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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
February 16, 2025

6th Sunday after
Epiphany
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

pit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
Church Or

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pul

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Beethoven/J. Innes
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Blest Are They ELW 728
NEXT PAGE



Leader or All

Blest Are They
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1 Blest are they, the poor in spir - it; theirs the
2 Blest are they, the low - 1y ones; . . . they shall in
3 Blest are they . . . .. who show mer - cy; mer cy
4 Blest are they . . . . . who seek  peace; . . they are the
5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate, . . . all . . . be
0 & N
ot T T ¥ 4 T T T ]
oA y — I y rS I y | | y y 1
[N (anY I T T —T T I | & T I |
[ANav4 | | | |- 1 ] 1 ] = 1 ] | |
) L 4 - o o o r (4 T —
king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it the carth. Blest are they who
shall be theirs. Blest are they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are they who
cause . . . of me. Re - joice, be glad,
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full of SOT - TOW; they shall be con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; they. . . . .. shall see God.
suf - fer in faith; the glo-ry of God is theirs.
yours is the king-dom; shine for all to see.
Refrain
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Re - joice and be glad!
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Bless - ed are you, ho - ly are you!
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Re - joice and be glad!
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Yours is  the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957

Music: BLEST ARE THEY, David Haas

Text and music © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

'All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
Il

Q #u f — — PR—— f — n >
e 2
> — [ ) & [ & g )
Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the
poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of
our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10
A reading from Jeremiah.

°Thus says the LORD:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.

6They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

"Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

® They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

’The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse—
who can understand it?

'] the LoRbD test the mind
and search the heart,

to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 1

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor
lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

*Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s
teaching day and night.

*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due
season, with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.

“It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind
blows away.

° Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor
the sinner in the council of the righteous.

°For the LorD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked shall be destroyed.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

' Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of
you say there is no resurrection of the dead? "° If there is no resurrection
of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; '* and if Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in
vain. " We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we
testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true
that the dead are not raised. '° For if the dead are not raised, then Christ
has not been raised. '’ If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins. '® Then those also who have died in Christ have
perished. '’ If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
peoople most to be pitied.

“’But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu - 1a Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - le - lu - la.
*GOSPEL.: Luke 6:17-26

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to you, 0O Lord.

'"[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude ofpeople from all
Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.'® They had come to
hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled
with unclean spirits were cured. '? And all in the crowd were trying to touch
him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.



“*Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
“'“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

“*“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you,
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. “* Rejoice in
that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

“* “But woe to you who are rich,

for you have received your consolation.
“>“Woe to you who are full now,

for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,

for you will mourn and weep.

““\Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O  Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

We Know That Christ Is Raised

ELW 449
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with  him an FEas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - vy takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de spair he turned to  blaz - ing joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The u - ni verse T1e - stored and whole will  sing:
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Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932

Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924

Text © John B. Geyer.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to proclaim
to all people the promises made true in the death and resurrection of Christ.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices
and climate change, give us courage to help bring about its restoration.
Encourage those who work in forestry to be a voice for the hidden places of
creation and provide skills for its conservation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders
of nations. Grant that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge, but
that they will delight in the fountain of your righteousness. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors,
nurses, and therapists. Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are
suffering in any way (especially). Provide an extra measure of your grace and
love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are
nourished by faith in you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that
you sustain us in many ways. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both
sorrow and joy, challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all
times. May their lives be a witness to the living. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song:  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional A Mighty Fortress Luther/M. McConnell



Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks, and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a -broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum -ble poor be - lieve.
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6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Gliaser, 1784—-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt

Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

'*%

Sweets and Treats Mar 2 10 AM
ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH Mar 1212 PM
* Hosted by St James Lutheran

Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the

St James Social Hall
Potluck Dinner Mar 16 12 PM
Council Meeting Apr 7 5:30 PM
Allegheny Chorale Spring Concert  Apr 27 3 PM

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday
School Room from January 5th to March 23rd!




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
> BE: March 2, 2025
E ATS Provided By: Sharon Lightner
TR * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

COMMUNITY

e

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
March 12 12 PM

e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall




Potluck Dinner

March 16, 2025

12 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

April 7, 2025

Allegheny Chorale

Spring Concert .
H April 27, 2025 B

3 PM
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John 13:34




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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