4

=
=

it

we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
September 29, 2024
19th Sunday after
Pentecost
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome

you please sign our guest book.
y Thatcher

anistlgﬂoir Director: Patricia McConnell

g
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

Pulpit Supply: Pe

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Or

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Air in D Minor G.F. Handel
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, and Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: When Morning Gilds the Skies ELW 853
NEXT PAGE



When Moming Gilds the Skies
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1 When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak -ing  cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this 1s my song of songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praiscd! God’s ho - ly housc of  prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee -ter - nal Word
may Jc - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the carth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion O’er,
/x
- o T »
: | R e
m— — = '—#—H—’E—.
| | ' ' |
~L
Q | | | | | | T I | | il |
6 L . * . P g | I
| P g | | i
o 7 I .
this rings my cur - few  call: may Jc - sus  Christ be praiscd!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
the c-ter - nal psalm is hcard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praiscd!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be praised!
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Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMTINI, Joseph Barnhy, 1838—1896

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
0 | )
| A ] | 1 | 3 T 1}
o o Fo—Q0—F— T i
Lt | | | I 1]
] et O
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace
with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to
bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

A reading from Numbers.

“The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept
again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! "We remember the fish we used to
eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and
the garlic; “but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at.”

""Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the
entrances of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was
displeased. ''So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant
so badly? Why have | not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of
all this people on me? "“Did | conceive all this people? Did | give birth to them,
that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a
sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’?
"“Where am | to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ ‘| am not able to carry all this people alone,
for they are too heavy for me. "If this is the way you are going to treat me, put
me to death at once—if | have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see
m¥6misery.”

So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel,
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring
them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.”

**So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he
9athered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent.

"Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of
the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.



“Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other
named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those
reglstered but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied
in the camp. “’And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad
are prophesying in the camp.” “And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of
Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” “’But
Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the
LORD’s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on
them!”

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 19:7-14

"The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of
the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.

*The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the
commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.

“The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the
LORD are true and righteous altogether.

""More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

"By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is
great reward.

"“Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret
faults.

"“Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get
dominion over me; then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a
great offense.

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.



Second Reading: James 5:13-20

A reading from James.

"“Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful?
They should sing songs of praise. '“Are any among you sick? They
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. '“The prayer of faith will
save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has
committed sins will be forgiven. '“Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer
of the righteous is powerful and effective. '"Elijah was a human being like
us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. '“Then he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

"My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth
and is brought back by another, “’you should know that whoever brings
back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and
will cover a multitude of sins.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

*GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, 0O Lord.

“*John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”
“But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. ““Whoever is
not against us is for us. *'For truly | tell you, whoever gives you a cup of
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose
the reward.

“?“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. “’If your hand causes
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. “°’And if your
foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. “’And if your eye causes
you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, ““where
their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

“““For everyone will be salted with fire. *’Salt is good; but if salt has lost
its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord
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Praise to  you, O  Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

ELW 769

If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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1 If you but trust in  God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep - ing, in help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv - ing, of - fer your
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hand through all your ways, you’ll find that God is  there be -
an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - ness con - tent. We rest in God’s good will un -
ser - vice faith - ful - ly. Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
o | -
kg | e e —
a— | ] —]
[ |
D"/ J— ; T T T PR— — N
N T S =
1 :g: b 3:#1 1 ; T
side you when cross -es come, in try - ing days. Trust then in
keep - 1ng, in sor-row will he love you less? For Christ who
fold - ing, what wis-dom from on high has sent God, who has
serv -ing, you’ll find God’s prom - ise true to  be. This is  our
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God’s un-chang -ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a  cross will bring you safe through ev - 'ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi - dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.
-
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Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the people of God in all places. Shape our witness to the good
news of Jesus that we joyfully share your transforming love with all whom we
encounter. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of the earth. Renew oceans and seas, marshes and
estuaries. Uphold the work of conservationists, oceanographers, and all who
care for fragile ecosystems and habitats. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for peace and cooperation among local and global communities.
Bless the efforts of community organizers, international aid workers, and all
those who work for justice and peace around the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for all who are in any need. To all who grieve, bring consolation; to all
who are weary or lonely, bring solace. By your grace, make your presence
known among all who call to you for healing (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for caregivers: doctors and nurses, home health aides and
counselors, and those who care for loved ones (other caregivers or individuals
may be named). Sustain them in their work and help us to build a health care
system that supports all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the saints who now rest in your eternal presence. In
thanksgiving for their lives of faithful service and witness, we commend them
to your loving care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your
beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing ELW 545
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
Recessional Contemplation Carl Simone



Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us
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with your bless-ing, fill
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our hearts with joy and peace;

2 Thankswe give and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let wus each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our heartsand lives a - bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-'ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.
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Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess
Work: 814-943-3972

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Donna Wilt

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman  The soul and family of Jean Bickel
The soul and family of Earl Walters

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

OCTOBERFEST TODAY
SWEETS AND TREATS
COUNCIL MEETING
*Pizza provided
POT LUCK DINNER
POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE
CONGREGATION MEETING
DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS
*Pizza provided
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT
*Refreshments afterwards

SEP 29 12 PM
OCT 610 AM
OCT 8 5:30 PM

OCT 27 12 PM
OCT 27 12 PM
NOV 10 12 PM
DEC 7 10 AM

DEC 8 3 PM




TODAY September 29, 2024

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler




NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

Tuesday October 8, 2024
5:30 PM

*Pizza Provided

*NOTE: Day and Time Change

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
BE: October 6, 2024
Provided By: Shirley Manbeck
* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor

Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
October 27, 2024
12:30 PM




The Annual Congregational meeting
will be held:

NOVEMBER 10, 2024

after the service. There will be nominations for council
members and then the election for council. The budget
will be discussed and then anything else that the
congregation may bring to our attention.




The Allegheny Chorale presents their 40th Season
Christmas Concert

Midtinas St. James Lutheran Church hrlstm%s
S December 8, 2024 gt
3PM

We ask the congregation to please contribute cookies for the social
after the concert. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

’ : :
(Have a (Blessed Sund’ay

M




Farewell for
Bishop Paula

Sunday, October 6

Drop in between 3:00 and 5:00 pm
Evangelical Lutheran, Duncansville

Light refreshments will be served




YOU'RE INVITED TO A

LUTHSRAN
WOMSEN'S RETRSAT

SATURDAY
October 19, 2024
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Watch for further details and registration
information COMING SOON!




Christmas Poinsettias
Bless our Sanctuary and your home this Christmas with a
beautiful red poinsettial For each $10.25 you contribute to the
St. James Flower Fund, a flower will be placed in the Sanctuary
on Christmas Eve and will be available for you to take with you
following our Christmas Eve Service. If you would rather donate
the flower for a shut-or or friend of St. James, you may indicate
that choice on this order form.

Please complete the form and return it to the church. The
deadline for poinsettia orders and payments is Sunday,
October 27, 2024. Thank you for your generosity in this
endeavor!

Your Name
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This donation is made:

In Honor of:
Or
In Memory of:

Amount of Contribution:

Number of Christmas Poinsettias:

Envelope Number:

Please check one:
Yes, | do want to take the poinsettia (s) home with me.

No. | don’t want to take the poinsettia (s). | would like
them to be given to a shut in or friend of St. James



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Chuich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’'s work. Our hands.
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