
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

September 29, 2024 

19th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Peggy Thatcher 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                  Air in D Minor           G.F. Handel             
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:         When Morning Gilds the Skies                     ELW 853 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace 
with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to 
bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 
First Reading:              Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29   
 

A reading from Numbers. 
 

4
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept 

again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 
5
We remember the fish we used to 

eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and 
the garlic; 

6
but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this 

manna to look at.” 
 

10
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the        

entrances of their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was 
displeased. 

11
So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant 

so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of 
all this people on me? 

12
Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, 

that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a 
sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 
13

Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to 
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 

14
I am not able to carry all this people alone, 

for they are too heavy for me. 
15

If this is the way you are going to treat me, put 
me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see 
my misery.” 
 

16
So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, 

whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring 
them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 
 

24
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he  

gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 
25

Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of 
the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit 
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
  



26
Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other 

named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those  
registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied 
in the camp. 

27
And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad 

are prophesying in the camp.” 
28

And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of 
Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 

29
But 

Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on 
them!” 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSALM                                    Psalm 19:7-14   
 
 
 
7
The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of 

the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 

8
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the         

commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 

9
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the 

Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 

10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 

11
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is 

great reward. 
 

12
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret 

faults. 
 

13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 

dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a 
great offense. 
 

14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be      

acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.   
 
 



*GOSPEL:                                                     Mark 9:38-50 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Second Reading:                                     James 5:13-20  
 
 

A reading from James. 
 

13
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? 

They should sing songs of praise. 
14

Are any among you sick? They 
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 

15
The prayer of faith will 

save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has   
committed sins will be forgiven. 

16
Therefore confess your sins to one    

another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer 
of the righteous is powerful and effective. 

17
Elijah was a human being like 

us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and 
six months it did not rain on the earth. 

18
Then he prayed again, and the 

heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
 

19
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 

and is brought back by another, 
20

you should know that whoever brings 
back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and 
will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



38
John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in 

your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 
39

But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power 
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 

40
Whoever is 

not against us is for us. 
41

For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose 
the reward. 
 

42
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 

believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung 
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 

43
If your hand causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to 
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 

45
And if your 

foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 

47
And if your eye causes 

you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 

48
where 

their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
 

49
“For everyone will be salted with fire. 

50
Salt is good; but if salt has lost 

its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace with one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 769 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the 
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the people of God in all places. Shape our witness to the good 
news of Jesus that we joyfully share your transforming love with all whom we 
encounter. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for the healing of the earth. Renew oceans and seas, marshes and 
estuaries. Uphold the work of conservationists, oceanographers, and all who 
care for fragile ecosystems and habitats. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for peace and cooperation among local and global communities. 
Bless the efforts of community organizers, international aid workers, and all 
those who work for justice and peace around the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for all who are in any need. To all who grieve, bring consolation; to all 
who are weary or lonely, bring solace. By your grace, make your presence 
known among all who call to you for healing (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for caregivers: doctors and nurses, home health aides and          
counselors, and those who care for loved ones (other caregivers or individuals 
may be named). Sustain them in their work and help us to build a health care 
system that supports all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the saints who now rest in your eternal presence. In 
thanksgiving for their lives of faithful service and witness, we commend them 
to your loving care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your   
beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:        Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing           ELW 545 
NEXT PAGE                      
 
 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional                          Contemplation              Carl Simone 





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman      The soul and family of Jean Bickel 

The soul and family of Earl Walters  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
OCTOBERFEST TODAY      SEP 29 12 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS       OCT 6 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING       OCT 8 5:30 PM 
     *Pizza provided 
POT LUCK DINNER       OCT 27 12 PM 
POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE     OCT 27 12 PM 
CONGREGATION MEETING      NOV 10 12 PM 
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS   DEC 7 10 AM 
     *Pizza provided 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT    DEC 8 3 PM 
     *Refreshments afterwards 



TODAY  September 29, 2024 
 
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service. 
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles 
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato 
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks. 
 
We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert. 
 
Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler 



 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING 

 

 Tuesday October 8, 2024 
 

5:30 PM       
 

*Pizza Provided 
  

*NOTE: Day and Time Change 

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: October 6, 2024 

    Provided By: Shirley Manbeck 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

October 27, 2024 
 

12:30 PM 



NOVEMBER 10, 2024 



The Allegheny Chorale presents their 40th Season 
Christmas Concert 

St. James Lutheran Church 

December 8, 2024 

3PM 

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social 
after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. 









St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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