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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
January 26, 2025
3rd Sunday after

Epiphany
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

pit Supply: Mark Hoover

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
Church Or

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pul

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: An Irish Blessing James Mansfield
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed ELW 311
NEXT PAGE



Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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1 Hail 1t  the Lord’s a - noint - ed, great Da - vid’s great-er Son!
2 You come with res - cue speed - y to those who suf -fer wrong,
3 You shall come down like show - ers up - on the fruit-ful earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore you, and gold and in - cense bring;
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, your reign on earth be - gun!
to help the poor and need - y, and bid the weak be strong;
love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, spring in your path to  birth.
all na - tions shall a - dore you, your praise all peo-ple sing.
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You come to break op - pres - sion, to set the cap - tive
to give them songs for  sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to
Be - fore you on the moun - tains shall peace, the her - ald,
To you shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - ly vows as -
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free, to take a - way trans - gres - sion and
light, whose  souls, con - demned and dy - ing, are
£0; and righ - teous - ness in foun - tains from
cend; your king - dom  still in - creas - ing, a
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rule  in eq - ui - ty.
pre - cious in your sight.
hill to val - ley flow.
king - dom with - out end.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Music: FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN, Leonhart Schréter, 1540-1602

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be
written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your
promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal
life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

A reading from Nehemiah.

" All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which
the LORD had given to Israel. “ Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with
understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. °He read from it
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. > And Ezra opened
the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people;
and when he opened it, all the people stood up. ° Then Ezra blessed the LORD,
the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces
to the ground. ® So they read from the book, from the law of God, with
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.

° And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the
LoRD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they
heard the words of the law. '’ Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat
and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of
the LORD is your strength.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 19

'The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker's
handiwork.

“One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge
to another.

* Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not
heard,

“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the
ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun.

° It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a
champion to run its course.

°It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs
about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

"The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony
of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.

° The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.

’The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the
LORD are true and righteous altogether.

'"“More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

""By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is
great reward.

'“Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret
faults.

"“ Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me; then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a
great offense.

'“ Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

'?For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
" For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.

" If the foot would say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. '° And if the ear
would say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. '’ If the whole body were
an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing,
where would the sense of smell be? '*But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. "YIf all were a
single member, where would the body be? *’ As it is, there are many
members, yet one body. °' The eye cannot say to the hand, “| have no
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”
“2On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, “° and those members of the body that we think less
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect; ** whereas our more
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, “° that there may be
no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care
for one another. “° If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

*’Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. °° And
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance,
forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. *° Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? *° Do all possess gifts
of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? *'? But strive for the
greater gifts.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.
*GOSPEL.: Luke 4:14-21

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord



"“Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. > He began
to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

'®When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went
to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, " and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was written:

'®“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,

"“to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

* And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. *' Then he began to
say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.
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We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 654

The Church’s One Foundation

The church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op-pressed,
Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her «char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms..prent a - sund -er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,

she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er- more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,

yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

As your word is opened in our midst, we give thanks for all who share
scripture: for parents, grandparents, and godparents; teachers and mentors;
deacons, pastors, bishops, and scholars. Inspire passion for the stories of
faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As heavens declare your glory and the sky proclaims your work, we lift our
voices in awe of quarks and atoms, vast stars and solar systems. Guide us to
speak on behalf of your handiwork. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As Jesus proclaimed life and freedom in his community, energize communities
and nations to eliminate poverty, engage in prison ministry and transformative
justice, and envision new ways of working together for your promised reign.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As your word and presence revive the soul, accompany all experiencing
depression, anxiety, or eating disorders; be a source of strength for all affected
by memory loss and their caregivers; draw near to all undergoing medical
treatment or surgery (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As we are made one body in baptism, strengthen all who serve. Renew and
inspire all who use their gifts in this congregation, community, and the world
(especially parish nurses, fellowship hosts, worship leaders, council, and
committee members). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

As our faith is strengthened by saints who have gone before us, we remember
leaders of the early church (especially Timothy, Titus, Silas, Lydia, Dorcas,
and Phoebe), and beloved friends and family who have died (especially). God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: O Zion, Haste ELW 668
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional All Creatures of Our God And King Arr. John Innes



O Zion, Haste
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1 O Zi - on, haste, your mis - sion high ful - fill - ing,
2 Pub - lish to ev - 'ry peo - ple, tongue, and na - tion
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to tell to all the world that God is light;
that God, in whom they live and move, is love;
make known to ecv - 'ty hecart  his sav - ing grace;
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that he who made all na - tions is not will - ing
tell  how he stooped to save his lost cre - a - tion
let none whom he has ran - somed fail to greet him,
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834-1923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Welch, 1837-1901




CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt

Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The soul and family of Debbie Thomas The soul and family of Debra Morgan

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)
Those serving in our military.
Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH Feb12 12 PM
* Hosted by St James Lutheran
Held 2nd Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall

Sweets and Treats Mar 2 10 AM

* February Sweets and Treats Cancelled
Potluck Dinner Mar 16 12 PM
Council Meeting Apr 7 5:30 PM

Allegheny Chorale Spring Concert  Apr 27 3 PM

REMINDER: Worship Service will move to the Sunday
School Room from January 5th to March 23rd!




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
—— BE: March 2, 2025
EATS Provided By: Sharon Lightner
TR * We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

REMINDER:

February Sweets and Treats is
CANCELED!

COMMUNITY
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ST LUKES COMMUNITY LUNCH
February 12 12 PM

e Hosted by St James Lutheran Held 2nd
Wednesday of each month in the
St James Social Hall




Potluck Dinner

March 16, 2025

12 PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

April 7, 2025
5:30 PM

Allegheny Chorale
Spring Concert
April 27, 2025

3 PM




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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