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

N = , p— ,

v . T T == . 1 | I .

y 4 — : | P S O B | o | | |

I S B R 2
1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 "Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.

and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814—1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt

Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

Potluck Dinner TODAY Mar 16 12 PM
Easter Flower Order Deadline Mar 19 12 PM
Sweets and Treats Apr 6 10 AM

Council Meeting Apr 7 5:30 PM

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH Apr1012 PM
* Hosted by St James Lutheran
Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall
Allegheny Chorale Spring Concert  Apr 27 3 PM

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday
School Room from January 5th to March 23rd!




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
BE: April 6, 2025
Provided By: Diane Shultz
* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

Thanks to Sharon Lightner for

ﬁw (lm/ providing Sweets and Treats for the

month of March.

The next Potluck Dinner is
TODAY March 16, 2025

12PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

APRIL 7, 2025
5:30 PM




Maundy Thursday— April 17th 7:00PM

“Lord make our sad divisions soon to cease; draw us all
closer, each to each, we plead, by drawing all to you, O
Prince of peace.” (ELW 463)

On this sacred night, we remember the final night which
Jesus gathered with the original twelve disciples sharing with them the
commandments of Love and Grace through meal and the washing of feet.
This is a night which we give thanks for the gift of communion as we are
mere hours away from his death on the cross.

The altar is stripped as we remember Jesus being stripped of his freedom as
we hear the words of Psalm 22 preparing us for
Good Friday.

Good Friday— April 18th 2:00PM

(Communion will not be celebrated)

We gather at the foot of the cross to hear the words of

Jesus’s agonizing death for us and for our salvation. In this

service of remembrance we ponder his trial, his torture, his carrying the
cross, his crucifixion and burial through the use of Scripture and hymns.
We also hear the final words of Jesus by candlelight and leave in darkness
and silence this night.

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD (EASTER SUNDAY) April
20™ 10:45AM

It has finally arrived!! If you ever wonder if
there was a day in which the world was
changed, the first Easter was that day. We gather
' to celebrate Christ being Raised from the
'Dead!!! Death, sin, fear, cruelty, injustice, and -
| evil no longer have the final say in our lives o
because the final words belong to Jesus. Christ
is risen and we celebrate that freedom! The church will be
decorated to celebrate this momentous occasion.




COMMUNITY

LUINICr

e

oo ] n"ﬂ“ Q t “@if”
ﬂ' MmNV TN

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
April 10 12 PM

e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall

7\
a
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ﬂllegheny Chorale

o Anniversary oo

Sunday, April 27, 2025 at 3pm
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Altoona
Tuesday, April 29, 2025 at 7pm
First Presbyterian Church, Tyrone




Easter Flowers

Your name (as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This Donation is made:

IHO:

IMO:

Choice of Flowers:

___ Yellow Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($12) __ Red Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($12)
____ 8’Daffodils($15) ___Lilies single stem ($16)
____Multi-Color 3 Bulb Hyacinths ($13.50)

Amount of Contribution: $ Envelope Number:
Please Check One:
____ Yes, | do want to take the flower(s) home with me.

No, | do not want to take the flower(s) home with me. |

would like them to be given to a shut-in or friend of St. James.

Please use the My Offering envelope in your pew to place your
order and payment. Check the Flower Fund box on the envelope
and place in the offering plate.

Orders must be received by 12 PM March 19, 2025



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’'s work. Our hands.
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