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February 16, 2025 
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Worship every Sunday 
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Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:               Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   Beethoven/J. Innes 
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:                Blest Are They                        ELW 728 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the      
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of 
our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                  Jeremiah 17:5-10  
  

 A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

5
 Thus says the Lord: 

 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
  and make mere flesh their strength, 
  whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 
 

6
 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

  and shall not see when relief comes. 
 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
  in an uninhabited salt land. 
 
 

7
 Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 

  whose trust is the Lord. 
 

8
 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

  sending out its roots by the stream. 
 It shall not fear when heat comes, 
  and its leaves shall stay green; 
 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
  and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
 
 

9
 The heart is devious above all else; 

  it is perverse— 
  who can understand it? 
 

10
 I the Lord test the mind 

  and search the heart, 
 to give to all according to their ways, 
  according to the fruit of their doings. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                                 Psalm 1 
 

1
 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor 

lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

2
 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate on God’s 

teaching day and night. 
 

3
 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due   

season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
 

4
 It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind 

blows away. 
 

5
 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor 

the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

6
 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 

wicked shall be destroyed.  

 
 
Second Reading:           1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
12

 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of 
you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 

13
 If there is no resurrection 

of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 
14

 and if Christ has not been 
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in 
vain. 

15
 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we      

testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true 
that the dead are not raised. 

16
 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ 

has not been raised. 
17

 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 
you are still in your sins. 

18
 Then those also who have died in Christ have 

perished. 
19

 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all    
people most to be pitied. 
  

20
 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who have died. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:                   Luke 6:17-26  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

17
 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a 

great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all       
Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.

18
 They had come to 

hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled 
with unclean spirits were cured. 

19
 And all in the crowd were trying to touch 

him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.  



  
20

 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:  
 “Blessed are you who are poor, 
  for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 

21
 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

  for you will be filled. 
 “Blessed are you who weep now, 
  for you will laugh. 
  

22
 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 

revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 
23

 Rejoice in 
that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for 
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
 

24
 “But woe to you who are rich, 

  for you have received your consolation. 
 

25
 “Woe to you who are full now, 

  for you will be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 
  for you will mourn and weep. 
  

26
 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their          

ancestors did to the false prophets.”  

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 449 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to proclaim 
to all people the promises made true in the death and resurrection of Christ. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices 
and climate change, give us courage to help bring about its restoration.        
Encourage those who work in forestry to be a voice for the hidden places of 
creation and provide skills for its conservation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders 
of nations. Grant that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge, but 
that they will delight in the fountain of your righteousness. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors, 
nurses, and therapists. Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are 
suffering in any way (especially). Provide an extra measure of your grace and 
love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are 
nourished by faith in you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that 
you sustain us in many ways. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both 
sorrow and joy, challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all 
times. May their lives be a witness to the living. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 
promise is revealed among the people. 
Amen. 



 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:      Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing             ELW 886 
NEXT PAGE                      

 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional                  A Mighty Fortress       Luther/M. McConnell        



                



In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Sweets and Treats     Mar 2 10 AM 
ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  Mar 12 12 PM 
    * Hosted by St James Lutheran 
      Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the  
      St James Social Hall 
Potluck Dinner     Mar 16 12 PM 
Council Meeting     Apr 7 5:30 PM 
Allegheny Chorale Spring Concert Apr 27 3 PM 
 

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday 
School Room from January 5th to March 23rd! 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: March 2, 2025 

 Provided By: Sharon Lightner    

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

March 12 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 



Potluck Dinner 
 

March 16, 2025 
 

12 PM 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 
 

 April 7, 2025 
 

5:30 PM 

Allegheny Chorale 
Spring Concert 
April 27, 2025 

3 PM 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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