
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

December 15, 2024 

3rd Sunday of  Advent 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pulpit Supply:  Jay Buchanan 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:               Veni Emmanuel     arr. Rex Koury                       
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:        On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                  ELW 249 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 
ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may 
bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

* LIGHTING OF 3RD ADVENT CANDLE 
 

*Candle Lighting Hymn  to People, Look East      ELW 248 



We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                                Zephaniah 3:14-20  
 
A reading from Zephaniah. 
 
14

 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 
15

 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away 
your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear    
disaster no more. 
16

 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands grow weak. 
17

 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will    
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over 
you with loud singing 

18
 as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, 

so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
19

 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and 
gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all 
the earth. 
20

 At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I  
restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

PSALM                                               Isaiah 12:2-6  
 

 
2
 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord 

     God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
 

 
3
 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

 

 
4
 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; 

   make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this  
     name is exalted. 
 

 
5
 Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known 

     in all the earth. 
 

 
6
 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy 

     One of Israel.   



Second Reading:                          Philippians 4:4-7  
 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 

4
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

5
 Let your           

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 
6
 Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 

7
 And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                                                       Luke 3:7-18 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

7
 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8
 Bear fruits 

worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have      
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 

9
 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 



  
10

 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 
11

 In reply he 
said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 
none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 

12
 Even tax collectors 

came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 
13

 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 
14

 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, 
and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  

15
 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 
16

 John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

17
 His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  

18
 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to 

the people. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 510 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and   
places that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

God who reforms, fill your church with courage to do your will. Empower your 
people in taking risks that bear fruit. Raise up leaders who will proclaim the 
good news. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God who creates, you hold in balance diverse ecosystems. Encourage efforts 
to protect wild lands from devastation. Care for animals and people in the path 
of destructive fires, storms, and other disasters (especially). Lord, in your   
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God who leads, this world cries out for true justice. Guide legislatures, judges, 
and lawyers in actions steeped in love and restoration. Increase the desire to 
advocate for all who are confronted with discrimination and oppression based 
on race, gender, sexuality, class, or age. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God who embraces, help us notice the places where your people are hurting 
or sick. (We pray especially for . . .) Show your compassion and remember 
your people in love. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God who abides, you dwell among the people of this congregation. Deepen 
our relationships with one another, and make us aware of the diverse talents 
and gifts present here (specific ministries may be named). Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God who consoles, we thank you for the time we have had with loved ones 
who have died. Comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our 
hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 
 

*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:            Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                    ELW 244 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional            We Greet Thee, Heavenly Dove   arr. Marilyn Rinehart  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman      The soul and family of Jean Bickel 

The soul and family of Earl Walters  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE          DEC 24 7:30PM 
UN-DECORATE CHURCH AFTER CHRISTMAS JAN 4 10 AM 
   *Pizza served afterwards 
SWEETS AND TREATS           JAN 5 10 AM 
ST JAMES WELCA SERVICE PROJECT ENDS JAN 14 



ST JAMES WELCA INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE! 
 

WHEN: December 7, 2024 –January 14, 2025 
WHAT: Dog and cat food, treats, pet toys and           
small blankets. 
WHO: Our congregation! 
WHERE: Please bring your donations to the church and 
place them under the ST JAMES WELCA Tree 

 

Did you know our Humane Society is a "NO KILL NETWORK!" 

"LOVE IS A  

FOUR LEGGED            WORD"  

ST JAMES 

WELCA 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: January, 2025 

    Provided By:  

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the Allegheny Chorale for the beautiful    
Christmas Concert “Christmas is Coming”. The music was 
amazing and everyone enjoyed the cookies during the          
reception after the concert. 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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