
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

April 21, 2024 

4th Sunday 

of  Easter 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:             The King Of Love My Shepherd Is     arr. David Cherwien 
        
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:        The Lord’s My Shepherd                        ELW 778 

NEXT PAGE   



 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and 
guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and 
we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                   Acts 4:5-12  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

5
The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 

6
with 

Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 

7
When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 

they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 
8
Then Peter, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 
9
if we 

are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick 
and are asked how this man has been healed, 

10
let it be known to all of you, 

and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead. 

11
This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
   

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                        Psalm 23   
 

1
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

 

2
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still 

waters. 
 

3
You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right pathways for your 

name’s sake. 



4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear 

no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 
me.   
 

5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 

anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 

6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.   
 
 
 
 
Second Reading:                   1 John 3:16-24  
 
 

A reading from 1 John. 
 
 

16
We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and 

we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 
17

How does God’s love 
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help? 
 

18
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and      

action. 
19

And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will      
reassure our hearts before him 

20
whenever our hearts condemn us; for 

God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
21

Beloved, if our 
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 

22
and we      

receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
 

23
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 

his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. 

24
All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 

them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
 
 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:                      John 10:11-18 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

[Jesus said:] 
11

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 

12
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 

own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 

13
The hired hand runs away 

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 
14

I am the good        
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 

15
just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 
16

I have   
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

17
For this 

reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up 
again. 

18
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 
this command from my Father.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 780 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one 
another. Empower our church in ministries around the world to worship and 
serve alongside global companions as equal partners and coworkers in the 
gospel. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire         
scientists, researchers, conservation organizations, and all people entrusted 
with the task of caring for creation, that we may be better stewards of the world 
around us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in 
solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all 
those with power to share it and to use such power for good. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without  
housing, victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or 
compromised immune systems. Guide communities to actively care for people 
who are vulnerable. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. 
Call us away from things that distract us from following you. Invite us to more 
deeply love and serve people who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith (including Anselm of  
Canterbury and all who labored to help generations understand the good news 
of the gospel). Strengthen us to share the good news in our own day. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,    
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 
Lord. 
Amen. 



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:         Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us                 ELW 789 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                          Come Unto Me                         Lilly Strickland  





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 
UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 

 
 
POTLUCK DINNER            APR 21 12 PM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE SPRING CONCERT    APR 28 3 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY          MAY 1 1 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS           MAY 5 10 AM 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING         MAY 5 12 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY          MAY 8 1 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY           MAY 15 1 PM 
POTLUCK DINNER            MAY 19 12 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY          MAY 22 1 PM 
BIBLE STUDY @ BETHANY          MAY 29 1 PM 
CHURCH PICNIC            JUN 23 11 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP          JUL 28 10 AM 
SUMMER PICNIC WORSHIP          AUG 25 10 AM 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: May 5, 2024 

    Provided By: Bob Beahm 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

April 21, 2024 
 

12PM 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

MAY 5, 2024   
 

12 PM         



* Congregation is asked to bring cookies for the reception after the concert. 



Feeding Partnership with                             

St Luke’s Episcopal  

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process 
with the sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able 
to continue to  worship in their space as part of this sale but some of 
their other ministries are having to make some changes. In              
conversation between St James’ council and representatives from      
St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding Ministry 
would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we          
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will 
be hosting a free community luncheon. If you are interested in      
helping, please let Pastor Drew know and he will get you in touch 
with St Luke’s point person.  



Bible Study Update 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Studies:  Wednesday Bible 
Study group returned early April at 1pm in the Basement    
Fellowship Hall, as we have continued our series on            
Revelation. Some dates we will not be meeting during the 
summer because Pastor Drew will be gone for various points 
due to other commitments but this will not hinder our           
experience. Hope to see there!   
 

Faith on Tap: We continue to meet on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday 
of the month as we will continue our series on Broken      
Signpost. Hope to see you there!  



Summer Picnic Worship! 
 

With summer upon us, we figured we would enjoy the weather and 
outdoors as part of worship. We held these picnic worships together, 
last summer, with our friends from Bethany and will be doing it again, 
this summer.  We will be gathering at Highland Park for these        
Outdoor Picnic Worship once a month during the summer at 10am as 
a combined service between Bethany & St. James.  Those dates are 
June 23rd, July 28th, and August 25th. We will have an abridged   
communion worship service and will then enjoy the picnic festivities. 
The main dish will be provided for these picnics. We are asking for   
individuals to bring a side and/or a dessert to be shared with those in 
attendance. We also ask for you to provide your own appropriate   
beverage.  We are also planning to have some form of entertainment 
once our worship  



Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 23, 2024  at Highland 
Park, Pavilion #2 
 
 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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