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June 23, 2024 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Church Picnic 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with 
us today.  We are delighted that you have come to 
share in the prayer and praise of our Lord and   
invite you to return and add your voice to ours in 
holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer, please share them with the worship leader 
or voice them during the intercessional prayers. 
Before you leave us today, we ask that you please 
introduce yourself to the worship leader.  

Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies        
License #31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



 

 

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus 

Christ through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

Church Picnic 2024 

Welcome and Announcements: 
 
Today we rejoice and give thanks for the arrival of summer.  We celebrate 
God’s glorious creation, we express gratitude for a season of                
accomplishments in school, work and home. We offer thanks to God for 
his gift of summer time so that we might enjoy vacations, time for special 
interests and rest. 
 
 
 
Prelude:                        Hymn Medley               Pat McConnell 



We Gather 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the       
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as             
ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*GATHERING SONG:       For the Beauty of the Earth    ELW 879 
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We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:                                  Job 38:1-11  
 

A reading from Job. 
 
1
The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

 
2
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

 
3
Gird up your loins like a man, 

  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 
 

4
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

  Tell me, if you have understanding. 
 

5
Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

  Or who stretched the line upon it? 
 

6
On what were its bases sunk, 

  or who laid its cornerstone 
 

7
when the morning stars sang together 

  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
 
 

8
“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

  when it burst out from the womb?— 
 

9
when I made the clouds its garment, 

  and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
 

10
and prescribed bounds for it, 

  and set bars and doors, 
 

11
and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

  and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?” 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
C: O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, 
sunshine and storm. By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, 
by your wisdom instruct us, and by your hand protect us, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Psalm                     Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 
 

 

1
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, for God’s mercy endures 

forever. 
 
2
Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim that God redeemed them 

from the hand of the foe, 
 
3
gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from 

the north and from the south. 
 
23

Some went down to the sea in ships, plying their trade in deep   
waters. 
 
24

They beheld the works of the Lord, God’s wonderful works in the deep. 
 
25

Then God spoke, and a stormy wind arose, which tossed high the 
waves of the sea. 
 
26

They mounted up to the heavens and descended to the depths; their 
souls melted away in their peril. 
 
27

They staggered and reeled like drunkards, and all their skill was of 
no avail. 
 
28

Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord, and you delivered them 
from their distress. 
 
29

You stilled the storm to a whisper and silenced the waves of the 
sea. 
 
30

Then were they glad when it grew calm, when you guided them to the 
harbor they desired. 
 
31

Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love and 
your wonderful works for all people. 
 
32

Let them exalt you in the assembly of the people; in the council of the 
elders, let them sing hallelujah!  

sunshine and storm. By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, 



35
When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go across to the 

other side.” 
36

And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, 
just as he was. Other boats were with him. 

37
A great windstorm arose, and the 

waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 
38

But he 
was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

39
He woke up and rebuked the 

wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was 
a dead calm. 

40
He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

41
And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, 

that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord    

Praise to You O Christ 

*GOSPEL:                        Mark 4:35-41  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                 How Great Thou Art                            ELW 856 
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*SERMON 





*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, 
and our world. 
A brief silence. 
Equip your faithful people to approach this world with a sense of wonder. 
Make your church a safe place to explore big questions, troubling doubts, 
and honest laments. Humble our hearts to repent of the ways that      
communities of faith have inflicted pain or trauma. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You spoke creation into order from the chaos of the swirling deep. May 
your name be praised by rivers and seas, wetlands and waterfalls. Secure 
clean water for all people and protect water sources from contamination 
or exploitation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Amid whirlwinds of division, violence, and conflict, remind us again that 
you are as steadfast as the foundations of the earth. Rejuvenate     
peacemakers, advocates, and community organizers when they feel  
weary in their work (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Deliver your people from their distress, O God. We lift before you all who 
are sick or struggling (especially). Grant consolation and peace to all who 
live with chronic, terminal, or persistent illness. In times of affliction or 
hardship, sustain us in faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Enfold all travelers with your protection. Bless the comings and goings of 
this assembly as we travel for leisure or for work. Let all journeys be met 
with hospitality on the way, and let community members return to us with 
celebration. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation for all the          
redeemed of the Lord. Joined together with the great cloud of witnesses, 
we give thanks for your steadfast love and your wonderful works. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the 
power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



* The Offertory Prayer:  
 
P:  Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. 
 Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts.  With them 
 we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
 redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave  
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 
C:  Amen. 
 
* The Great Thanksgiving: 
  
P: The Lord be with you.      
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.      
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P:  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 
 you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not  
 perish but have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you 
 have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit  
 into our hearts, that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he 
 comes to us in his holy supper.  For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night 
 in which he was betrayed took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 
 it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Again, after the supper, he took the 
 cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new 
 covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
 of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me”.    

 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once        
revealed yourself to your disciples. 
 
Communion 
 

 Post Communion Blessing: 
 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
  in his grace.      

C:  Amen. 

 



 *  Post Communion Prayer: 
 
P:  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we 
 could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us 
 to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
 
C:  Amen. 

 

 

We Are Sent 

 
 
*Benediction and Blessing                                                                                        
 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  (Grace is said for our picnic lunch.) 

 
*Sending Song:          My Life Flows on in Endless Song                   ELW 763 
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In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman      The soul and family of Jean Bickel  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UPCOMING MEETINGS and EVENTS: 
 
COMBINED SERVICE @ BETHANY      JUN 30 10 AM 
 *POTLUCK TO FOLLOW 
 *EVERYONE IS ASKED TO BRING A POTLUCK ITEM 
 MAIN DISH NIS PROVIDED 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        JUL 28 10 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        AUG 25 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING         SEP 15 12 PM 

 

Thank You for your service to our 

church and congregation.  Blessings on 

your new congregation and your service 

to the Lutheran Church 



Feeding Partnership with St Luke’s Episcopal  

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process with the 
sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able to continue to  
worship in their space as part of this sale but some of their other ministries are 
having to make some changes. In conversation between St James’ council and 
representatives from St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding 
Ministry would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we            
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will be hosting a 
free community luncheon. If you are interested in helping, please let Pastor 
Drew know and he will get you in touch with St Luke’s point person. Held the 
2nd Wednesday of the month.  Next feeding is July 10. 

Bible Study Update 

 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies:  Wednesday Bible Study group         
returned early April at 1pm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, as we have       
continued our series on Revelation. Some dates we will not be meeting during 
the summer because Pastor Drew will be gone for various points due to other 
commitments but this will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!   
 

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month as 
we will continue our series on Broken Signpost. Hope to see you there!  

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

 September 15, 2024 
 

12 PM         



Summer Picnic Worship! 
 

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and 
outdoors as part of worship. We held these picnic worships together, 
last summer, with our friends from Bethany and will be doing it 
again, this summer.  We will be gathering at Highland Park for these 
Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am as 
a combined service between Bethany & St. James.  Those dates are 
June 23rd, July 28th, and   August 25th. We will have an abridged 
communion worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. 
The main dish will be    provided for these picnics. We are asking for 
individuals to bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in 
attendance. We also ask for you to provide your own appropriate 
beverage.  We are also planning to have some form of entertainment 
once our worship If something changes with these picnics, we will 
keep you in the loop. See you on July 28th at 10:00am at Highland 
Park! 



 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
stjamesaltoona@gmail.net 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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