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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
November 10, 2024
25th Sunday after

Pentecost
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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Welcome
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pulpit Supply: Rev. Scott Custead

Guest Organist: Cathy Tompkins

Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Ein'feste Burg (A Mighty Fortress)  Arr. Friedrich Wilhelm Marburg
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: As Saints of Old ELW 695
NEXT PAGE



As Saints of Old

As saints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
A  world in need now sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
In grat-i-tude and hum-ble trust we bring our best to - day
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to God, the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and share your love with all a - long life’s way.
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SO we to - day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
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The church of Christis call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O God, who gave your - self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work is done.
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Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



KYRIE

I 1}
| I I I I
| | Il
o
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we

0 u . .
)" A X7 T — _ym——] | ——— I |
2 R | I I 1 | | | y (7] A Py I d > (7] I
R e e s ——
) I ~— — L J I 1

wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out
to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust
in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that
come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: 1 Kings 17:8-16

A reading from 1 Kings.

® The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, * “Go now to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have commanded a widow there to feed
you.” "’ So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the
town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me
a little water in a vessel, so that | may drink.” ' As she was going to bring it, he
called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” '* But she
said, “As the LORD your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a handful of meal
in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that |
may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and
die.” " Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first
make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something
for yourself and your son. '* For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar
of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the
LORD sends rain on the earth.” '° She went and did as Elijah said, so that she
as well as he and her household ate for many days. '° The jar of meal was not
emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he
spoke by Elijah.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 146

"Hallelujah! Praise the LorD, O my soul!

“1 will praise the LORD as long as | live; | will sing praises to my God
while | have my being.

* Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.

“When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day
their thoughts perish.

°Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is
in the LORD their God;

®who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who
keeps promises forever;

"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.

®The LoRD opens the eyes of the blind; the LoRrb lifts up those who
are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.

’The LoRD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and
widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.

"“The LoRb shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Hebrews 9:24-28

A reading from Hebrews.

“ Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of
the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf. *° Nor was it to offer himself again and
again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood
that is not his own; “° for then he would have had to suffer again and
again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared
once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.
*" And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the
judgment, ““so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,
will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Tu - ia.
*GOSPEL: Mark 12:38-44
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
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Glo - ry to you, O  Lord

* As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk
around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,
“*?and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at
banquets! *° They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance
say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

“"He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. ** A poor
widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny.
“*Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly | tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.
““For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

The Gospel of the Lord
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Praise to  you, 0 Christ.

Sermon




We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: ELW 685
Take My Life, That I May Be
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1 Take my life, that 1 may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move  at the im-pulse of thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau -ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: PATMOS, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

—

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the
church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of
the gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops,
deacons, pastors, and lay leaders (local church leaders may be named).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in
them. Kindle in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and
strengthen us in our pursuit of climate justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen
wounds of war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide
leaders of the world to end conflicts (current places of war and conflict may be
named) and pursue peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are
vulnerable or ill (especially). Accompany persons who are unemployed or
underemployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live alone.
Watch over and uphold them. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness
in our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack
sufficient resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful
ones who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for
you, inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for
all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional Marche Triomphe (Now Thank We All Our God) Sigfrid Karg-Elert



Praise and Thanksgiving

liv - ing, you have made good:
neigh-bor we may be fed.

guid - ing teach us to  share
fess - ing your gra-cious hand.

Sow -ing or till
one with an - oth

har - vest of sown fields,

0 | |

s I |

66— = —

\ \av, o * >

’ F— ’ Ny s
1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev - 'ry peo ple, free -ly con-
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fruits of  the

- ing, we would work
- er, so that, re -
no one will

Where you are reign - ing,
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- chard hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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Text: Albert E. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman  The soul and family of Jean Bickel
The soul and family of Earl Walters

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

CONGREGATION MEETING TODAY NOV 10 12 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS DEC 110 AM

DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS DEC 7 10 AM
*Pizza provided

ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT DEC 8 3 PM
*Refreshments afterwards
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE DEC 24 7:30 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL

BE: December 3, 2024
Provided By: Diane Shultz
* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




The Annual Congregational meeting
will be held:

NOVEMBER 10, 2024

after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.




Sunday, December 8, 2024 at 3pm
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church, Altoona

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 7pm
First Presbyterian Church, Tyrone

Deborah Estright, Director

Free to the public

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social

after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.







St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’'s work. Our hands.
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