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Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Mike Savino 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                              One Bread, One Body        Foley/Childs  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
The Spirit is coming to bless us all with a new song:  
 
Let our joy be complete!  
 
Gifts for the good of all, poured out on all to teach us a new song:  
 
Love one another!  
 
Strangers and neighbors, foreigners and family will join in the new song:  
 
No longer servants but friends!  
 
Come, let our worship make a joyful noise,  
 
Rejoicing in the friendship of God.  

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:      All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!                   ELW 634 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the 
coming of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that 
we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of 
life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                 Ezekiel 2:1-5  
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

1
[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with 

you.
2
And when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; 

and I heard him speaking to me. 
3
He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to 

the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they 
and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 

4
The       

descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you 
shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” 

5
Whether they hear or refuse to 

hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a 
prophet among them. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM                                                   Psalm 123   
 
1
To you I lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens. 

 

2
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of 

a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to you, O Lord our 
God, until you show us your mercy.   
 

3
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, for we have had more than 

enough of contempt, 
 

4
too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, and of the derision of the 

proud.   
 
SOLO:          Let There Be Peace On Earth         Bob Hench 



Second Reading:       2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
 
 
 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 
 

2
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 

third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God 
knows. 

3
And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the 

body I do not know; God knows—
4
was caught up into Paradise and heard 

things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 
5
On  

behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast,  
except of my weaknesses. 

6
But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I 

will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think 
better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 

7
even considering 

the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from 
being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 
to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 

8
Three times I appealed 

to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 
9
but he said to me, “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I 
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me. 

10
Therefore I am content with weaknesses,       

insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for 
whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   



*GOSPEL:                                                       Mark 6:1-13 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

1
[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.

2
On the 

sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him 
were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this 
wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done 
by his hands! 

3
Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of 

James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with 
us?” And they took offense at him. 

4
Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets 

are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, 
and in their own house.” 

5
And he could do no deed of power there, except 

that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 
6
And he was 

amazed at their unbelief.  
  Then he went about among the villages teaching. 

7
He called the twelve 

and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the 
unclean spirits. 

8
He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a 

staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 
9
but to wear sandals and 

not to put on two tunics. 
10

He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave the place. 

11
If any place will not welcome you 

and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on 
your feet as a testimony against them.” 

12
So they went out and proclaimed 

that all should repent. 
13

They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil 
many who were sick and cured them. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 





We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 742 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



*RESPONSIVE PRAYER  
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
 
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
 
Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and  
justice.  
 
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.  
 
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.  
 
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.  
 
Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made 
flesh.  
 
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear 
your light to all the world. Amen.  



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:                   Jesus, Still Lead On                         ELW 624 
NEXT PAGE 
 
 

*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional                       O Wondrous Day   James/Mansfield      





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact  

Work:  Cell:  
Email:  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman      The soul and family of Jean Bickel  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING       JUL 14 12 PM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        JUL 28 10 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        AUG 25 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING         SEP 15 12 PM 

 

SPECIAL CHURCH  
COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

 July 14, 2024 
 

12 PM         
 



Feeding Partnership with St Luke’s Episcopal  

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process with the 
sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able to continue to  
worship in their space as part of this sale but some of their other ministries are 
having to make some changes. In conversation between St James’ council and 
representatives from St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding 
Ministry would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we            
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will be hosting a 
free community luncheon. If you are interested in helping, please let Pastor 
Drew know and he will get you in touch with St Luke’s point person. Held the 
2nd Wednesday of the month.  Next feeding is July 10. 

Bible Study Update 

 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies:  Wednesday Bible Study group         
returned early April at 1pm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, as we have       
continued our series on Revelation. Some dates we will not be meeting during 
the summer because Pastor Drew will be gone for various points due to other 
commitments but this will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!   
 

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month as 
we will continue our series on Broken Signpost. Hope to see you there!  

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

 September 15, 2024 
 

12 PM         



Summer Picnic Worship! 
 

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and 
outdoors as part of worship. We held these picnic worships together, 
last summer, with our friends from Bethany and will be doing it 
again, this summer.  We will be gathering at Highland Park for these 
Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am as 
a combined service between Bethany & St. James.  Those dates are 
June 23rd, July 28th, and   August 25th. We will have an abridged 
communion worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. 
The main dish will be    provided for these picnics. We are asking for 
individuals to bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in 
attendance. We also ask for you to provide your own appropriate 
beverage.  We are also planning to have some form of entertainment 
once our worship If something changes with these picnics, we will 
keep you in the loop. See you on June 23rd at 11:00am at Highland 
Park! 





St. James Evangelical  
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