
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

June 9, 2024 

3rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Pulpit Supply: Margaret Thatcher 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                   Canzona          Felix Mendelssohn  
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

An extended silence may be kept. 
 

Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of 
Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:               You Servants of God                 ELW 825 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and    
defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may         
triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                             Genesis 3:8-15  
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

8
[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the 

time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

9
But the Lord God 

called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10

He said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” 

11
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
12

The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 
13

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 

14
The Lord God said to 

the serpent,  
 “Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
 upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat 
  all the days of your life. 
 

15
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

  and between your offspring and hers; 
 he will strike your head, 
  and you will strike his heel.” 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



PSALM                                          Psalm 130   
 
1
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 

 

2
O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 

supplication. 
 

3
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

 

4
Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. 

 

5
I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 

 

6
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the 

morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 

7
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is 

|
 steadfast love; 

with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
 

8
For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins.   

 
 
Second Reading:             2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1  
 
 
 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 
 

13
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with    

scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we 
speak, 

14
because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will 

raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 
15

Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more 
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 

16
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting 

away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 
17

For this slight    
momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all measure, 

18
because we look not at what can be seen but at what    

cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 
seen is eternal. 
 

5:1
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:                                                     Mark 3:20-35 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

[Jesus went home;] 
20

and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus 
and the disciples] could not even eat. 

21
When his family heard it, they went 

out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 
22

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has            
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 

23
And he 

called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast 
out Satan? 

24
If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 

stand. 
25

And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able 
to stand. 

26
And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 

cannot stand, but his end has come. 
27

But no one can enter a strong 
man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; 
then indeed the house can be plundered.  



28
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever     

blasphemies they utter; 
29

but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 
can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—

30
for they had 

said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
 

31
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they 

sent to him and called him. 
32

A crowd was sitting around him; and they 
said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside,     
asking for you.” 

33
And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 

34
And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother 

and my brothers! 
35

Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister 
and mother.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 720 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and 
our world. 

A brief silence. 

You reawaken our hearts to your mercy. We give you thanks for renewers of 
the church in every age (especially Columba, Aiden, and Bede whom we   
commemorate today). Enliven the creativity and persistence of all seeking to 
transform the church into a closer vision of your beloved community. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your presence is revealed in the shade of trees, the growth of seeds into   
flowers, and in the blessing of plants granting food in their right season. Heal 
lands scarred by deforestation, pollution, or infestation. Teach us to cultivate 
the earth with respect and reverence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Our nations and communities are divided, O God. Teach us again to listen with 
curiosity and mercy, even in disagreement. Grant us the humility to 
acknowledge our hardness of heart and make us bold in modeling cooperation 
for the sake of the common good. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Hear the prayers of all who cry out to you from the depths of fear, despair, or 
hopelessness (especially). With haste, rescue victims of trafficking,               
exploitation, and abuse, and bless organizations and individuals who work on 
their behalf. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Grant wisdom and clarity to all who are in seasons of discernment and       
transition: high school graduates preparing for first jobs or new educational 
journeys, those who are shifting careers, and those who are navigating   
changes in their relationships. Accompany them with your peace. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Praise to you for our ancestors in faith who believed, spoke, and lived in you 
(especially). Give us confidence that as Jesus was raised, so we too will be 
raised, with all the saints, into your everlasting presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of 
the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:           God of Grace and God of Glory              ELW 705 
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*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
Recessional          Rise Up For Glory           David Paxton                   





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman      The soul and family of Jean Bickel  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
FEED THE HUNGRY @ ST JAMES      JUN 12 11:30AM 
CHURCH PICNIC          JUN 23 11 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        JUL 28 10 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP        AUG 25 10 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING         SEP 15 12 PM 



Feeding Partnership with St Luke’s Episcopal  

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process with the 
sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able to continue to  
worship in their space as part of this sale but some of their other ministries are 
having to make some changes. In conversation between St James’ council and 
representatives from St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding 
Ministry would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we            
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will be hosting a 
free community luncheon. If you are interested in helping, please let Pastor 
Drew know and he will get you in touch with St Luke’s point person. Held the 
2nd Wednesday of the month.  Next feeding is June 12. 

Bible Study Update 

 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies:  Wednesday Bible Study group         
returned early April at 1pm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, as we have       
continued our series on Revelation. Some dates we will not be meeting during 
the summer because Pastor Drew will be gone for various points due to other 
commitments but this will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!   
 

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month as 
we will continue our series on Broken Signpost. Hope to see you there!  

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

 September 15, 2024 
 

12 PM         



Summer Picnic Worship! 
 

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and 
outdoors as part of worship. We held these picnic worships together, 
last summer, with our friends from Bethany and will be doing it 
again, this summer.  We will be gathering at Highland Park for these 
Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am as 
a combined service between Bethany & St. James.  Those dates are 
June 23rd, July 28th, and   August 25th. We will have an abridged 
communion worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. 
The main dish will be    provided for these picnics. We are asking for 
individuals to bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in 
attendance. We also ask for you to provide your own appropriate 
beverage.  We are also planning to have some form of entertainment 
once our worship If something changes with these picnics, we will 
keep you in the loop. See you on June 23rd at 11:00am at Highland 
Park! 



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 23, 2024  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #2 11 AM 
 
 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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