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Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:          For The Bread Which You Have Broken      arr. Ronald Arnatt         
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling              ELW 631 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 
and love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what 
you command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                     Jeremiah 1:4-10  
  
 A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

4
 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

5
 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I  

consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6
 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 

boy.” 
7
 But the Lord said to me,  “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go 

to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
8
 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” 

9
 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to 

me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
10

 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to 
pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM                                 Psalm 71:1-6  
 

1
 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame. 

 

2
 In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; incline your ear to me 

and save me. 
 

3
 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; you are my crag and my    

stronghold.  
 

4
 Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the clutches of 

the evildoer and the oppressor.   



5
 For you are my hope, O Lord God, my confidence since I was young. 

 

6
 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my   

mother’s womb you have been my strength; my praise shall be      
always of you.   
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading:             1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 
1
 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I 

am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2
 And if I have prophetic powers, 

and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

3
 If I give 

away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
  

4
 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 

5
 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 

6
 it 

does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 
7
 It bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
  

8
 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as 

for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 
9
 For 

we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 
10

 but when the    
complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 

11
 When I was a child, I 

spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I   
became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 

12
 For now we see in a 

mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

13
 And now faith, 

hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



*GOSPEL:                   Luke 4:21-30 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

21
 Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today 

this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
22

 All spoke well of him 
and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They 
said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 

23
 He said to them, “Doubtless you will 

quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do 
here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at   
Capernaum.’ ” 

24
 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in 

the prophet’s hometown. 
25

 But the truth is, there were many widows in 
Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and 
six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 

26
 yet Elijah 

was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.   



27
 There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, 

and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 
28

 When 
they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 

29
 They got up, 

drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which 
their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 

30
 But he 

passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 490 



*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
 

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of eternal wisdom, we pray for your church, which is being transformed by 
your word. Bless the church with your wisdom and guidance. Let us notice and 
take part in the new thing you are doing. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your creation sustains us and all living creatures. Grant us humility to 
acknowledge the ways we bring harm to the earth. Grant us courage to make 
effective change so that all lands and living things prosper. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Embolden leaders of nations, corporations, and all in authority, that they      
lovingly tend those in their charge. Help them to respond to all who cry out in 
need. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Provide for those whose hunger runs deep due to isolation, loneliness, or     
illness (especially). Send your Spirit so that all are filled with your presence 
and experience welcome from their communities. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for the young people in our congregations. May their voices be       
celebrated. Give youth a place of honor and value among us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember those who have gone before us. Let their faithful example    
continue to bear witness to us all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 
promise is revealed among the people. 
Amen. 



We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all          
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and 
in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 
we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 
supper. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after the 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the 
Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:        



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts 
 of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to  
 embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the 
 world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:              In His Temple Now Behold Him       ELW 417 
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*Dismissal          
  
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Recessional:                               Nicea          arr. John B. Dykes          
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich             Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                      

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan 
 
(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  Feb 12 12 PM 
    * Hosted by St James Lutheran 
      Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the  
      St James Social Hall 
Sweets and Treats     Mar 2 10 AM 
 * February Sweets and Treats Cancelled 
Potluck Dinner     Mar 16 12 PM 
Council Meeting     Apr 7 5:30 PM 
Allegheny Chorale Spring Concert Apr 27 3 PM 
 

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday 
School Room from January 5th to March 23rd! 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: March 2, 2025 

 Provided By: Sharon Lightner    

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

REMINDER: 
February Sweets and Treats is  

CANCELED! 

ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH  
  

February 12 12 PM 
 

• Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd      
Wednesday of each month in the                            
St James Social Hall 



Potluck Dinner 
 

March 16, 2025 
 

12 PM 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 
 

 April 7, 2025 
 

5:30 PM 

 

Allegheny Chorale 
Spring Concert 
April 27, 2025 

3 PM 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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