
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

April 14, 2024 

3rd Sunday 

of  Easter 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

 
Vice Pastor: Pastor Drew McCaffrey 
Church Organist/Choir Director: Patricia McConnell 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

All Liturgy and Music Rights Reserved 
Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#31114 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:   Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks       Arr. R.T. Adams       
                    
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Sprit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:       I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light             ELW 815 
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 *GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us 
to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as  
witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

We Listen to the Word 
 

First Reading:                                 Acts 3:12-19  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

12
[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or 

why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him 
walk?

13
The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God 

of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 

14
But 

you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given 
to you, 

15
and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 

this we are witnesses. 
16

And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 
man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has 
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
 

17
“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your    

rulers. 
18

In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, 
that his Messiah would suffer. 

19
Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your 

sins may be wiped out.” 
   

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM                                          Psalm 4   
 

 
1
Answer me when I call, O God, defender 

|
 of my cause; you set me free 

when I was in distress; have mercy on me and 
|
 hear my prayer. 

 

 
2
“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you 

love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 

 
3
Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; the Lord will hear me 

when I call.  



    4
Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon 

your bed. 
 

 
5
Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord. 

 

 
6
Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of 

your face shine upon us, O Lord. 
 

 
7
You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine 

abound. 
 

 
8
In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make 

me rest secure.   
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading:                       1 John 3:1-7  
 
 

A reading from 1 John. 
 
 

       1
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called    

children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. 

2
Beloved, we are God’s children now; 

what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 

3
And 

all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
 

4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

5
You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no 

sin. 
6
No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him 

or known him. 
7
Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does 

what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:                      Luke 24:36b-48 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

36b
Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” 
37

They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were   
seeing a ghost. 

38
He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 
39

Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 
see that I have.” 

40
And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his feet. 
41

While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he 
said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 

42
They gave him a piece of 

broiled fish, 
43

and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 

44
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 

45
Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, 
46

and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 

47
and that   

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all   
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

48
You are witnesses of these things.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



Sermon 



We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:                     ELW 374 



*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

*Creed             
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; ourselves, our time, 
 and our possessions. Use us and what we have gathered, in    
 feeding the world with your love, through the One who gave Himself 
 for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal 
that is the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we 
have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to 
parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all 
its variety. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human 
knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions 
grounded in your justice and care for all people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in 
times of transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating 
change. Guide those who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty (especially). 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember 
our identity and purpose in our ministry (ministry context may be named). 
Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to share in beloved          
community. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your 
love forever. We remember our beloved who have died (especially). As we   
remember and share their love, comfort those who mourn. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,    
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 
Lord. 
Amen.  



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 
grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

*Sending Song:      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!    ELW 385 
NEXT PAGE 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional                       Thine is The Glory                       Handel/Smith 





In The Case of A Pastoral Emergency,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Drew McCaffery 

Work: 814-944-7560 Cell: 814-538-9036 
Email: pastordrew0604@gmail.com  

 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Debbie Thomas           Jeff Bickel            Bill Wilt 

Staff Sgt John Hiles    Donna Foster             Jean Bickel             Donna Wilt 

Carolyn Feather Bill Dambeck  Judy Dambeck                     

The Family of Janet Kauffman  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 
Those serving in our military. 

Homewood:    In their own homes:    

 Sylvia Malsatzki   Deborah Manbeck   

                     

mailto:pastordrew0604@gmail.com
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 
UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES: 

 
 
POTLUCK DINNER            APR 21 12 PM 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE SPRING CONCERT    APR 28 3 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS           MAY 5 10 AM 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING         MAY 5 12 PM 
POTLUCK DINNER            MAY 19 12 PM 
CHURCH PICNIC            JUN 23 11 AM 

Church Picnic 
 

Planning for the church picnic has 
begun.  You can use the sign up 
sheet on the stand in the narthex or 
on the foyer bulletin board. Or use 
the sheet on the next page. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 23, 
2024  at Highland Park, Pavilion #2 



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS WILL 
BE: May 5, 2024 

    Provided By: Bob Beahm 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor 
Sweets and Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the   
Sunday School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 

 

The next Potluck Dinner is 
 

April 21, 2024 
 

12PM 

 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEETING  

 

MAY 5, 2024   
 

12 PM         



* Congregation is asked to bring cookies for the reception after the concert. 



Feeding Partnership with                             

St Luke’s Episcopal  

Our neighbor, St Luke’s Episcopal Church, have been in the process 
with the sale of their building. The plan is that St. Luke’s will be able 
to continue to  worship in their space as part of this sale but some of 
their other ministries are having to make some changes. In              
conversation between St James’ council and representatives from      
St Luke’s we made sure that St Luke’s Monthly Feeding Ministry 
would continue in our neighborhood. Starting this month, we          
unfortunately were impacted by the snow in January, St Luke’s will 
be hosting a free community luncheon. If you are interested in      
helping, please let Pastor Drew know and he will get you in touch 
with St Luke’s point person.  



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 
Altoona, PA  16602 

 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 
www.stjamesaltoona.org 

 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

