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Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

anist/Choir Director: P

We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or

Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffre
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
Church Org

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place

in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Sicilliane Mathias Van Den Ghein
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: In Christ There Is No East or West ELW 650
NEXT PAGE



In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In  Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
2 In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In  Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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of love through-out

in him through-out

the whole wide earth.
bind - ing hu - man-kind.
sure - ly kin
the whole wide earth.

to me.
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Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can
desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

A reading from Acts.

““While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the
word. “°The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, ““for
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
“’“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” “°So he ordered them to be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 98

'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right
hand and holy arm have ! won the victory.

“0 LoRrb, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your
righteousness in the sight of the nations.

*You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all
the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

“Shout with joy to the LoRb, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and
sing.
°Sing to the LorD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.



*With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the
king, the LORD.

’Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell
therein.

°Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy
before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.

“The Lorb will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with
equity.

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21
A reading from 1 John.

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. “By this we know that
we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. “For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that
conquers the world, our faith. “Who is it that conquers the world but the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

*This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.



*GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, 0 Lord.

[Jesus said:] %“As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in

my love. '°If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just
as | have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. "I have
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be complete.

"“This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you. °No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. "“You are my friends if you do what | command you. "I do not call
you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made
known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. '°You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit
that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. '’ am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another.”

The Gospel of the Lord
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Praise to you, O  Christ

Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: ELW 656

Blest Be the Tie That Binds
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris - tian  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym -pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nageli, 1773-1836, adapt.



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts
of your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our
commitments with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that
habitats and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered
species and help us to care for all your creatures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world
leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen
international partnerships and cooperation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those
afflicted by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of
your love in our care for one another. (We pray especially for . . . .) God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this
congregation (ministries may be named), that we may embody your love for
the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council members,
committee members, and volunteers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who
have gone before us (especially). At the last, bring us all together around your
heavenly banquet table. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living
Lord.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have

prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our
hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us
in his holy supper.

For itis our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”

Again, after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the
Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

C: Amen



*Song after Communion:
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Let us pray.
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to

proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Blessing and Honor ELW 854
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Praise To The Lord, The Almighty arr. Alice Jordan



Blessing and Honor

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—1889, alt.

Music: AMERICAN HYMN, Matthias Keller, 1813-1875
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CHURCH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NG

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck



mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:

SWEETS AND TREATS TODAY
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING TODAY
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY

BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY
POTLUCK DINNER

BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY

BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY

CHURCH PICNIC

SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP

MAY 5 10 AM
MAY 512 PM
MAY 8 1 PM
MAY 151 PM
MAY 19 12 PM
MAY 22 1 PM
MAY 29 1 PM
JUN 23 11 AM
JUL 28 10 AM
AUG 2510 AM



SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL
BE: TODAY May 5, 2024
Provided By: Bob Beahm

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!

The next Potluck Dinner is
May 19, 2024
12PM

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

TODAY MAY 5, 2024
12 PM




FEED

THE HUNGRY'
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St Luke’s Episcopal

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process
with the sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able
to continue to worship in their space as part of this sale but some of
their other ministries are having to make some changes. In
conversation between St James’ council and representatives from

St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding Ministry
would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will
be hosting a free community luncheon. If you are interested in
helping, please let Pastor Drew know and he will get you in touch
with St Luke’s point person.



ible Stu

everyone is welcome

Bible Study Update

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies: Wednesday Bible
Study group returned early April at 1pm in the Basement
Fellowship Hall, as we have continued our series on
Revelation. Some dates we will not be meeting during the
summer because Pastor Drew will be gone for various points
due to other commitments but this will not hinder our
experience. Hope to see there!

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1% & 3™ Tuesday
of the month as we will continue our series on Broken
Signpost. Hope to see you there!



Summer Picnic Worship!

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and
outdoors as part of worship. We held these picnic worships together,
last summer, with our friends from Bethany and will be doing it again,
this summer. We will be gathering at Highland Park for these
Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am as
a combined service between Bethany & St. James. Those dates are
June 23rd, July 28th, and August 25™. We will have an abridged
communion worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities.
The main dish will be provided for these picnics. We are asking for
individuals to bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in
attendance. We also ask for you to provide your own appropriate
beverage. We are also planning to have some form of entertainment
once our worship




CHURCH PICNIC

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held June 23, 2024 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #2

church
icnic




Love owne awncther.,



St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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