
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

September 1, 2024 

15th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 
 

Communion 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Pastor Scott Custead 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                                Son Of The Highest                     Winston Cassler               
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:          Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun                       ELW 557 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        





 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          
 





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward        
creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, 
and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we 
may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:               Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9  
 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 

    1
So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching 

you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the 
Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 

2
You must neither add anything 

to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the            
commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you. 
 

6
You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and        

discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 

7
For what other great 

nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 
8
And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire 

law that I am setting before you today? 
 

9
But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things 

that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of 
your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

PSALM                                                     Psalm 15   
 
1
Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

  

2
Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the 

truth from their heart;  
 

3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not 

cast discredit upon a neighbor.  



4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear 

the Lord. They have sworn upon their health and do not take back 
their word. 
 

5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes      

against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be          
overthrown.  
 

Second Reading:                   James 1:17-27  
 
 

A reading from James. 
 
 

17
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,   

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. 

18
In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 

by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. 
 

19
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 

slow to speak, slow to anger; 
20

for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 

21
Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 

growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word 
that has the power to save your souls. 
 

22
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive     

themselves. 
23

For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are 
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 

24
for they look at          

themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 
25

But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and            
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be 
blessed in their doing. 
 

26
If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but     

deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 
27

Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows 
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

*GOSPEL:                                   Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 



[
1
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 
2
they noticed that some of his        

disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 
3

(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 

4
and they do 

not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also 
many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and 
bronze kettles.) 

5
So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 

your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 
defiled hands?” 

6
He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 

hypocrites, as it is written,  
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 

7
in vain do they worship me, 

  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

 
14

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 
you, and understand: 

15
there is nothing outside a person that by going in 

can defile, but the things that come out are what defile. 
 

21
“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 

fornication, theft, murder, 
22

adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,          
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 

23
All these evil things come from 

within, and they defile a person.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 772 



*Creed             
  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the 
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging. 
Sustain and build up leaders and lay people as we accompany one another in 
our life with Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where the earth 
cries out in pain, bring wholeness. Guide governments and industry, that      
environmental laws and practices seek to heal and not harm. Bring relief and 
justice to people and places suffering from climate catastrophe (especially). 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and urban; 
established and new. Lead those in authority to seek the good of all through 
their words and actions and to mentor others in honest and generous ways. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who desire relief 
from chronic and acute illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder. 
Strengthen health care workers, therapists, and caregivers. Tend to those who 
are close to our hearts (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have 
fought for workers’ rights around the world. Continue to improve working    
conditions and establish fair wages so that all people may thrive. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed (especially). We hold 
fast to the promise that death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your   
beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our 
 time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, you 
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us 
in his holy supper. 
 
For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
Again, after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the 
Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  
C: Amen 

*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you 
once revealed yourself to your disciples.  



*Song after Communion:        



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
 Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with    
 dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at 
 peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
C: Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:       Savior, Again to Your Dear Name      ELW 534 
NEXT PAGE 
 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God!  
 
Recessional:           Variations On "Old One Hundred"    Arr. John Zundle  
 
  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Eli Hess 

Work:  814-943-3972 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman      The soul and family of Jean Bickel 

The soul and family of Earl Walters  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
COUNCIL MEETING         SEP 15 12 PM 
OCTOBERFEST          SEP 29 12 PM 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

 September 15, 2024 
 

12 PM         

The St. James Family is 
saddened by the passing 
of our longtime Sexton  

Earl Walters. 
 

A Celebration of Life, 
Memorial Service will 

be held at: 
 

St. James Lutheran 
Church 

Saturday Sep 7, 2024 
10 AM 



September 29, 2024 
 
Dinner will be served following the Worship Service. 
Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles 
(German Bread Dumplings) with Gravy, Hot German Potato 
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks. 
 
We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert. 
 
Hosted By: Robin and John Kessler 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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