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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: God who Made Earth And Heaven Arr. Flor Peters
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

An extended silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! ELW 413
NEXT PAGE



Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
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I Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - 1y, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! All the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.

cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful -ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - i - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - 1 - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - i - ty!
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Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 18231876

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three.
Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at
last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8

A reading from Isaiah.

"In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. “Seraphs were in attendance
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and
said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”
“The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the
house filled with smoke. And | said: “Woe is me! | am lost, for | am a man of
unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!”

°Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken
from the altar with a pair of tongs. "The seraph touched my mouth with it and
said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin
is blotted out.” °Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send,
and who will go for us?” And | said, “Here am |; send me!”

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 29

'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

’Ascribe to the LoRD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in
the beauty of holiness.

“The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the
LORD is upon the mighty waters.

“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a
voice of splendor.

°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the
cedars of Lebanon;

°the LoRD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a
young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

*The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh.

“The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests
bare. And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

"“The LoRbD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned
as king forevermore.

'O LoRob, give strength to your people; give them, O LoRD, the blessings
of peace.

SOLO: Battle Hymn of the Republic Bob Hench



Second Reading: Romans 8:12-17
A reading from Romans.

'“Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh— "“for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. '“For all
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. '°For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, ""and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we
suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. “He
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God.” *Jesus answered him, “Very truly, |
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be
born?” “Jesus answered, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. “What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do not be
astonished that | said to you, “You must be born from above.’ *The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born
of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” "“Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

"“Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. "“If | have told you about
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you
about heavenly things? '°No one has ascended into heaven except the
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. "“And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, "“that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"““For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

""“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord
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Praise ~ to you, O  Christ

Sermon




We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day:

Father Most Holy

ELW 415
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Text: Latin hymn, 10th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.

Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, Paris Antiphoner, 1681

Outside USA: Text from The English Hvmnal, © Oxford University Press 1906.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and
our world.

A brief silence.

Abba God, you have brought us into your family, claiming us as beloved
children. Bless your family of faith with gifts of cooperation and graciousness.
Increase our hospitality toward all expressions of faith and teach us to honor
our shared humanity. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your love and power burst forth in the flashes of lightning, the dance of the
wind, and the deeply rooted trees of the forest. Sustain fragile and
interconnected ecosystems, that they flourish for generations to come. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Give your blessing of peace to the nations. Shelter all who risk life and
livelihood to protect others from violence, conflict, and injustice. On this
Memorial Day weekend, we remember those who have lost their lives in war
and conflict (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are a God of love and not of condemnation. Quiet the hearts of all who
struggle with shame, regret, or questions of self-worth. Teach us to forgive
ourselves and one another. Restore wholeness to all who seek hope and
healing (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Strengthen bonds between parents, children, and families of all varieties. We
pray especially for adoptive and foster families, multi-generational households,
and blended families. Grant gifts of nurture and patience to all caregivers.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

The Spirit bears grateful witness to all children of God who have now come
into their inheritance among the saints (especially). As they lived with hope in
your gift of eternal life, so strengthen us in faith, that we recognize your eternal
presence even in this mortal life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of
the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord,
one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world, you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have

prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our
hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us
in his holy supper.

For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”

Again, after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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Communion Distribution — please come to the step before altar as led by the
Spirit to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

*Post-Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace.
C: Amen
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sin of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.



*Song after Communion:
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-"ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.

P

‘0

/

\

f
y
m
7
v

ml"'_'Jv‘_"

-

V7 44

He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy with
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*Prayer after Communion
P: Let us pray.
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than

we could ever ask.As you have nourished us in this meal, now
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we

pray.
C: Amen.

We Are Sent
*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’'s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song: Holy God, We Praise Your Name ELW 414
NEXT PAGE

SOLO: TAPS Bob Hench
*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Son Of God, Eternal Savior Arr. Lynn L. Petersen




Holy God, We Praise Your Name

9] . . , . ,
A S | Rt
[ (and I | | 1 1 4 i IE’:E

1 | & 1

¥ 4 4 L ~

~— &
I Ho - ly God, we praise your name; Lord of all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - os - tol - ic train join your sa - cred
4 Ho - 1ly Fa - ther, ho - 1ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it,
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bow be - fore you. All  on earth your scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to  hal - low; proph - ets swell  the glad re - frain,
three ~we name you, though in es - sence on - ly one;
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in un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, fill  the  heav’'ns with
and the  white-robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di - vid - ed God we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
.~ wsl » 5 » # - 5 . -

rav Y T i —— i T —
5 === et L
9] | | | | . .
L e | v . . . . | ]
? i i i I 4 i il |
@—Z—EJ g~ i Y I . - i i
r S~— g F=a
vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly ho - ly Lord!”
set of sun through the church the song  goes on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - Y.
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Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery
Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Debbie Thomas Jeff Bickel Bill Wilt
Staff Sgt John Hiles Donna Foster Jean Bickel Donna Wilt
Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck Judy Dambeck

The Family of Janet Kauffman

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military.

Homewood: In their own homes:

Sylvia Malsatzki Deborah Manbeck
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UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES:
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY MAY 29 1 PM
SWEETS AND TREATS JUN 210 AM
FEED THE HUNGRY @ ST JAMES JUN 12 11:30AM
CHURCH PICNIC JUN 23 11 AM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP JUL 28 10 AM
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP AUG 2510 AM
COUNCIL MEETING SEP 1512 PM

SWEETS AND TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL

BE: June 2, 2024
Provided By: Lori & Mike Savino
* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor
Sweets and Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the
Sunday School Room. Your support is appreciated!




FEED

THE HUNGRY

?

Feeding Partnership with St Luke’s Episcopal

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process with the
sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able to continue to
worship in their space as part of this sale but some of their other ministries are
having to make some changes. In conversation between St James’ council and
representatives from St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding
Ministry would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will be hosting a
free community luncheon. If you are interested in helping, please let Pastor
Drew know and he will get you in touch with St Luke’s point person. Held the
2nd Wednesday of the month. Next feeding is June 12.

Bible Study Update

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies: Wednesday Bible Study group
returned early April at 1pm in the Basement Fellowship Hall, as we have
continued our series on Revelation. Some dates we will not be meeting during
the summer because Pastor Drew will be gone for various points due to other
commitments but this will not hinder our experience. Hope to see there!

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1* & 3" Tuesday of the month as
we will continue our series on Broken Signpost. Hope to see you there!



Summer Picnic Worship!

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the
weather and outdoors as part of worship. We held these
picnic worships together, last summer, with our friends
from Bethany and will be doing it again, this summer. We will be
gathering at Highland Park for these Outdoor Picnic Worship once a
month during the summer at 10am as a combined service between
Bethany & St. James. Those dates are June 23rd, July 28th, and
August 25", We will have an abridged communion worship service
and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. The main dish will be
provided for these picnics. We are asking for individuals to bring a
side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in attendance. We also
ask for you to provide your own appropriate beverage. We are also
planning to have some form of entertainment once our worship If
something changes with these picnics, we will keep you in the loop.
See you on June 23rd at 11:00am at Highland Park!

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL
MEETING

September 15, 2024
12 PM




CHURCH PICNIC

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held June 23, 2024 at Highland
Park, Pavilion #2

church
icnic
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.
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