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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
October 13, 2024
20th Sunday after

Pentecost
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
anist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

pit Supply: Mark Hoover

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
Church Or

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Pul

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Prelude Pastoral Leon Boellmann
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705
NEXT PAGE



God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - TYy;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo -rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age

free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,

be our glo-ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac - ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you Wﬁgm we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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0 | .
2 I T T n i)
|@t b 1 1 I n il
1 I 1]
1 =I .I 1 1}
- E N <
Lord, have mer - cy.
0 |
| -4 174

N !7  — T N T |
| ﬁi | 1 I 1 T ] 1l
Latl 1 1 1l
)
let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may
follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of
everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
A reading from Amos.

°Seek the LoRD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like

fire, and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.

’Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground!

'“They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who

speaks the truth.

""Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of

grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you

have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine.

"“For | know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in the
ate.

%Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time.

“Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts,

will be with you, just as you have said.

"Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the

LoRD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 90:12-17

'“So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
"*Return, O LorDp; how long will you tarry? Be gracious to your servants.

"“Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; so shall we rejoice and be
glad all our days.



“Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us and as many years
as we suffered adversity.

'®Show your servants your works, and your splendor to their children.

17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; prosper the
work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16

A reading from Hebrews.

12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it
is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. '’And before him
no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the
one to whom we must render an account.

"“Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. "“For
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as
we are, yet without sin. '°Let us therefore approach the throne of grace
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

*GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
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Glo - ry to Vyou, O Lord.

""As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before
him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?”
'®Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. "”You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall
not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness;
You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.”” “"He said to him,
“Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” “1Jesus, looking at him,
loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.” ““When he heard this, he was shocked and went away
grieving, for he had many possessions.

“*Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” ““And the
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again,
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! “|t is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.” “°They were greatly astounded and said to one
another, “Then who can be saved?” “’Jesus looked at them and said, “For
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

“’Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed
you.” ““Jesus said, “Truly | tell you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and
for the sake of the good news, “who will not receive a hundredfold now in
this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields,
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 'But many who
are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

The Gospel of the Lord
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 810

O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak -ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas -ter and my friend.
1 see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be  too.

G ) i 9 s 4 4 s 7

I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehirtes Gesangbuchi, Meiningen, 1693



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and
the whole creation.

A brief silence.

Compassionate God, embolden the church to seek all who are lost, clothe
those who are naked, and mend what is broken. May we be generous bearers
of your eternal love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field
workers, and those who process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental
threats to the nourishing food that feeds the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively
to end global poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek
justice and equity, that all may live in peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving,
oppressed, and lonely (especially). Deliver the strength of your love and
compassion to all who need it today. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited
this land (local Indigenous tribes or settlements may be named). We lament
the harm done by colonization. Call us to deeper appreciation and care for the
languages, rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus'
death and resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, first
and last, who still inspire us to faithful living. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the
saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional March In C William Stickles



The Church of Christ, in Every Age
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her - 1 - tage and keep on ris - ing from the dead.
bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - 1 - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - 1 - ty.
share our bread and feed the starv - ing mul - t - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp,

1698-1768

Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman  The soul and family of Jean Bickel
The soul and family of Earl Walters

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

POT LUCK DINNER

POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE

SWEETS AND TREATS

CONGREGATION MEETING

DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS
*Pizza provided

ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT
*Refreshments afterwards

OCT 27 12 PM
OCT 27 12 PM
NOV 310 AM
NOV 10 12 PM
DEC 710 AM

DEC 8 3 PM




SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
> BE: TODAY November 3, 2024
:A’TS"; Provided By: Mark Hoover

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

The Allegheny Chorale presents their 40th Season

Christmas Concert
hriéﬁtrbn
goncer y
NS

Midtinas St. James Lutheran Church
oncert.4
NFd December 8, 2024
3PM
We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social
after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

The next Potluck Dinner is
October 27, 2024
12:30 PM




The Annual Congregational meeting
will be held:

NOVEMBER 10, 2024

after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.




LUTHERAN WOMEN’'S RETREAT
REGISTRATION FORM

*Please complete this form and email it to luthwomen@yahoo.com. You may also register online
at httpsJ/fwww_jotform._com/form/242746603684 160

RETREAT INFORMATION
Date: Saturday, October 19, 2024

Time: 9am to 1pm

Location: Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church,

1200 Fourth Ave., Duncansville, PA

Cost: $10 per person; includes breakfast and lunch

You may pay at the door the day of the event or mail your check, payable
to Allegheny Synod, to Pastor MJ Irvin-Stellabotte, Newry Lutheran
Church, 1030 Shamrock Ln., PO Box 397, Newry, PA 16665

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name:

Address:

City: State: ZIP Code:

Phone Number:

Email:

Congregation:

Please indicate any dietary needs:

__Vegetarian __Vegan __ Dairy-free __ Gluten-free  Other

RETREAT DETAILS

8:30-9:00am: Arrival and Registration

9:00-10:00am: Continental Breakfast and Fellowship Time

10:00am-11:30am: Time for Self-Care! Includes chair yoga, paint and pour, and holiday craft time
11:30-11:45am: Break

Noon-1pm: Light lunch and greetings from a Synod Seminary Student

We hope you will join with other women from throughout our synod for this time of relaxation and
fellowship! If you have any questions, please email Juthwomen@vahoo com.

In Christ's Love,
The Retreat Planning Committee



Christmas Poinsettias
Bless our Sanctuary and your home this Christmas with a
beautiful red poinsettial For each $10.25 you contribute to the
St. James Flower Fund, a flower will be placed in the Sanctuary
on Christmas Eve and will be available for you to take with you
following our Christmas Eve Service. If you would rather donate
the flower for a shut-or or friend of St. James, you may indicate
that choice on this order form.

Please complete the form and return it to the church. The
deadline for poinsettia orders and payments is Sunday,
October 27, 2024. Thank you for your generosity in this
endeavor!

Your Name
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This donation is made:

In Honor of:
Or
In Memory of:

Amount of Contribution:

Number of Christmas Poinsettias:

Envelope Number:

Please check one:
Yes, | do want to take the poinsettia (s) home with me.

No. | don’t want to take the poinsettia (s). | would like
them to be given to a shut in or friend of St. James
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