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Lutheran Church 

July 14, 2024 

8th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Mike Savino 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                            Grosser Gott           Barbara Harbach  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 
 
 
 
 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
The Spirit is coming to bless us all with a new song:  
 
Let our joy be complete!  
 
Gifts for the good of all, poured out on all to teach us a new song:  
 
Love one another!  
 
Strangers and neighbors, foreigners and family will join in the new song:  
 
No longer servants but friends!  
 
Come, let our worship make a joyful noise,  
 
Rejoicing in the friendship of God.  

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:          The Church of Christ, in Every Age                     ELW 729 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also 
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                 Amos 7:7-15  
 
A reading from Amos. 
 

7
This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 

built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 
8
And the Lord said to me, 

“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,  
 “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never  
     again pass them by; 
 

9
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of  

      Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with 
      the sword.” 
 

10
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 

“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the 
land is not able to bear all his words. 

11
For thus Amos has said,  

 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his 
    land.’ ” 
12

And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn 
your bread there, and prophesy there; 

13
but never again prophesy at Bethel, for 

it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
 

14
Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I 

am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 
15

and the Lord took me 
from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 
Israel.’ ” 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



PSALM                                    Psalm 85:8-13    
 
8
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; for you speak peace to your 

faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
 

9
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your 

glory may dwell in our land. 
 

10
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and 

peace have kissed each other. 
 

11
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness 

shall look down from heaven. 
 

12
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its          

increase. 
 

13
Righteousness shall go before the Lord and shall prepare for God 

a pathway.  
 

 
Second Reading:              Ephesians 1:3-14  
 
 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 
 

3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4
just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy 

and blameless before him in love. 
5
He destined us for adoption as his  

children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
6
to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 

Beloved. 
7
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 

of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 
8
that he lavished on 

us. With all wisdom and insight 
9
he has made known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 
10

as a 
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in    
heaven and things on earth. 

11
In Christ we have also obtained an          

inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 

12
so that we, 

who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory.  



*GOSPEL:                                                    Mark 6:14-29 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

13
In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit; 

14
this is the pledge of our inheritance toward       

redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

14
King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had     

become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised 
from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 

15
But 

others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of old.” 

16
But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I    

beheaded, has been raised.” 
 

17
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and 

put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because 
Herod had married her. 

18
For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful 

for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
19

And Herodias had a grudge against 
him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 

20
for Herod feared John, 

knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. 
When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to 
him. 

21
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a      

banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 
22

When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod 
and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it.” 

23
And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask 

me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 
24

She went out and said to 
her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the 
baptizer.” 

25
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I 

want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 
26

The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 
guests, he did not want to refuse her. 

27
Immediately the king sent a soldier 

of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him 
in the prison, 

28
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then 

the girl gave it to her mother. 
29

When his disciples heard about it, they 
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 754 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our 
voices in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

You gather your people into the body of Christ. Where your church is     
wounded, heal it. Where it is right, strengthen it. Where it is divided, reunite it. 
In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
From before the foundation of the world, you are God. Revive ecosystems   
destroyed by human greed. Curb our desire to put wealth ahead of the health 
of all who call this planet home. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You establish equity and make justice. Within every nation, tribe, and land, 
cause laws to be written and customs to be observed that protect the most  
vulnerable. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
On the cross your beloved Son endured pain and death. Bring healing to those 
in need, hope to any in despair, and comfort to the dying. (We pray especially 
for . . . .) In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You send your Spirit into this community of faith. Empower our ministries that 
serve and build up local communities (ministries may be named). Nurture our 
partnerships with other community organizations (organizations may be 
named). In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

All peoples praise you, O God. We give you thanks and praise for the lives of 
our loved ones who now rest in you (especially). In the fullness of time gather 
us with all your saints in light. In your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend        
ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the 
truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:               Lead On, O King Eternal!                      ELW 805 
NEXT PAGE 
 
 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional               O Jesus, Joy O Loving Hearts         Arr. Flor Peters 
                     





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact  

Work:  Cell:  
Email:  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman      The soul and family of Jean Bickel  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
SPECIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING      
  TODAY          JUL 14 12 PM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        JUL 28 10 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        AUG 25 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING         SEP 15 12 PM 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

 September 15, 2024 
 

12 PM         

Summer Picnic Worship! 
 

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and outdoors as 
part of worship. We held these picnic worships together, last summer, with our 
friends from Bethany and will be doing it again, this summer.  We will be  
gathering at Highland Park for these Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month 
during the summer at 10am as a combined service between Bethany & St. 
James.  Those dates are June 23rd, July 28th, and August 25th. We will have an 
abridged communion worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. 
The main dish will be provided for these picnics. We are asking for individuals 
to bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in attendance. We also 
ask for you to provide your own appropriate beverage.  We are also planning to 
have some form of entertainment once our worship If something changes with 
these picnics, we will keep you in the loop. See you on July 28th at 10:00am at 
Highland Park! 


